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“One army, one mission, one message”. When General Linda Bond launched the world vision in 

2011, it was accompanied with the following words: “I am convinced, beloved, that the DNA of the 

Salvation Army somehow is tapped to our inner heads and to our hearts. We simply know what we 

are supposed to be about and recognize that we are not doing it as well as we ought.”
1
 

 

The Salvation Army has a unique privilege in the common historical and theological background 

(e.g. the eleven doctrines) that makes the foundation of every Salvationist’s Christian life and 

represents the point of departure of any action undertaken by the Army. Challenges to this shared 

spiritual identity however appear when faced with an army currently operating in up to 128 

countries, thereby spanning an immense variety of cultures, ethnicities, languages, and living 

circumstances, not to mention its continual expansion to new regions and territories
2
. Each country 

has its own traditions, policies, cultural practices, norms and beliefs, its peoples have different 

needs, various life conditions and perception of the world. In the light of this blessed diversity, if we 

are to truly merge ourselves into becoming one single global army of soldiers, instead of solely 

being individual soldiers of an army, the Salvationist ‘DNA’ becomes ever more relevant and 

important to clarify and return to.  

 

General Linda Bond’s vision presents a: 

“God-raised, Spirit-filled Army of the 21
st
 Century, convinced of its calling, 

moving forward together into the world of the hurting, broken, lonely, 

dispossessed and lost, reaching them in love by all means with the 

transforming message of Jesus, bringing freedom, hope and life.”
3
  

 

There it is; our God-given mission and our DNA - to go out and meet the hurting, broken, lonely, 

dispossessed and lost with God’s abounding love and transforming presence. Is this a realistic task? 
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Or is the belief that one army with one mission and one message spread across 128 countries can 

truly exist and actually lead to the physical and spiritual salvation of many, too naive?  

 

In 1890, in one of his most influential writings – “In Darkest England and the Way out” - William 

Booth claimed an urgency to help the socially “Lost, the Outcast, …the Disinherited of the World.”, 

which he estimated to amount to around three million men, women and children in Great Britain 

alone
4
. These he defined as “(1) those who, having no capital or income of their own, would in a 

month be dead from sheer starvation were they exclusively dependent upon the money earned by 

their own work; and (2) those who by their utmost exertions are unable to attain regulation 

allowance of food which the law prescribes as indispensable even for the worst criminals.”
5
. He 

presented these numbers not with despair, but with hope and faith in the fact that with the right 

strategy, with a joint effort and with God’s guidance, the Salvation Army could be part of a major 

life transformation for these “lost” populations. 

 

In 2010, the World Bank estimated that around 1.22 billion people worldwide lived under the 

poverty line of $1.25 a day
6
. Considering these as today’s “Lost” and adding to this the number of 

“lost” in the Spiritual Sense, the lonely and the hurting, there is still much work to be done by a 

Salvation Army, which by the end of 2012 counted 17,117 active officers, 1,148,426 soldiers and 

188,727 adherent members
7
. Are these numbers reason to despair? Far from it. It simply proves the 

necessity of once more trusting God and working together in a united effort to eradicate this darkest 

side of the world. It is about joining our different experiences and voices in a harmony powerful and 

strong enough to drown out any voices of Evil.  

 

One of the strongest biblical examples of this balance between diversity and unity is probably the 

events on the day of the Pentecost. In Acts 2 we read about how the disciples were filled with God’s 

Spirit and started speaking in the native languages of their surrounding crowds. Being able to reach 

such a wide variety of people in their own language, but doing this with the same message and with 

the same Spirit allowed them to see over three thousand people that day turn to Christ. Similarly to 
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the disciples on the day of the Pentecost, God’s Spirit lives in us today and links us together across 

nations, cultures and languages. We may speak many tongues which allows us to be understood by 

many peoples, but our one God-given mission stays the same, and the message of salvation must 

remain the same across continents.  

 

Perhaps, only having one (2000 year old) “message” and one voice seems very little considering the 

constant flow of information and multitude of voices and opinions which for instance dominates 

present postmodern societies. But in such a time of fragmentation, standing together becomes ever 

more important. In fact, standing out as a one-voiced army made of a grand diversity of peoples 

might become an even greater testimony of the power of the word of God. This message that we 

carry with us is not yet another voice in the dark. It is a message of love, hope and light. It is a 

message that has the power to conquer anything. If we focus on our one mission to practice and 

spread this message of salvation amongst the peoples of this Earth and let the Spirit guide us, the 

fruits can and will be beyond imagination!  

 

The high amount of voiceless in this world requires us to have a joint strong, direct and doubtless 

voice when we speak to and for them. Being united in our fight to reach these peoples with the 

hope, light and love of the gospel of Jesus, allows us to truly show and practice the harmony that 

exists in Christ and in his body!  

 

Lots of efforts are already being made in this direction. Prayers and experiences are being shared 

globally amongst territories and teaching materials with the specific aim to remind the international 

Salvation Army that we are one is currently being developed. An example of these is the “One 

Army” teaching programme which is soon to be published with the exact aim of, through a journey 

back to the core of our spiritual foundation and roots, making sure that the army grows and moves 

forward while feeling as part of one closely-related movement
8
. I can only encourage Salvationists 

all over the world to continue the work already being carried out to bring us closer together, to 

continue praying and join global movements of prayer like the 24/7 prayer movement, to share 

experiences amongst territories, as well as spread and develop teaching materials such as “One 

Army”, which reminds us of our fellow spiritual identity, heritage and mission as Salvationists.  

 

                                                 
8
 Salvation Army, 2013 (a): One Army. 18 September 2013. http://www.salvationarmy.org/onearmy 



 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us 

consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds” – Heb. 10:23-24 (NIV 

version) 
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