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The Regular Meeting of the Cardinal Board of Education held at 6:00 p.m. on May 13, 2015, was attended by 

Ken Klima, Wendy Anderson, Nancy Ferguson, Andy Sefcik and Katie Thomas.  

 

Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Discussion Items: 
 

Military Plaque Article – Mr. Klima wanted to clarify that the recent article did not include the gentleman who 

started the idea of a Military Honor Roll project. Mr. Tom Petronio, a former board member, deserves the 

recognition as the one who started the project.  However, the idea got stalled once he got off of the board.  

 

Meeting with Jarod Tudor – Mr. Klima and Dr. Hunt met with Jarod Tudor regarding the proposed high school 

at the KSU campus. They reviewed Cardinal’s outlook. Most of the discussion was about Cardinal and the 

current improvements being made and the progress of bringing in technology and changes to our curriculum. 

We recapped the state of the schools and financials, touching on everything Cardinal. Dr. Tudor understood 

where we were coming from and why a couple of folks were a little apprehensive about the consolidated high 

school project. He suggested a Board discussion of possibly backing out of the first phase and being a part of 

the second phase of the project. This will let Cardinal’s plan come together and see what happens. Mr. Klima 

feels there is nothing we can’t teach in our current buildings that they are going to teach in their new building. 

With the distance learning technologies, we can reach so many more students in our own districts. There are so 

many unknowns such as what the building is going to cost, what will be taught, what about special education 

needs, what about sports – they were off the table then on the table and then off again. Why can’t the districts 

offer the same items within their own buildings and districts without spending a large amount of money to 

move into one building at a different location? Mrs. Ferguson wanted to make a clarification, in everything she 

has heard from the beginning there would not be a stadium, it would be up to the new board to decide on that. 

Not sure why you consider this on and then off again, unless you heard something she has not.  Mr. Klima 

replied at the first initial meeting that he was involved in he asked Dr. Tudor specifically about sports and was 

told there would be no sports. Then at the last meeting they brought up the issue of building an athletic 

complex. Mrs. Ferguson stated the ORC requires that a gym be built. Mr. Klima continued the guy from the 

fair board stated the parking lots there could be used for the sporting event parking and the infield at the grand 

stand could be converted into a football field. There are still a lot of unknowns with this project. There has been 

no discussion about teaching staff and how that falls out, and about what will be taught. They will be teaching 

the same classes as we do here at Cardinal, Algebra II there is Algebra II here. As far as teaching something 

new, Mr. Tudor could not tell him what the new courses would be. At this point there are so many unanswered 

questions that he cannot comfortably go out and sell this idea to his neighbors. Mrs. Ferguson asked if we had 

to sell it yet. She thought in the timeline she passed out to everyone, the Board would pass a resolution in 

September to have the state come in and see if it would be feasible to do this. Mr. Klima agreed but stated with 

something like this or a tax levy you should be open and warmly promoting the project or the need prior to 

needing a vote. People are coming up to us Board members and asking questions that we do not have the 

answers to. They are asking why we would support this right now with Cardinal doing all of these things to 

improve the courses here for the students. They feel we have so much going for our District they do not 

understand why we would want to break it up. Mrs. Ferguson has not heard any negatives from the people who 

she has talked in various areas around our Geauga County and they think this is a good idea. Mr. Klima stated 

many have not said this is a bad idea.  They do not understand why we would want to do this, especially now. If 

we were in the same situation as Ledgemont was they would understand the need to consolidate. But they do 

not understand why now since they have heard things have turned around here at Cardinal and positive changes 

are being made with the Straight A grant, the distance learning, and more.  Mrs. Ferguson said all the schools 

have this money from the grants. She felt Mr. Klima was very outspoken at the last meeting about not having a 

plan and Mr. Tudor said they do have a plan.  Mr. Klima said the only plan he mentioned was it was going to 
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be a 7 – 12 building, nothing more. Mrs. Ferguson replied it is a plan and there were only two consolidation 

meetings. She questioned Mark Longrich with Huskie Nation about how they started the foundation process. It 

was most likely a discussion of what they wanted to do and you just started to talk about it. HNF is still revising 

their plan, it is still growing and changing. Mr. Longrich stated we did have a written plan when we started out 

on what we wanted to do and how to get there. Mrs. Anderson stated her concern is she does not know what the 

plan is. She keeps hearing Mrs. Ferguson stating there is a plan but no one knows what it is. The newspapers 

have had many different stories on what is happening. The Good News has an article on the project and it talks 

about stem schools, working with the school that is in place in Auburn, and then it talks about a career tech 

place as well. She is concerned about what the plan truly is. She cannot in good conscience say “yes, let’s go 

with this”. She looked at the timeline which says, we as boards have to make a decision to go with the 

consolidation in September because in October the state is coming in to do this review of theirs until February 

and try to determine what it is that we need. Then things got a little helter skleter to her because it looks like 

regardless of what we wanted, they were going to be there to tell us what we are getting. She does not 

understand how the legislators got involved in this right away; that is the last thing we need. We need to decide 

what we want and then go to the legislators and say this is what we need money for and this is what we need to 

do. Now we have a piece of legislation out there already introduced that says we are going to get 50% - 50% of 

what? Are you going to build a house and then say “yes, I will pay 50% of it” without knowing what the cost 

will be. How are we supposed to sell 50% of what to the voters? What is this going to give the kids, what are 

they receiving, all of our students, not just a portion of them. Mrs. Ferguson told Mr. Klima and Mrs. Anderson 

it seems like they are hearing but not listening when it comes to this. She understands they want Cardinal to 

stay, but we have old schools and you were ok with taking on Ledgemont but not this.  Mrs. Anderson added 

that Mrs. Ferguson was very clear in her opinion that it was all about the bottom line when it came to 

