
 

 

 
First off, I’d like to thank my parents my fellow students, my professors, and last but not 
least, Google for helping me get through college.  
 
Four years ago I started telling people where I was going to college. You wouldn’t believe 
the amount of times people would ask me what’s in Castleton Vermont. This is my home, 
the small university with my heart. I came here with two huge goals, to get a degree and to 
avoid disappointing my parents.  
 
My experience here became more than that. It has allowed me to learn how to expand my 
horizons, it has allowed me to open up and meet such great friends. For the past four years 
I have seen the same faces, and at first don’t get me wrong I thought I was going to get 
over it real quick. A kind man named Tom Rutkowski once said, ‘it takes many people to 
create a world’. Castleton became my world. Unique and diverse personalities are what 
kept me here. 
 
But then as time went on I couldn’t wait to see those same familiar faces. I soon realized 
that we all had one thing in common, compassion. We all put our focus and energy on 
others, we are selfless, we go out of our way to listen to one another, and we also have 
strong dedication in everything that we do. Whether it is sports teams, clubs, jobs, or off 
campus activities, we portray the Castleton Way throughout.  
 
If I was taught anything here it was to have grit. There has been limitless support from my 
professors. I was taught to have passion for life. To be my own agent, in having 
perseverance for career goals. 
 
I have had so many opportunities, through service work for habitat humanity, disaster 
relief, and networking in St. Louis. All of these experiences have set me up for my future.  
 
This is our time to explore ourselves.  
Castleton taught us to innovate the world. 
We are all going to be miles and miles apart.  
 
You’re going to question everything, you’re going to question; why am I here, your future 
friendships, your relationships, you’re going to feel lonely, and waiting on that next time 
you’re going to go to factory. But it’s not going to happen.  
 
Expect some obstacles along the way, times are going to be tough but just remember that 
there are so many Castleton grads thousands of miles away thinking the same exact thing. 
This university was put near the green mountains for a reason. To allow us to work 
together to climb over our obstacles.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
My advice to you is to make this next chapter of your life as amazing as your chapter at 
Castleton University! 
 
You’re going to advance in life by what you’re going to learn after you leave here. 
 
So let’s get lit while we still can! 
 
Congratulations to the first class of Castleton University! 


