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                   SOUNDINGS I: INT-1051 
 
 
PROGRAM MANAGER: 
SallyAnn Majoya, sallyann.majoya@castleton.edu,  (802)468- 1479 
 

INSTRUCTORS:  
Sherrill Blodget, sherrill.blodgett@castleton.edu (802) 468- 1322 
Rich Cowden, richard.cowden@castleton.edu   (802) 468- 1424 
Monica McEnerny, monica.mcenerny@castleton.edu  (802) 468- 1358 
Lauren Olewnik, lauren.olewnik@castleton.edu (802) 468- 6419 
Bill Wiles, william.wiles@castleton.edu   (802) 468- 1013 
 

 
SOUNDINGS COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
The Soundings Program is an integral component of Castleton’s General Education 
Program. Soundings is a rich sampling of the liberal arts, broadly understood to 
encompass humanities, fine arts, social sciences, and natural sciences. Providing 
cultural and educational events, Soundings includes, but is not limited to: concerts, 
dance performances, films, lectures, and workshops.   
 
In a shrinking global world, Soundings provides opportunities for students to 
experience new people and ideas in ways that may push beyond comfort levels 
and/or broaden student horizons.  The Soundings faculty represents a variety of 
disciplines and seeks to present diverse and rewarding experiences for students. 
 

OBJECTIVES: 
Broad objectives are that students develop in these areas:   
 * Self awareness and awareness of community 
* Appreciation of diversity 
* Ability to connect Soundings to the broader liberal arts disciplines and majors 
* Personal development 
* Making connections 
* Self-reflection 
* Local and global awareness 
* Curiosity encouragement   
* Self-expression 
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To that end, specific objectives include: 
 
*Attending a variety of events and demonstrating proper etiquette during events, 
e.g., being courteous to performers, lecturers, and other audience members. 
*Writing relevant, well-constructed, reflective responses to questions posed by 
Soundings instructors. 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
Students must complete a total of three semesters of Soundings, two of those during 
the first year at Castleton. These semester courses are Interdisciplinary Studies 
courses: INT 1051 (1 credit), INT 1053 (.5 credit), and INT 3054 (.5 credit). Transfer 
students with 60 credits or more are required to attend INT 1053 and INT 3054, and 
are exempt from INT 1051.   
 
Students enrolled in INT 1051 are required to attend a minimum of 6 events and 
fulfill the above objectives to receive 1 credit. Students enrolled in INT 1053 are 
required to attend a minimum of 4 events and fulfill the same objectives to receive 
one half credit. 
 

Course # 

 

Minimum Events 
Required 

 

Other Requirements 

 

INT-1051(Soundings I) 6 events Attendance; Written 
response on Moodle 

INT-1053 (Soundings II) 4 events Attendance; Written 
response on Moodle 

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
During their Junior Year, students will enroll in INT-3054 (.5 credit) in order to 
accomplish more serious reflection about the integration of Soundings in their 
General Education and major experience. This will include attendance at a minimum 
of 3 events and a cumulative essay. There will be an orientation session offered so 
that objectives and requirements can be thoroughly discussed by instructors and 
students. Only students enrolled in INT-3054 will be required to attend this 
orientation session. 
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TICKETS:   
Non-Soundings students, family members, faculty, staff, and the general public are 
welcome to attend Soundings events.   
 
To insure adequate seating, most Soundings events require tickets for non-
Soundings guests. Please note that guests or students who are not enrolled as 
Soundings students may be charged an admission fee for certain events. Please 
remember also that some events may be inappropriate for young children 
 
Unless noted otherwise, tickets for non-Soundings guests may be picked up at the 
Castleton College Bookstore, Monday- Friday during normal bookstore hours, at the 
Box Office of the Fine Arts Center one hour before events in Casella Theater, or 
ordered directly through the following website: www.castletontickets.com.   
 