Ledgemont and things were not specified so she voted no. Now we have another thing that is ten times bigger 

and no bottom line and she feels we should just go along with it. Mrs. Anderson is a little confused why. We do 

not know what the plan is and it keeps changing every time it is reported. As a Board that should be a real 

concern. How do we sell that to the voters? Mrs. Ferguson stated Mrs. Anderson paints a real confusing picture 

but if she read the last meeting minutes, Mrs. Ferguson said the bottom line for her would be the money, but she 

does not think we should close the door on this opportunity. Mrs. Anderson stated we have to go pretty far 

down the road before we know what the money is going to be and three of the four districts involved get nothing 

out of the consolidation. Mr. Klima stated at the last meeting for the consolidation, the governor and some 

legislators are all for this. This could be a model school, a real showplace with all of the bells and whistles. But 

to him that vision equals lots of dollar signs to be paid by our voters. And when the Ohio Schools Facilities gets 

involved, you then have to upgrade all of the existing elementary buildings to their current building standards, 

adding more money to the mix. Mrs. Ferguson said they will pay 50% of that. Mr. Klima stated but we have no 

idea what the 50% will be.  Mrs. Ferguson stated she is not going to argue about that. She thinks the small 

school consortium that she heard Dr. Hunt talk about is a good thing. Fairport Harbor is a different type of 

school than ours due to their lower rate of special needs students and the support of Fairmont Minerals, but the 

thought of combining resources for the good of those schools in the consortium is a viable thing. There are 

alternatives and she hates to shut off viable alternatives.  Mrs. Anderson replied she does not have a problem 

with alternatives but when you throw a piece of legislation out there and expect us to vote on something with no 

support it is difficult to back. Mrs. Ferguson countered with you were willing to accept the territory transfer 

legislation.  Mrs. Anderson stated she could clearly see where that process was going; she knew what she was 

looking at. Most schools who get this funding have gotten 80%, we didn’t even ask for it. Mrs. Ferguson said 

the OSC money is based on the property values and we in Geauga County have higher property values than say 

Southington who had to pay only 20% for their project. So for Geauga County schools to get 50% is it not a bad 

deal. Mrs. Anderson has no problem at looking into a consolidation but she does have a problem with moving 

to something that has no plan, with having no idea what these kids will be getting out of this. Mr. Sefcik stated 

the last time he looked we live in a democracy and we should at least investigate this. When it come to a vote, 

we have five heads on this board that would look at this and vote how they feel. Mrs. Anderson, when you look 



Cardinal Local School District 

Regular Meeting 

May 13, 2015 
 

 

 3 

at the numbers and it does not make sense, he would back her 100%. But for this Board to nix this before 

anything goes forward would be doing a disservice.  Mr. Klima clarified that he was not asking for a vote he 

was just reporting what took place in the meeting with Mr. Tudor. He has a right to his opinion as do the rest 

and he feels that Cardinal can offer as good of a service as this new school. It may not be a shiny new building 

but the quality of the education would be there with all of the shared services, the technology and more we have 

in place or to be put in place for the next school year. Mr. Sefcik replied we have looked at shared services in 

the past and he as an elected official is open to see what people have to say. And if someone wants to come and 

offer us something as elected officials we have the responsibility to at least look into it. If it doesn’t make sense 

to us then we have an official vote and say that is it we are out of it. Until that point not bringing everything to 

us as a Board is not a wise decision. Mr. Klima stated again his intention was not to have a vote; this was 

simply a time for discussion and to bring to the Board the information from the conversation last night. We 

have opportunities here at the District and we owe it to our students to give them those opportunities now.  Mrs. 

Thomas asked about the phase 1 that was mentioned. What exactly was phase 1?  Mr. Klima replied that is the 

term Mr. Tudor used and he is not sure what he meant by that, but is guessing if we decide not to go on at this 

time they would continue on to see where it goes after September and we could join in later during the building 

phase. They also mentioned at an earlier meeting that KSU was going to build onto the campus and then 

building a high school has come up. Mr. Klima asked about the addition to KSU and Mr. Tudor said that is now 

gone since they would just share the high school building. There was no mention of if they would be paying 

rent to the new high school or what financial part KSU would be responsible for. So the public will be building 

a building big enough for the university to use at no cost to the university. Mrs. Ferguson stated they are 

donating 25 acres to the project.  Mr. Klima asked if that gave them free use of the publically built buildings. 

Mrs. Ferguson asked if we still have to vote in September.  Mr. Klima replied, yes, according to the timeline. 

Dr. Hunt asked what the vote will be for.  Mrs. Ferguson said the Board would pass a resolution for the state to 

see if a consolidation would be feasible. Mrs. Anderson added they would do investigation from October to 

February and then they will make a decision on what we need. That is where she gets lost. Why are we letting 

them make the decision on what we need? Who went to the legislature to have them get involved? Mrs. 

Ferguson stated, knowing the legislators personally, they took it upon themselves to get involved. They are 

dedicated to this project. Mrs. Anderson responded if they were so dedicated then why didn’t they come to you 

and ask what do you need, not tell us this is what we think you need. We have put the cart before the horse. This 

is where the confusion is. Why didn’t we make a plan and then go to them instead of making our plan fit into 

their legislation.  Mrs. Ferguson stated you cannot take people where they do not want to go. Her advice is 

while you are hearing the words, try to listen to them. Mrs. Anderson has listened to a lot of words. Last week 

someone she trusts asked her what are they doing about this consolidation, does she support it. She said she 

does support an investigation into the possibility of a consolidation but she does not support pushing us along 

the way for something that we do not all agree on or that we do not know what the plan is or what the cost is 

going to be. Nobody here is going to build a house then pay 50% of it without know what is being built and how 

much will it cost to run it. How can we vote on this or take it to the community when we do not know the costs 

to us and to the taxpayers. She is very excited about the things coming to Cardinal in the fall for our schools. 

