
Professional Development Opportunities for Districts 
 

Long-time educators and literacy experts Alison Dayton and Marianne Doe deliver a 
variety of workshops to districts upon request. 
 
While much professional development uses a “how to” approach, their model engages 
participants in a “way” of learning and knowing that is authentic. Participants 
internalize the material to make it their own. These workshops build confidence in 
teachers’ current instruction; initiatives without grounding and personal connection 
only frustrate teachers. These workshops are adjusted to meet the needs and 
instruction of students grades 3-12 and can also be expanded to credit-bearing 
graduate courses.  
 
Workshops: 
• A Common Core “Dig”- Reading, Writing, and Language Strategies for Your 
Classroom: This workshop demystifies the Common Core Standards and, then, helps 
teachers identify the Standards that are already being addressed in their classrooms. 
Common Core Standards are not new; it is their packaging and spotlighting that is. 
 
• Complex Texts- Beyond Directed Reading Questions: This workshop presents 
approaches to reading complex texts using images, writing, and paired readings. 
 
• “As Far as Words Go”- Authentic Strategies for Developing Vocabulary: This 
workshop addresses the complexity of introducing new words to students. Using the 
“text of self,” students take ownership of their own literacy as they challenge 
themselves and others to incorporate new works into their writing and speaking.  
 
• Creating Complex and Nuanced Writing- This workshop presents many ways that 
students can construct writing that is varied and layered by incorporating images, 
observations and “I” narratives. 
 
• Each workshop can be developed in collaboration with teachers and curriculum 
leaders to address the specific needs/interests of the intended participants and their 
districts. Not taught in isolation, the instruction integrates other initiatives such as 
Responsive Classrooms, Differentiated Instruction, and Personal Learning Plans. 
 
For more information, contact instructors Alison Dayton, alisondayton@gmail.com or 
Marianne Doe, mdoe51@gmail.com. 