If you have questions about a particular event, please contact the box office at: 
 (802) 468-1119 between 10am - 4:30pm, Monday-Friday.   
 
Additionally, a Soundings seat is not secured for an event until the student arrives 
and enters the event, as there are no reservations for Soundings students unless 
specified (* please see the starred events on the event list at the bottom of this 
document). This means that it is vital to arrive early at an event and to bring a 
Castleton ID. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE:   BRING YOUR CASTLETON ID!!! 
At the end of each event, as well as when leaving the venue, students will be 
responsible for having their IDs scanned by an usher. This information will validate 
attendance at the event, and will immediately be entered into a database that records 
the details, including the time of exit.  
It is imperative that students have their student ID with them at each event they 
attend, in order to receive attendance credit, and that they arrive early enough to be 
seated BEFORE the event starts.  This means that students will need to arrive at least 
10 – 15 minutes early if they plan to be seated at the event.  
Attendance counts! It is what allows you to access your online Moodle question for 
the event. Be sure to have your ID. If your ID has issues when scanned or if you lose 
an ID, you will need to replace it at Public Safety. If you have questions about your 
ID, please call the box office at (802) 468-1119, before the event starts. 
 

**Students will NOT be allowed to enter an event after it has started** 
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EVALUATION:   
 
In the past, Soundings I and II students completed yellow cards with written 
responses.  As of this year, students will submit all responses to given prompts via 
Moodle.  
 
At the end of each Soundings event, following the attendance upload, the prompt 
will be made available on Moodle.   
 
Students will have 24 hours from the time their attendance has been submitted to 
submit their responses online. Late responses will not be accepted. 
 
The Soundings instructors will read and evaluate each response. The instructors 
expect the response will be thoughtful and detailed.  Each student is expected to 
write a minimum of 5-7 thoughtful, relevant sentences.  
 
If a response is acceptable, the student will have successfully completed a Soundings 
event. A passing grade will be noted as a “1” under that event in Moodle and will be 
listed within 1 week of the event.   
 
We ask that you do not contact an instructor regarding your grade for at least one 
week after the event.  
 
Please note: Grades are posted approximately 1 week after the actual event.  If a 
response is not acceptable, the student will not receive credit for that event. This will 
appear as a “0” in the Moodle grades for that event. Also, if a student does not pass 
an event, a Soundings instructor will notify that student by Castleton e-mail, within 
1 week of the event to give him/her a chance to rewrite the response for credit. 
Students will have 2 weeks from the date of the instructor’s request to resubmit a 
response. After that time no appeals to contest the grade will be accepted. 
 
It is a student’s responsibility to check Castleton email and Moodle. Once a grade 
has been posted for the event, students will have 48 hours from the time of posting to 
appeal the submission. Any grade disputes beyond that time will not be 
considered.  
 
 

SOUNDINGS ETIQUETTE: 
 
Soundings events are attended by Soundings students, CSC Community members, 
and the general public. The overall success of these classes/events is dependent on 
courteous and considerate audience behavior. All of us involved with the Soundings 
program hope that you enjoy your experiences with the many talented performers 
who share their craft with us.  Many performers are professional artists, from all 
over the world.  Some performers are aspiring professionals - your peers on campus 



 5 

who are members of the Music Department’s ensembles or part of the cast or crew 
for Theater Arts’ productions.   
 
 

**It is important to note that behavior that does not meet Instructors or Soundings 
staff members’ expectations may result in 0 credit for that performance, as well as 
being asked to leave that event. At the extreme, a student may fail the Soundings 
course, regardless of the number of events attended. 
 
 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT: 
Since this class functions as a hybrid course with experiential and technological 
requirements, there are special technology requirements: 

• Regular access to a computer (not a mobile device) 
• Regular access to the internet 
• A recently upgraded web browser 

 
Instructors can be contacted via email addresses listed above, through the Moodle page 
email access or via office hours. Office hours will be posted on the Moodle class page. 
 