Let’s make sure we know what we need before we pass things and bring in the state.  Mrs. Ferguson said let’s 

go back to what we have done, we have the lowest grade in Geauga County on our third grade reading scores, 

we got a D. Our state grades have decreased a slight percentage from last year. Let’s talk about the reality of 

where we are at. We are just a heartbeat away from being in fiscal watch. We pay 55% of our taxes to the 

school, enrollment is declining. Mrs. Anderson said there are a lot of good things happening in this community, 

businesses are building. We need to concentrate on our students and getting them what they need right now. 

That is what Dr. Hunt and Mr. Hunter and the rest of the staff are doing. Mrs. Ferguson said we have spent the 

majority of this year talking about the Ledgemont consolidation, the HNF and it has only been in the last few 

meetings that we have talked about the block scheduling and who our identity is. She has seen the focus on 

educating our kids. So, where are we at with this issue? Mr. Klima said the same place as before. We are part 

of the investigation of the consolidation and will continue to attend meetings to see what is happening.  Mrs. 
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Thomas can see everybody’s point and we are all entitled to our opinions as we all come different frames of 

reference.  As an educator, she sees this as a possibility, but she looks at things methodically. There are a lot of 

possibilities but there are hurdles like the money issue. She does not have a lot of faith in the state board 

looking at what we need. They are not educators. She does not have a lot of faith in the legislators, as they have 

supported the way schools are funded even though it has been deemed unconstitutional for over 20 years now. 

She talked with Mr. Tudor personally and asked who is involved in this plan that is involved in education. He 

did not understand her question. She wanted to know who was looking at this as an educational endeavor, like a 

retired superintendent or teacher. She sees the bankers, the investors, and the legislators. There are particulars 

about education they would not know about, such as there has to be a gymnasium and fine arts for a traditional 

high school. It is unfair that we are penalized for living in a wealthier county because of what is going on 20 

miles down the road. The 50% is a gift but not for us. She is cautious and wants to hear what is being said. She 

wants to see the plan other than just it is a 7 – 12 building. She is not ready to jump on board in two or three 

months without more information. We cannot plan to do something without knowing what we are doing. We 

are a Board making a decision for the whole community and they have no input. Mrs. Ferguson said the first 

meeting was more discussion, but the last meeting they had a plan and were willing to listen to different 

models. It is still evolving and in November of 2016 the residents of the four school districts will vote on this 

consolidation. This only has to have two schools for the consolidation and it was previously all four. It is a well 

known fact that Cardinal is the most reticent about looking at this. Mrs. Anderson read through the time line 

which causes her great concern. In March the state board may resolve four districts and tell us what we will 

have. There is no place for knowing the dollar value before the public votes. They will appoint a board to 

establish the new school district. She has issues with the plan included in the time line. Mrs. Ferguson said 

plans can change and we need to focus on the positive benefits.  Mrs. Anderson is focusing on the positive 

benefits of Cardinal schools right now. And that is where we should be. Mrs. Thomas believes we all listen to 

the information and get different things from what we hear. She believes we need to move on tonight with the 

rest of the meeting. Mr. Klima agreed to move forward.  

 

Mrs. Ferguson asked what was going to be done about the D in third grade reading as people will look at that 

when they move into the District. Mr. Klima stated the test scores include our large population of special 

education students which can have a negative impact on our grade.  Mrs. Thomas remarked as an educator with 

knowledge of the third grade teachers here at Cardinal, those teachers have been working hard, including 

tutoring after school. When you are making widgets, you can control the materials that come in and you can 

make excellent widgets. School districts have no control who comes in the door, our special ed costs are 

astronomical and have doubled over the years. Ms. Knuckles has those figures. You can only control the kid’s 

outcomes and push so far. When we are given an arbitrary goal to meet it is hard. Not every single person is 

going to be able to hit that target at the same time. You cannot arbitrarily say we are not doing a good job. We 

are working and making changes and things are going to get better. Dr. Hunt added the kids in third grade did 

not have all day every day kindergarten like we have now. Some of the changes that we are working on will 

help on these grades. These are moving targets and we can have a work session on the report card since it is not 

as simple as looking at the grade. Mr. Sefcik got a D in school and then he worked to get A’s and B’s. Things 

can improve and he is willing to see the changes and watch for the improvements to come. He looks forward to 

it. This is a temporary setback. He has worked in this District and there are a lot of dedicated teachers here 

that are working very hard for the students. Mrs. Anderson said those testing grades do not tell everything 

about a student, a student body or a district. It is only a portion of what is going on. She has studied those 

reports. Additional comments were made by Mrs. Ferguson to make Mrs. Thomas state that the demeanor of 

this Board and how we treat each other should be as people who are elected to do a job. This is not the place 

for this type of comments and behavior. So we need to back off on that kind of business. Mr. Klima brought the 

meeting back to the next item on the agenda. 
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Superintendent’s Report - 

Action Items: 

 

Personnel Matters 

Mrs. Thomas moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to approve the following personnel matters: 

 

 Retirements: 

 Patricia Marchiny, Title 1, effective May 29, 2015 

 

Unpaid Leave: 

 Cynthia Heselden, effective April 14, 17, 27, 28, 2015 

 

FMLA Request: 

 Joe DeMattia, effective May 4-29, 2015 

 

Substitutes: 

 Margaret Gilliland, long-term sub, CMS PE, effective May 4-29, 2015 

 Colleen M. Hall, bus driver, all paperwork has been submitted 

 Laurie Taylor, nurse, all paperwork has been submitted 

 

Supplemental Contracts: 

