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Subject: Presiden(al	  Search	  Update	  from	  Chancellor	  Spaulding
Date: Wednesday,	  August	  30,	  2017	  at	  12:04:52	  PM	  Eastern	  Daylight	  Time
From: Weld,	  Jeffrey	  W.
To: Castleton	  Faculty,	  Castleton	  Staff,	  Castleton	  Students

 
Dear Castleton Community,
 
We hope you are settling well into the new semester. The beginning of a new academic year is always
full of promise. We wish you a fulfilling, exciting, and productive year.
 
Most of you are aware that President Dave Wolk announced last spring that he will step down in
December after serving for 16 years as President. President Wolk came to the presidency in December
of 2001 after intertwined careers in education and government. 2017 marks his 43rd year in public
service. He will have been the longest serving president in Castleton history by more than four years
and has transformed Castleton into a strong, vibrant, and respected university; something we can all be
very proud of.
 
The Vermont State Colleges Board of Trustees initiated a national search for President Wolk’s successor
and established a search committee comprised of trustees and faculty, staff, student, and alumni
members of the Castleton community. The Committee has been working diligently over the summer.
After reviewing over fifty applications and conducting interviews with eight candidates, the Committee
is very pleased to announce they have chosen four candidates to invite for intensive campus visits in the
coming weeks. All four have chosen to accept our invitation. In alphabetical order they are:
 

          Anne Huot, Ph.D. Cell & Molecular Biology; former President, Keene State College; former
biomedical technologies professor and director of graduate studies at UVM

          John Labrie, Ed.D., Higher Education Management; former professor and dean at Northeastern
University, currently Founding Principal at Northeastern University Toronto Campus

          Karen Scolforo, Ed.D., Educational Leadership; President, Central Penn College
          Steven Siconolfi, Ph.D., Exercise Physiology; Senior VP and Provost, Mansfield University (PA)

 
The Committee is very excited about these candidates. The next phase of the search broadens
participation to all of you. Beginning next week each of the candidates will visit Castleton for two full
days on the following dates:
 

          John LaBrie – Tuesday, September 5th and Wednesday, September 6th

          Steven Siconolfi – Thursday, September 7th and Friday, September 8th
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          Karen Scolforo – Tuesday, September 12th and Wednesday, September 13th

          Anne Huot – Thursday, September 14th and Friday, September 15th
 
Each candidate will meet with a variety of groups and individuals during their campus visits. They will
also conduct a campus wide community colloquium, providing us all the opportunity to observe them
and engage in a conversation about how to move Castleton forward in an especially challenging
environment for institutions of higher education. The colloquiums will be live streamed and recorded
for remote viewing.
 
You will also have an opportunity to provide your thoughts about the candidates directly to the search
committee and Board of Trustees via a confidential online survey tool.
 
Your source for information about the search is: www.castleton.edu/presidential-search. You will be
able to find the cover letters and CVs for each candidate there now, along with drafts of the schedule for
their campus visits. As new information develops you will find it at the website above. We do not think
the schedules for the candidates’ visits will change much, so please have a look and add relevant
meetings to your calendar.
 
At the conclusion of the candidates’ visits, the search committee will consider all of the input collected
from the campus community, our interviews, and reference checks to identify which candidates will be
referred to the Board of Trustees as finalists. In searches like this, the norm is for two candidates,
unranked, to be forwarded to the Board of Trustees. Once the finalists have been sent to the Board, the
search committee will have completed its work and will disband.
 
It is expected that the finalist candidates will be interviewed in executive session by the Board of
Trustees on September 27th and 28th. An announcement on the outcome of the Board decision will be
shared with the Castleton community as soon as it is certain.
 
You are always welcome to share any thoughts with us or any member of the search committee. As a
reminder, the members of the search committee are:
 
Kimberly Carey           kimberly.carey@castleton.edu
Scott Dikeman            scott.dikeman@castleton.edu
Andre Fleche              andre.fleche@castleton.edu
Churchill Hindes         j.hindes@vsc.edu
Ceil Hunt                    fhgstechie@yahoo.com
Tim Jerman                  timothy.jerman@vsc.edu
Billi Langlois               billie.langlois@castleton.edu
Helen Mango              helen.mango@castleton.edu
Gayle Malinowski       gayle.malinoswski@castleton.edu
Martha O’Connor       Martha.oconnor@vsc.edu
Mariah O’Hara            mko02280@castleton.edu
Aly Richards               Alyson.richards@vsc.edu
Jeb Spaulding              jeb.spaulding@vsc.edu
 
Thank you for your attention and interest. We hope this information is helpful and look forward to
seeing many of you next week.
 
Go Spartans!
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Tim Jerman, Chair, Castleton Search Committee
Jeb Spaulding, Chancellor

____________________
Jeff	  Weld	  ’04
Dean	  of	  Advancement
Woodruff	  Hall	  -‐	  136
Castleton	  University
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