
CHILDAID CARNIVAL EDITION

Where: Sands Theatre, Marina Bay Sands
When: Friday, 8pm, Saturday, 2.30 and
8pm
Admission: $18, $28 and $38 (excluding
booking fees) from
www.marinabaysands.com/ticketing or
call 6688-8826. Tickets are also available
from Marina Bay Sands theatre box
office, SkyPark, ArtScience Museum and
the MBS retail mall concierge.

Nur Syahiidah Zainal

Instead of playing video games this
school holiday, Matthew Chua has
been hard at work juggling clubs and
perfecting his act for
the ChildAid 2013 con-
cert.

Even though he has
a jam-packed rehears-
al schedule, Matthew,
15, does not mind
putting in the effort as
he thinks that it is
important for under-
privileged children to
know that they have
support from others in
the community.

He says: “I feel good taking part in
ChildAid because I can finally start giv-
ing back to society after all the help

I’ve been receiving.”
The annual charity concert Child-

Aid features child performers who aim
to raise funds for other needy chil-
dren.

For the first time,
this year’s concert fea-
tures circus acts such
as juggling, stilt-walk-
ing and stunts per-
formed in mid-air.

This year’s show,
the ninth, takes the
theme of “carnival” in
four segments linked
by the music of French
composer Camille
Saint-Saens. The

piece in question is The Carnival Of
The Animals.

Matthew is part of Circus Infinity,
an 11-member troupe comprising

special needs youth and youth at risk
from the Salvation Army, Katong
School and Metta School circus arts
groups. The three groups train under
the tutelage of contemporary circus
arts company Circus In Motion.

Besides juggling, they will perform
an array of tricks including stilt-walk-
ing and diabolo manipulation to the
accompaniment of orchestral music
during the Ferris Wheel segment.

Another of its members, a 15-
year-old who wants to be known only
as Pei Wen, will be walking on stilts
during the show’s prologue.

She says: “There are some tricks
that can be done while on stilts, such
as jumping or hopping, but this time
I’ll mostly be walking.”

“Although I’m used to the height, I
still get a little nervous every time I
put the stilts on,” she adds.

She will also be performing in a
contact juggling act using crystal
balls. The act will see her rolling
crystal balls over her hands and body
instead of tossing them into the air.

Even though the numerous rehears-
als require Katong School’s Nuh Ismail
Abdullah to cut down on the time he
spends with family and friends, he
thinks that it is worth the sacrifice.

“My family and friends have seen
videos of my performances and they
said I am good. They were proud to
learn that I am performing in
ChildAid,” says the 15-year-old, who
will be showing off his skills on a bal-
ancing ball.

In all, about 130 performers, who
include gymnasts, musicians and
vocalists, will be backed by a 33-piece
orchestra during the show held on Fri-
day and Saturday. Tickets are still
available, although seats for the
second day are selling fast.

Funds raised go to The Straits
Times School Pocket Money Fund,
which helps needy students pay for
meals during recess or transport to
school, and The Business Times Bud-
ding Artists Fund, which aims to give
underprivileged children a chance to
nurture their artistic talents.

Jointly organised by The Straits
Times and The Business Times,
ChildAid is sponsored by Citi
Singapore and HSBC. The official
venue partner is Marina Bay Sands.

For details, go to
www.straitstimes.com/childaid or
www.facebook.com/childaid

Ajay, 15
(left),
rehearsing
for the
ChildAid
concert.
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Yip Wai Yee

H
ong Kong actress Carina
Lau has seen Singapore
film Ilo Ilo and says that
its haul at the Golden
Horse Awards was

“well-deserved”.
The domestic drama about a Filipi-

na maid and a Singapore family was
the surprise winner at the prestigious
awards show in Taipei on Nov 23
when it walked away with four
awards, including the biggest prize of
the night for Best Feature Film.