 Athletic Strength Coordinator, Eric Cardinal - .04 

 Boys Basketball – Head Varsity, Jon Cummins – Step 2 - .17 

 Boys Basketball – Top Asst. – JV, Jim Soltis – Step 2 - .13 

 Boys Basketball – Freshman, Adam Johnson – Step 1 - .10 

 Boys Basketball – Middle School, Shaun Spence – Step 2 - .08 

 Cheerleader Advisor – Middle School, Merry Lou Knuckles – Step 2 - .07 

 Cross Country – Head, Megan Cameron – Step 2 - .09 

 Faculty Manager, Brian George - .12 

 Football – Head Coach, Eric Cardinal – Step 2 - .17 

 Football – Top Assistant, Brett Ambrose/Nathan Peters – Step 0 - .055 each (split contract) 

 Football – Assistant Coach, Jim Soltis Step 2 - .13 

 Football – Assistant Coach, Ben Clutter – Step 2 - .13 

 Football – Middle School, Dan Chenoweth – Step 2 - .11 

 Football – Middle School, Kevin Baggett/Jim Gonczy – Step 2 - .055 each (split contract) 

 Girls Basketball – Head Coach, Luke Kruse – Step 2 - .17 

 Girls Basketball – Top Asst. – JV, Joe DeMattia – Step 2 - .13 

 Girls Basketball – Middle School, Shaun Spence – Step 2 - .08 

 Girls Volleyball – Assistant Coach, Lyndsay Cummins – Step 2 - .13 

 Girls Volleyball – Freshman, Heather Baumgartner – Step 2 - .13 

 Girls Volleyball – Middle School, Diane Baumgartner – Step 2 - .08 

 Girls Volleyball – Middle School, Theresa Zeigler – Step 2 - .08 

 Golf – Head Coach, Greg McCandless – Step 2 - .08 

 Golf – Asst. – JV, Adam Johnson – Step 0 - .03 

 Soccer – Head Coach, Mike Topalian – Step 0 - .10 

 Soccer – Asst. – JV, Luciano Ruscitto – Step 0 - .06 

 Soccer – Middle School, Jamie Dasher – Step 1 - .07 



Cardinal Local School District 

Regular Meeting 

May 13, 2015 
 

 

 6 

 Wrestling – Head Coach – Varsity, Jeff Zeigler – Step 2 - .17 

 Wrestling – Middle School, Brian Zeigler – Step 2 - .08 

 Builders Club Advisor – Middle School, Peggy Karg - .02 

 Building Technology Coordinators 

- JES, Sharron Callahan - .06 

- CIS, Miles Anderson - .04 

- CMS, Shaun Spence/Giovanna Orlando - .03 each (split contract) 

- CHS, Jean Jerina/Lee Fenner - .03 each (split contract) 

 Cardinaires  – Joel Kithcart – Step 1 - .09 

 Class Advisor – Freshman, Jean Jerina - .045 

 Class Advisor – Sophomore, Bethany Drebus - .045 

 Class Advisor – Junior, Candi Peters - .05 

 Class Advisor – Senior, Meghan Turon - .03 

 Flag Advisor, Amy Caperz – Step 2 - .06 

 Key Club Advisor – High School, Candi Peters - .02 

 LPDC, Jean Jerina – $450.00 

 LPDC – Chair, Kim Richards – $900.00 

 Marching Band/Concert Band – High School – Tim Florjancic – Step 1 - .14 

 Mentor Teacher – Lead, Kim Richards - .07 

 Mentor Teacher 

- Melissa Cardinal - .04 

- Sharon Casavecchia - .04 

- Bethany Drebus - .04 

- Lee Fenner - .04 

- Jean Jerina - .04 

- Kim Richards - .04 

 Musical Coordinator – Joel Kithkart – Step 1 - .08 

 Student Council Advisor – High School, Jean Jerina - .03 

 Student Council Advisor – Middle School, Elisabeth Robinson - .03 

 Student Council Advisor – Jordak/CIS, Charlotte Torre - .02 

  

Roll call vote: 

Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye     Nancy Ferguson, aye    Andy Sefcik, aye     Katie Thomas, aye 

 

Donations 

Mrs. Ferguson moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to approve the following donations to the Athletic 

Department: 

Geauga County Pal:  $100.00  

Rich Root:   $100.00, cash 

 

Roll call vote: 

Andy Sefcik, aye     Katie Thomas, aye     Ken Klima, aye     Wendy Anderson, aye     Nancy Ferguson, aye  

 

Pay-to-Participate Fees 

Mr. Klima moved and Mr. Sefcik seconded a motion to approve the Pay-to-Participate fees for the 2015-16 

school year. 
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Middle School Number Participating Fee 

Track 20 $200 

Football 20 $200 

Volleyball 10/20 $200 

Cross Country 10 $200 

Boys/Girls Basketball 10/20 $200 

Wrestling 10 $200 

Cheerleading 6 $100 (fall) 

Cheerleading 6 $100 (winter) 

 

High School Number Participating Fee 

Baseball/Softball 15/25/35 $300 

Track 20/40 $300 

Football 25 $300 

Volleyball 10/18/25 $300 

Cross Country 10/20 $300 

Golf 6/10 $300 

Soccer 15/25 $300 

Boys/Girls Basketball 10/18/25 $300 

Wrestling 10 $300 

Cheerleading 6 $150 (fall) 

Cheerleading 6 $150 (winter) 

Marching Band 70 $200 

Cardinaires 20 $200 

Flag Corp. 15 $180 

Musical  $75 

 

Dr. Hunt shared there has been discussion on what to accomplish with booster groups and pay-to-participate 

fees. He is smiling inside as he asks for the Board to approve a reduction in P-T-P fees. Mr. Sefcik said he sees 

that the fees are reduced by $100 for athletics and did not see a reduction to band. Ms. Knuckles replied Andy 

Cardinal said in a previous meeting that he got the athletic boosters on board with shared fundraising to 

reduce the P-T-P fees, but he has not had the same connection with the music boosters. Mr. Cardinal added he 

is working on it and may come back in the fall for a reduction. Mrs. Ferguson thanked the Athletic Boosters for 

working to cut the costs. Mr. Cardinal added the Friends of Mike also is helping with the cost reduction. Dr. 