If you run into technical problems in this course, you should do the following: 

1. Clear your browser’s cache 
2. Try a different browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari or Chrome) 
3. Shut down and restart your computer 
4. Visit a computer lab  
5. Contact the IT Help desk at ithelp@castleton.edu or 802-468-1221 

 
Computer labs are available throughout campus at the following locations: 

 

 
A student’s role as an audience member is to be “silently attentive” so that 
performers/presenters will not be distracted or interrupted.   
 

A Few Specific Guidelines: 
*Should you need a cough drop or a piece of gum, please unwrap it before the curtain goes up.  
*Make certain cell phones, signal watches, beepers, and all electronic devices are off before the 
lights dim.  This includes the light on your cell phone, which may NOT be used during the 
performance.  Performers and neighbors alike deserve a distraction-free environment.  
*Sit hat-free and hood-free so as not to block the view of anyone behind you. 
*Food, beverages, water bottles, etc. do not belong in the theater or other performance venue. If 
you choose to bring these items, you will be asked to leave them outside the venue. 
*Save conversations for intermissions. 
*Once a performance has begun, the only times you may leave a performance venue is during 
intermission and at the end. 
*Invite your off-campus friends and family to cultural events on our campus!  
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Babcock Hall, Learning Center 
Calvin Coolidge Library 
Fine Arts Center Piano Lab Room 110 
Glenbrook “Stage” 
Jeffords Room 214 
Leavenworth Sociology Lab 3rd Floor   
Stafford Academic Center   Rooms 156, 157, 159 (between classes) 
Woodruff Room 25 

 

CHEATING & PLAGIARISM 
This course adheres to Castleton’s academic dishonesty policy. 
 
 
 

Castleton Soundings Events – Fall 2014 

May be Subject to Change 

Please check Soundings website for updates 
 

There are # of options available.  
Event Date Place Time 

(approximation 
only). Some events 
may run longer. 

Soundings 
Instructor(s) 

1. Jeh Kulu Sat, 
Aug 
23 

Casella 
Theater 

7-9 pm Rich 
Cowden 
Monica 
McEnerny 
Lauren 
Olewnik 
Sherrill 
Blodget 

2. Debo Band Fri, 
Aug 
29 

Castleton 
Pavillion 

7-9 pm Rich 
Cowden 
Lauren 
Olewnik 

3. The Hungry Heart 
• Requires 

reservations 
• See details online or 

contact box office 

Tue, 
Sep 9 

Paramount 
Theater 

7-9 pm Rich 
Cowden 
Bill Wiles 
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4. Phi Eta 
Sigma:  Monica 
McEnerny 
“Resilience:  The New 
Frontier” 

Thu, 
Sep 
11 

1787 Room 12:30 – 1:45 Bill Wiles 
Monica 
McEnerny 
 

5. In a Neighborhood w/ 
Wealth but without 
Social Capital 

Tue, 
Sep 
23 

1787 Room 7-9:00 pm Monica 
McEnerny 

6. Castleton Theater Arts 
presents:  The Diviners 
* Only 1 night of 
attendance counts for a 
grade 

Thu, 
Sep 
25 

Casella 
Theater 

7-9:30 pm Rich 
Cowden 

6. The Diviners  Fri, 
Sep 
26 

Casella 
Theater 

7-9:30 pm Lauren 
Olewnik 

6. The Diviners  Sat, 
Sep 
27 

Casella 
Theater 

7-9:30 pm Monica 
McEnerny 

6. The Diviners  Sun, 
Sep 
28 

Casella 
Theater 

2-4:30 pm Bill Wiles 

7. VT Symphony 
Orchestra 
 *Tickets required 
Must be picked up at FAC 
Box Office 

Mon, 
Sep 
29 

Casella 
Theater 

7-9:30 pm Monica 
McEnerny 
Lauren 
Olewnik 

8. Bengal Tiger at the 
Baghdad Zoo 
*Requires reservations 
See details online or contact 
box office 
* Only 1 night of 
attendance counts for a 
grade 