In that category, Singaporean direc-
tor Anthony Chen’s film beat four
major works by heavyweight direc-
tors: Jia Zhangke’s A Touch Of Sin,
Tsai Ming-liang’s Stray Dogs, Johnnie
To’s Drug War, as well as Wong Kar
Wai’s The Grandmaster, in which
Lau’s husband Tony Leung Chiu Wai
stars in.

Says the 47-year-old actress in
Mandarin: “I had already heard very
good things about Ilo Ilo before the
Golden Horse, but I went to watch it
after the awards. I was so surprised by
how moving it was. It is such a small
film and it’s a simple story, but I was
very touched by the end of it.

“It absolutely deserves all the recog-
nition and encouragement that it has
gotten so far.”

Lau was in town for the store open-
ing of fashion boutique Roger Vivier at
Takashimaya Shopping Centre last Fri-
day night.

She adds: “These days, film studios
keep making big-budget, commercial
films. It’s getting harder and harder
for smaller films like Ilo Ilo to stand
out.

“So the fact that the director of Ilo
Ilo managed to stick it out to the very
end and deliver such a fantastic film –
I think it’s just great.”

Asked if her husband was
disappointed over his Golden Horse
loss in the category for Best Actor, she
quickly shakes her head.

Leung, 51, lost the award to Taiwan-
ese actor Lee Kang-sheng, 45, for
Stray Dogs.

She says: “No, no, no, of course he
is not disappointed at all. Lee
Kang-sheng is an excellent actor and
he has been around for more than 20
years. It’s just that he has had quite a
bit of bad luck, I think, when it comes
to recognition with awards, so it’s
nice that he’s getting this one now. I
didn’t see Stray Dogs, but I’m sure he
was very good in it.

“Of course, I’ve been rooting for
Tony the whole time, but now that
Lee Kang-sheng has won, I think Tony
can handle that reality with no prob-
lem. After all, there is no one in the
world today who doubts Tony is a
great actor.”

The actress sounds very supportive
of her husband, but it is clear that she
is also fiercely independent.

When talking about her role in her
latest movie Bends, she says that “all
women should have their own life,
their own work”.

In Flora Yau’s Bends, Lau plays a
wealthy Hong Kong housewife whose
life falls apart when her breadwinner
husband disappears one day.

Says the actress with a firm voice:
“Women really need to be independ-
ent. If women leave their future to
men, there is no sense of security. It’s
so important that women have their
own lives and their own work.”

The film, now showing in Hong
Kong, also shows the tension among
individuals along Hong Kong’s border
with China’s Shenzhen. Lau’s charac-
ter, Anna, befriends her driver Fai
(played by Chen Kun), who hopes to
sneak his wife from Shenzhen into
Hong Kong to give birth to her second
child there. Bends has not gotten a re-
lease date in Singapore yet.

While the influx of mainland
Chinese into Hong Kong is a hot-
button issue in the territory, the
actress believes that the film “has no
political motivations”.

She says: “The director, when writ-
ing and making this film, does not
have any political agenda. She simply
wants to use her film to reflect the cur-
rent social situation of Hong Kong and
Chinese society.

“Whatever the audience has to say
about these issues, we leave it to them
to watch and decide.”

yipwy@sph.com.sg

Ilo Ilo gets four nods at Asia-Pacific Film Fest:
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Oslo – Say goodbye to breathless intrigue and
dramatic twists. Slow TV is attracting record
audiences in Norway, with hours, even days,
devoted to knitting, fishing and panoramic land-
scapes.

Public broadcaster NRK has replaced some of
its usual prime-time drama and entertainment
with long, lingering images of cruise liners touring
fjords and hours of crackling log fires.

With up to 134 hours of uninterrupted footage,
this snail-paced entertainment has become some-
thing of a Norwegian speciality.

“It’s literally reality TV: something authentic
that’s shown in real time without being edited,”
said Mr Rune Moeklebust, head of programmes at
NRK.