Hunt said we may also come back in the fall with family caps, Mr. Cardinal is looking into the numbers. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Wendy Anderson, aye     Nancy Ferguson, aye    Andy Sefcik, aye     Katie Thomas, aye     Ken Klima, aye 

 

Field Trip 

Mrs. Ferguson moved and Mr. Sefcik seconded a motion to approve a field trip taking the Geauga Core Class 

from Auburn to the West Side Market on May 18, 2015, from 8 a.m.- 3 p.m.; trip billed to Geauga County ESC. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Nancy Ferguson, aye     Andy Sefcik, aye      Katie Thomas, aye     Ken Klima, aye     Wendy Anderson, aye  

 

Kelly Miller Circus 

Mr. Sefcik moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to approve the request of the Middlefield Chamber of 

Commerce to use Cardinal Middle School for the Kelly Miller Circus on July 29-30, 2015. 
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Mrs. Ferguson asked if we charge a fee for the use of the property. Ms. Knuckles stated they are charged for 

property clean-up but not sure about rental charge. Mr. Klima added they do check for proper care of animals 

and the property. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Katie Thomas, aye    Nancy Ferguson, aye     Andy Sefcik, aye     Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye 

 

High School Graduation 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve the authority for the high school 

principal to grant diplomas to the following 106 seniors upon the date of graduation exercises, May 23, 2015.  

Students must fulfill all requirements of the State of Ohio and the Cardinal Local School District.  Further, the 

principal is to plan graduation exercises and is authorized to exclude students failing to meet requirements or 

posing a threat to disrupt the ceremony. 
 

CARDINAL HIGH SCHOOL 2015 GRADUATES 

Jeremy Edward Andrews Courtney Nicole Ellis ZeHua Lin 

Andrew Lee Arnold Michaela Joy Estapia Evan Robert List 

Austin Joseph Barlow Ashley Lynn Farrar Ameleya Francine Loeser 

Wyatt Lee Barnum Mark Anthony Fazi Shelby Ann Loze 

Kaitlin Marie Bean Alexys Anne Fenselon Zachary Allen Loze 

Jacob Alexander Bechter Spencer Dale Folk Ashley Nicole Lucarelli 

Amanda Rose Bonath Lucas John Fulop Christa Marie Lunger 

Malcolm Davis Brooks, Jr. Anna Marie Futty Isabelle Lynn Macek 

Faith Taylor Brown Matthew Allen Gates Ashley Nicole Mach 

Ryan Andrew Bruncak Ronald Martin Gilman Ethan Tyler Mackell 

Arlene Byler Kyle James Gubanyar Lauren Carlene Maji 

Christina Marie Byler Avila Rose Gyorki Ian Rilye Mast 

John George Canterbury Marissa Eros Gyorki Amy Lynn Miller 

Kendra Margaret Collier Megan Elyssa Gyorki Robert Allen Mrosko, Jr. 

Carli Ruth Collins Matthew Lee Hamlin Anastasia Solstice Nelson 

Eric Michael Continenza Joshua Dale Hostetler Christian Alexander Pio 

Noreika 

Kristopher Steven Cress Cody Alan Hunt Cheyenne Renee Polverine 

Michael Anthony Darocha, II Anna Lee Johnson Lynn Katherine Price 

Logan Charles Daw Maria Anastasia Klingensmith Cody Lee James Purpura 

Cody Matthew Dearth Zachary David Kmiec William Kazimir Ray 

Chad Roy Delbo Jessica Lynn Koches Zachary Michael Retych 

Eric Eddy Cassidy Nicole Kolson Ryan James Riebe 

Taylor Lynn Edelman Sierra Ann Isabella Kosh Sierra Brooke Ritchey 

Alexander Eden Eric LeGrand Mitchell Blaine Rought 

Ambermarie Ellis Lydia Blessing Lewis Cassandra LeeAnn Runyon 

Cameron Michael Saliga Brent Austin Stauffer Carsten Frederic Weizer 

Khaleel Emaihe Terryli Samir Matthew John Stupka Brendan Christopher Whitney 

Brian Paul Schultz, Jr. Michael Henrey Tamburro Brandon Michael Wicks 

Logan Alexander Schultz Gerald Charles Tamburro Alec Scabrough Wolff 

Sean Patrick Daniel Shantery Clark Kula Thurling Stephanie Ann Wolff 

Ashleigh Nicole Shepard Joseph Aaron Tucker Angelyn Margaret Wright 
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Alyssa Faith Shirkey Jasmine Vunak Brandon Michael Wroblesky 

Destiny Leigh Sodee Francis Walker Brant Anthony Zemelka, II 

William Ernest Spitler, Jr. Miranda Katherine Warner Jordan Leigh Zenisek 

Charles Douglas Sprague Zachary Weirick  

 

Mrs. Ferguson asked if we knew how many were going to college and got athletic or academic scholarships. 

Ms. Knuckles said scholarships are not awarded until next week. Mrs. Ferguson said the Board would like to 

have a summary. Dr. Hunt stated he would have to get that from the guidance counselor. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Ken Klima, aye   Wendy Anderson, aye      Katie Thomas, aye     Nancy Ferguson, aye   Andy Sefcik, aye 

 

Tuition Agreement 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mr. Klima seconded a motion to approve a monthly tuition agreement with Safely 

Home School, an ODJFS Licensed Children’s Residential Center, at $155.20/day, for one student. 

  

Mrs. Ferguson asked what this was.  Dr. Hunt replied it is placement for one of our special ed students. Mrs. 