Wed, 
Oct 1 

Paramount 
Theater 

7:30-10:00 pm Lauren 
Olewnik 
Bill Wiles 

9. Lunchbag 
Series:  Bengal Tiger at 
the Baghdad Zoo 

Thu, 
Oct 2 

Casella 
Theater 

12:30-1:45pm Rich 
Cowden 
Bill Wiles 
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8. Bengal Tiger at the 
Baghdad Zoo 
*Requires reservations 
See details online or contact 
box office 
* Only 1 night of 
attendance counts for a 
grade 

Thu, 
Oct 2 

Paramount 
Theater 

7:30-10:00 pm Lauren 
Olewnik 
Sherrill 
Blodget 

10. Turtle Island 
Quartet:  Birth of the 
Cool 

Thu, 
Oct 
16 

Casella 
Theater 

7-9 pm Rich 
Cowden 
Sherrill 
Blodget 

11. Wretchers & 
Jabberers 

Tue, 
Oct 
21 

1787 Room 7-8:30 pm Lauren 
Olewnik 
Sherrill 
Blodget 

12. Nursing 
Series:  Carmen Blandin 
Tarleton:  Overcome 

Wed, 
Oct 
22 

1787 Room 4-5:30 pm Lauren 
Olewnik 
Bill Wiles 

13. Net Neutrality Mon, 
Oct 
27 

1787 Room 6:30 – 8 pm Lauren 
Olewnik 

14. Matthew 
Sanford:  Waking 

Wed, 
Nov 
5 

1787 Room 7-8:30 pm Sherrill 
Blodget 

15. Yoga for the 
Humanities:  Matthew 
Sanford 

Thu, 
Nov 
6 

1787 Room 12:30 – 1:45 pm Lauren 
Olewnik 
Sherrill 
Blodget 

16. Castleton Theater 
Arts presents:  Macbeth 
* Only 1 night of 
attendance counts for a 
grade 

Wed, 
Nov 
12 

Casella 
Theater 

7-10pm Rich 
Cowden 
Lauren 
Olewnik 
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16. Macbeth  

Thu, 
Nov 
13 

Casella 
Theater 

7-10pm Sherrill 
Blodget 
 
 
 

16. Macbeth  Fri, 
Nov 
14 

Casella 
Theater 

7-10pm Lauren 
Olewnik 

16. Macbeth  Sat, 
Nov 
15 

Casella 
Theater 

7-10pm Monica 
McEnerny 

16. Macbeth  Sun, 
Nov 
16 

Casella 
Theater 

2-5pm Bill Wiles 

17. Lunchbag 
Series:  Koresh Dance 

Tue, 
Nov 
18 

Casella 
Theater 

12:30 – 1:45pm Rich 
Cowden 

18. Koresh Dance:  Come 
Together 

Tue, 
Nov 
18 

Casella 
Theater 

7-9pm Rich 
Cowden 
Monica 
McEnerny 

19. Phi Eta Sigma:  Gail 
Regan:  From Motor 
Skill Development to 
Successful Aging 

Thu, 
Nov 
20 

1787 Room 12:30 – 1:45pm Bill Wiles 

20. Castleton Chorale Fri, 
Nov 
21 

Casella 
Theater 

7-9pm Sherrill 
Blodget  
Bill Wiles 

21. Castleton Wind 
Ensemble 

Wed, 
Dec 
10 

Casella 
Theater 

7-9pm Sherrill 
Blodget 
Monica 
McEnerny 

 
These events have been decided by prior faculty committee approval and must meet 
the objectives of Soundings. If you are interested in suggesting an event for the 2015-
16 Soundings academic calendar, please contact SallyAnn Majoya at (802)-468-1479 or 
at sallyann.majoya@castleton.edu and request a Soundings Event Proposal Form. 