The concept was pioneered in 2009, coinciding
with the centenary of the Bergen railway line. The
route passes through breathtaking scenery,
connecting Norway’s second city with the capital
Oslo.

The train trip, all seven hours and 16 minutes
of it, was filmed with onboard cameras and
archive footage was added to fill in some of the
duller moments as the train passed through long,
dark tunnels.

The idea was original, easy to produce and soon
embraced by the public broadcaster, uncon-
strained by commercial considerations.

It decided to air the experiment on one of its
two national channels – to a roaring success.

About 1.2 million viewers, nearly a quarter of
the population of Norway, tuned into NRK2 for at
least part of the trip.

“When I asked a few days later if I could
borrow the airwaves for 51/2 days to broadcast live
from the Coastal Express (a cruise liner touring
the Norwegian coast), I was told ‘yes, of course’,”
said Mr Moeklebust.

The formula, again, was a resounding success –
3.2 million television viewers watched parts of the
trip as hundreds of onlookers flocked to see the
ship in various ports.

Norway’s royal family was even featured as
Queen Sonja waved regally from the deck of the
royal yacht, as the two ships crossed paths.

The slow-moving saga was addictive for some,
including 82-year-old Knut Grimeland, who
stayed glued to his television for days on end.

“It’s hard to say how many hours I slept, but
not many,” he said. “I dozed a little on the sofa
from time to time, but I didn’t make it to bed for
five days.” Others forgot they were not actually
on board.

When the Bergen-Oslo train chugged into its
final destination, one viewer said he grabbed the
curtains in his living room, looking for his suitcase
in the train compartment.

Mesmerising voyages are not the only “slow”
treats being offered to Norway’s TV audiences.

NRK airs shows on salmon fishing, knitting and
the intricacies of making the perfect log fire.

The recipe is simple: a long introduction with
historical background, then an even longer exami-
nation of the activity from beginning to end. A
show on knitting, for example, goes from sheep
shearing straight through to the final stitch on a
jumper.

“Slow TV attracts all categories of the popula-
tion: young people intrigued by the novelty and
strangeness of it and older viewers who find the
topic or voyage interesting,” said Mr Moeklebust.

Some see it as a welcome respite from an
increasingly hectic society.

“When most stations are opting for the same
programme formats, it’s tempting to dive into a
niche that goes against the grain,” said sociologist
Arve Hjelseth of the Norwegian University of
Science and Technology in Trondheim.

“Slow TV is a chance for people to sit down,
relax and contemplate.” It may, however, take
some time before the concept takes off elsewhere.

When the Coastal Express was sold to the
United States, the epic voyage was slimmed down
to a one-hour show.

And while it may be a smash hit with millions
of Norwegians, it is not to everyone’s liking.

“It’s incredible that the public can sit and stare
at this for hours,” said outspoken critic Trond
Blindheim, principal of the Oslo School of Manage-
ment.

“Most people watch idiotic TV.... I’m literally
incapable of saying anything sensible about people
who are glued to TV sets watching the bow of a
ship and people on a shore waving their arms
about.” But NRK sees a bright future for the genre
and Mr Moeklebust is not one to put limits on crea-
tivity.

He is now toying with the idea of a programme
dissecting the concept of time – from the making
of a clock to, well, just the passing of time –
minute by minute, hour by hour.

“When someone tells me you can’t show that
on television, I take it as a sign: it means I’m on to
something,” he said.

Agence France-Presse

“Women really need to be independent. If
women leave their future to men, there is

no sense of security. It’s so important
that women have their own lives.”

Carina Lau (above)

WIN A
SMARTPHONE!

One reader a day will win a gift. Write to 
stxmas@sph.com.sg and tell us in 40 words:

“Why I or my loved one deserves to get a
gift from The Straits Times?”

For more info, go to
www.straitstimes.com/st-christmas-2013
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Having a ball of a time giving back
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