Ferguson asked where this is at. Dr. Hunt was not sure but he believes it is in Cleveland. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Wendy Anderson, aye     Katie Thomas, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye      Ken Klima, aye  

 

Acceptable Use Policy 

Mr. Sefcik moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to approve the Acceptable Use Policy for both staff 

and students. (ATTACHMENTS A & B) 

 

Roll call vote: 

Katie Thomas, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye     Andy Sefcik, aye       Ken Klima, aye    Wendy Anderson, aye  

 

Tax Abatement Resolutions 

Mr. Klima moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to approve two resolutions to support proposed Tax 

Abatement in Parkman Township. 

 
1.) A RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING AND APPROVING THE COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT 

AREA AGREEMENT BETWEEN GEAUGA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND 

PARKMAN PROPERTIES LLC/WATER STAR, INC.: 

 

WHEREAS, The Geauga County Board of Commissioners created the Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) 

in Parkman Township in order to provide appropriate development incentives to support economic 

development projects, and 

 

WHEREAS, Parkman Properties LLC/Water Star Inc. proposes to construct a new 25,000 sf manufacturing 

facility in the Parkman Township Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) at a cost of approximately $650,000, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Parkman Properties LLC/Water Star Inc. proposes to relocate 30 employees to this facility and 

over the course of three years add another 12 employees, and 

  

WHEREAS, The Geauga County Board of Commissioners proposes to provide a ten year 100% tax abatement 

to Parkman Properties LLC/Water Star Inc. for the planned construction, and 
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WHEREAS, The proposed project is consistent with the Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) adopted by 

resolution 15.030 by the Geauga County Board of Commissioners on April 21, 2015. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT CARDINAL SCHOOL DISTRCIT OF THE COUNTY OF 

GEAUGA, STATE OF OHIO ACKNOWLEDGES AND APPROVES THIS PROJECT BY RESOLUTION. 

 
2.) A RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING AND APPROVING THE COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT 

AREA AGREEMENT BETWEEN GEAUGA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND CNC 

PRECISION MACHINE INC.: 

 

WEHREAS, The Geauga county Board of Commissioners created the Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) in 

Parkman Township in order to provide appropriate development incentives to support economic development 

projects, and 

 

WHEREAS, CNC Precision Machine Inc. proposes to expand their current facility in the Parkman Township 

Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) with a 45,000 sf addition at a cost of approximately $1,700,000, and 

 

WHEREAS, CNC Precision Machine Inc. proposes to relocate 90 employees to this facility and over the 

course of three years add another 20 employees, and 

 

WHEREAS, The Geauga County Board of Commissioners proposes to provide a ten year 100% tax abatement 

to CNC Precision Machine Inc. for their planned addition, and 

 

WHEREAS, The proposed project is consistent with the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) adopted by 

resolution 15.030 by the Geauga County Board of Commissioners on April 21, 2015. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT CARDINAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE COUNTY OF 

GEAUGA, STATE OF OHIO ACKNOWLEDGES AND APPROVES THIS PROJECT BY RESOLUTION. 

 

Dr. Hunt stated two businesses in Parkman are seeking tax abatement, one is moving into an existing building and adding 

on and the other is building a new building.  

 

Roll call vote: 

Nancy Ferguson, Abstain (due to relationship issue with Parkman Trustee)    Andy Sefcik, nay  

Ken Klima, aye      Wendy Anderson, aye     Katie Thomas, aye  

 

Discussion Item: 

 

Permanent Improvement Levy – Ms. Knuckles shared a recap of the permanent improvement levy discussion 

from the work session and provided the Board with a time line of events for putting a levy on in November, 

2015. We discussed a 2 mill PI levy and with the passage of that levy we would move the 1 mill of inside 

millage back into our general fund. The money would be used for PI projects, bus and van purchases and 

technology purchases. Ms. Knuckles verified the type of levies available and according to the county auditor 1 

mill would collect approximately $300,800 so a two mill levy would collect $601,600 per year. The discussion 

is in the minutes. The general consensus, with no vote occurring, based on discussion for the night was a 2 mill 

levy for a five year period and we could convert to a continuing levy at a later date if necessary. The Bond 

counsel informed her there are two types of levies.  A general levy, where we would be able to use the money 

as just mentioned, is normally a continuing levy. However, we can put it on for a five year period. The specific 

purpose levy is used for a specific project and then it is discontinued when that project is completed, such as the 

levy to build the middle school. This is a timed period levy. It is suggested to go for a general permanent 

improvement levy and he will provide the appropriate language for the resolution to go to the voters for the levy 
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based on the millage and time frame we decide. Tonight the resolution is just to request the county auditor to 

provide the necessary information on what dollar value the levy would provide in a one year time frame. Once 

this resolution is passed and the information is received from the county auditor, Mr. Larson will put together 

the required resolution for our board to vote to take this levy to the voters. We can discuss this levy in detail at 

the May work session board meeting to determine the millage and the time period. We can then pass on the 

information to have the resolution compiled for us to approve at the June meeting and turn in the paperwork to 

the board of elections for the November ballot.  When this levy passes we will include that tax dollar 

information on our Tax Budget for the 2016 fiscal year and begin the collection of these monies in August of 

2016.  In July we will need to start the levy campaign. As Mr. Sefcik stated at a previous meeting, we need to 

maintain our current buildings right now regardless of what is happening down the road.  

 

Dr. Hunt stated, as shared at the State of the Schools Address, we are looking ok and with the changes we have 

made and continue to carry forward, we will have a stable budget for the next five years. We know we have 

been teetering with our five year forecast and we have made changes to push our need for new operating 

money out another year. With positive support from the Board and passing the PI levy, we will be able to move 

the inside millage back into the operating budget and this will help us push out our need for new money again. 

This will enable us to secure the financing for the bigger projects and help sustain our bottom line.  Ms. 

Knuckles said the five year forecast to be approved tonight shows this movement as a future goal and supports 

this sustainability as Dr. Hunt is talking about. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 

Minutes 

Mr. Sefcik moved and Mr. Klima seconded the motion to approve the minutes for the April 8, 2015, regular 

meeting and the April 22, 2015, work session/special meeting, as updated. 

 

Mrs. Ferguson asked for a clarification in the April 22
nd

 minutes. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Ken Klima, aye    Wendy Anderson, aye    Nancy Ferguson, aye     Andy Sefcik, aye     Katie Thomas, aye  

 

Bills 

Mrs. Ferguson moved and Mr. Sefcik seconded a motion to approve the bills in the amount of $1,137,308.96 

(includes payroll) paid during April, 2015, and those necessary for May, 2015. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Wendy Anderson, aye    Nancy Ferguson, aye     Andy Sefcik, aye     Katie Thomas, aye   Ken Klima, aye     

 

Financial Reports 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve the SM1, the Monthly Financial Reports 

and Cash Reconciliation for the month ending April 30, 2015, as submitted.  Also approve the amendments to 

the Certified Revenues and Appropriations for the month of April, and those amendments necessary for May.  

General Fund Certified Revenues are $13,699,789. All Other Fund Certified Revenues are $3,669,614.91.  

General Fund Appropriations are $13,756,811. All Other Fund Appropriations are $3,800,177.90. 

 

Roll call vote: 

Nancy Ferguson, aye     Andy Sefcik, aye     Katie Thomas, aye   Ken Klima, aye    Wendy Anderson, aye     
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Interest Income 

The School District earned $564.43 in interest income for the month of April; fiscal year-to-date total is 

$4,360.42. Interest rates are: Middlefield- Bank – 0.30%. 

 

Five-Year Forecast  

Mr. Sefcik moved and Mrs. Thomas seconded a motion to approve the updated Five-Year Forecast as adjusted 

due to changes in certified revenues and appropriations and other known facts for Fiscal Year 2015 and beyond 

as required by Ohio Revised Code. 

 
Roll call vote: 

Andy Sefcik, aye     Katie Thomas, aye   Ken Klima, aye    Wendy Anderson, aye     Nancy Ferguson, aye      

 

Flex Spending Amendment 

Mrs. Thomas moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to adopt the Election of Carryover amendment to 

the current Flexible Spending Account to allow employees to carryover $500 of the remaining unused amount 

into the next plan year. (See Attachment TR) 

 

Ms. Knuckles clarified our current policy is for employees to establish an amount to set aside for the year. At 

the end of the year any money not used for approved medical care reimbursements, is returned to the District. 

The employee looses their money. This will allows the employee to carryover up to $500 into the next time 

period to be used. If not used within a specific time period it reverts to the District.  

 

Roll call vote:  

Katie Thomas, aye    Ken Klima, aye     Wendy Anderson, aye   Nancy Ferguson, nay    Andy Sefcik, aye 

 

Resolution of Necessity 

Mr. Klima moved and Mrs. Anderson seconded a motion to adopt of the following resolution: 

 

 A RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO LEVY AN ADDITIONAL TAX FOR 

GENERAL PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS AND REQUESTING THE GEAUGA COUNTY 

AUDITOR TO CERTIFY THE TOTAL CURRENT TAX VALUATION OF THE SCHOOL 

DISTRICT AND THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF REVENUE THAT WOULD BE GENERATED 

BY THAT ADDITIONAL LEVY, PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 5705.03 AND 5705.21 OF THE 

REVISED CODE. 
 

 WHEREAS, this Board finds that the amount of taxes which may be raised within the ten-mill limitation by 

levies on the current tax duplicate will be insufficient to provide an adequate amount for the necessary requirements of 

the School District and that it is necessary to levy a tax in excess of that limitation for the purpose of general 

permanent improvements for a period of five years; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with Division (B) of Section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, in order to submit the 

question of a tax levy pursuant to Section 5705.21 of the Revised Code, this Board must request that the Geauga 

County Auditor certify (i) the total current tax valuation of the School District and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue 

that would be generated by the levy; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with Division (B) of Section 5705.03 of the Revised Code, upon receipt of a 

certified copy of a resolution of this Board declaring the necessity of the tax, stating its purpose, whether it is an 

additional levy or a renewal or a replacement of an existing tax, and the Section of the Revised Code authorizing its 

submission to the electors, and requesting such certification, the County Auditor is to certify the total current tax 

valuation of the District and the dollar amount of revenue that would be generated by the proposed levy; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Cardinal Local School District, 

Counties of Geauga and Trumbull, Ohio, that: 

 

 Section 1.  This Board declares that it is necessary to levy an additional 2.0-mill ad valorem property tax 

outside of the ten-mill limitation for the purpose of general permanent improvements, and that it intends to submit the 

question of that levy to the electors at an election on November 3, 2015, as authorized by Section 5705.21 of the 

Revised Code. 

 

Section 2.  This Board requests the Geauga County Auditor to certify to it both (i) the total current tax 

valuation of the District and (ii) the dollar amount of revenue that would be generated by the 2.0-mill levy specified in 

Section 1. 

 

 Section 3.  The Treasurer of this Board is authorized and directed to deliver promptly to the Geauga County 

Auditor a certified copy of this resolution. 

 

 Section 4.  This Board finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board and of any of its committees 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken, and that all deliberations of this Board and of any 

of its committees that resulted in such formal actions were held, in meetings open to the public, in compliance with the 

law. 

 

 Section 5.  This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and immediately upon its adoption. 

 

Ms. Knuckles stated she will be requesting the information for 2.5 and 3 mills in case the Board decides 2 mills is not enough. 

 

Roll call vote:  

Ken Klima, aye     Wendy Anderson, aye      Nancy Ferguson, aye      Andy Sefcik, aye     Katie Thomas, aye  

 

Hearing of the Public: 

 

Mark Longrich – Huskie Nation Update – They have the plans for the concession stand/restrooms and have in-

kind donations for most of the project.  Mrs. Ferguson asked how the grants are going and how many were 

applied for. Mr. Longrich said they have a grant writer and are working on about $800,000 in grant monies. 

Mrs. Ferguson asked if it is all one grant. Mr. Longrich stated they are multiple grants that are renewable each 

quarter. Mrs. Anderson thanked Dairy Queen and Urban Growers for donating money to HNF. Dr. Hunt shared 

about the cards received from Dairy Queen for a 15% donation to HNF when you present the card when 

ordering. Dr. Hunt added when they get to the point of breaking ground, the Board will have to approve a lease 

agreement once the legal counsel has it completed. This is needed in order for them to build on our property. 

Mr. Cardinal stated Urban Growers is owned by a Cardinal grad.   

 

Greg McClain – As a parent and a tax payer he is asking the Board not give up any control to the state from our 

elected officials. If we have to, please give the community notice and a chance to speak. They need to know 

what is going on with this project and the control aspect. Mrs. Ferguson thought it is an excellent idea and if we 

pursue this we should hold a community meeting.  

 

Information:  

 

RTTT - Dr. Hunt shared this grant is now finished, all money spent and all resources completed. 

 

Commencement – May 23, 2015, at 10 a.m. at the high school. The last day of school is May 29, 2015, and it is 

a two hour early release day. 
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Alumni Update – Ms. Knuckles reported the Alumni Association Golf Outing is June 13, 2015, at Grandview- 

still time to sign up. The Grand Reunion is on July 25, 2015 at Middlefield Fire Hall. We are in need names and 

addresses. More information will be out soon on the reunion. 
 

Legislative Update: 
 

Mrs. Anderson reported they are excited by the rewrite of the budget. The final budget should be completed in 

June. 
 

Auburn Career Center:  
 

Mr. Klima reported they have found language in the laws that you can combine a PI levy and an operating levy. 

The levy group has a wish list of $16 million, building B needs a new roof and there is need for parking lot 

repairs. The budget would show a $4.2 million carryover into 2019 and the board said they must pare it down. 

In the end they decided not to go to the public for a levy this year, but may in the spring.  Auburn needs to go to 

the needs based budget like we do here at Cardinal and not a wants budget as they have done in the past. 
 

Student Recognition Liaison: 
 

Mrs. Thomas congratulated the following students for their achievements: 
  

Jordak Elementary –  

Huskie Pride Awards for March  

Kindergarten      

 Leia Gingerich             Isaac Kunzler  Elli Dubasik             Cindy Hershberger 

 Nijha McLeish             Abigail Sulyok  Rachel Gingerich      Brandon Hemrock  

 Amber Penn  Haylee Taylor  Adrian Troyer  Ayden Weaver 

 Amy Byler 

First Grade  

 Maggie Grant             Landon Gallagher Brody Scott             Emma Sulyok  

 Brayden Blankenship   Hadley Winters  Brayden Henrie        Elizabeth Morris        

      Alexia Schroeter            Jaleashia Reese     

Second Grade      

 Madelyn Ehrhardt         Jayden Goss  Charlie Prosser             Starr Dillon 

 Madison Gardella         Andrew Gingerich Kayleigh Duncan           Olivia Tucholski  

 Jacob Miller  Chaise Harris  Katelyn Hamburg          Austin Sly 

Stars      

 Stephen Weaver 
 

Cardinal Intermediate School - 

Huskie Pride Awards for March  

Third Grade  

  Rylee Wernsman     Kyle Sinclair  Lillian Katz  Michael Reis  

  Mason Litz  Josh Barna  Dixie Miller  Kay Emma Weaver    

  Emily Dennis  Kayla Rulong  Liliana Morris  Alex Mesarchik  

  Tyheed Johnson 

 

Fourth Grade  

  Ben Rhodes  Alexis Thompson Trevor Horvath  Briauna Olp 

  Audrey Avalon  Jake Bean  Eddie Svoboda  Noreen Baril 
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  Cassie Nguyen  Skylar Earhardt  Lily Wittlock  Aiden Cox 

  Colleen Smock 

Middle School -  

Paw PRIDE winners of 4-17-15:  

  5th grade - Mattison Miller  

  7th grade - Rodger Roach  

  8th grade - Grace Bayzath, Jacob Gotham, Terryan Metheny  

Paw PRIDE winners of 4-24-15:  

  5th grade - Colby Turon, Trace Filla, Connor Callison  

  6th grade - Chauna Limbeck  

  7th grade - Millie McBride, Emma Traggiai  

  8th grade - Alec Miller, Tanner Hochstetler, Adriana Naples  

Paw PRIDE winners of 5-8-15:  

  5th grade - Anthony Soltis, Seth Hill, Lindsay Hissa, Brookelynn Kempton 

  6th grade - Daisy Yoder, Halle Dalpiaz  

  8th grade - Devon Morgan, Sydney Hahner  
 

High School -  

Congratulation to our Historical Art Show Winners: 

 First Place - Lydia Lewis 

 Second Place - Alex McMillin & Destiny Sodee (tie) 

 Honorable Mention - Amanda Bonath, Barbara Detweiler, Ethan Mackell, Kathleen Morris,  

Marissa Vidal,  Angelica Wright. 
 

 

Executive Session: 
 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mr. Sefcik seconded a motion to retire to Executive Session for the purpose of 

Employment of Personnel. 

  

 Motion approved at:  7:30 P.M. 

 

Roll call vote:       Mrs. Anderson, aye   Mrs. Ferguson, aye  Mr. Sefcik, aye 

     Mrs. Thomas, aye Mr. Klima, aye      

        

 Time Retired:      7:35 P.M. 

 Time Returned from Executive Session:  8:10 P.M. 
 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Mrs. Anderson moved and Mr. Sefcik seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:14 P.M. 

 

Roll call vote: unanimous yes. 

 

 

_______________________________________   _____________________________________ 

                 Kenneth Klima, President                                             Merry Lou Knuckles, Treasurer 


