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Touching Lives
Tim was only five years old when his mother left the 
family. His father, Mr Tan, wanted to fight for the custody 
of Tim. He needed money in order to do so and resorted to 
crime. However, Mr Tan was caught and sent to prison for 
six years. Tim grew up without his parents and was cared 
for by his paternal grandmother. Whenever he visited his 
father in prison, Tim had difficulty addressing Mr Tan as ‘Pa 
Pa’. Instead, he would call him ‘Uncle’.

During one of the visits to the prison, Tim’s grandmother 
registered him for The Salvation Army Kids in Play (KIP) 
programme. When Tim attended KIP, he would express 
his thoughts in a special journal and Mr Tan would read 
the journal together with him during the Family Bonding 
Programme. This journal enabled Mr Tan to understand 
Tim at a deeper level despite being absent in his daily 
life. Slowly over time, the father-son relationship became 
stronger and Tim subsequently started calling Mr Tan ‘Pa 
Pa’.  The Family Bonding Programme sessions have enabled 
Mr Tan and his son to reconnect and continue to build 
their relationship even after Mr Tan’s release. 

The Salvation Army meets community 
needs without discrimination. Since 1935, 
we have been touching hearts, inspiring 

minds and nurturing souls, making a 
life-long impact in countless lives  all  

over Singapore.

The Salvation Army 
Add 20 Bishan Street 22 Singapore 579768
Tel 6555 0188
Email public_relations@smm.salvationarmy.org
Donate Online sg.salvationarmy.org

Volunteer 
Hotline 6555 0232
Email volunteer@smm.salvationarmy.org

Donation-in-kind
Hotline 6288 5438
Email donor@smm.salvationarmy.org



Prison Support Services – Kids In Play (KIP) works closely 
with Singapore Prison Service to provide professional 
support for children (aged 5 to 18) of incarcerated 
parents and the children’s caregivers. Through various 
programmes, KIP seeks to facilitate the reintegration 
of inmates with their families and the community by 
promoting family ties and parent-child relationships 
disrupted due to incarceration. 

KIP runs a playroom service for children waiting to visit 
their parents at Changi Women’s Prison and the Prison 
Link Centre (Changi). Casework and counselling are 
provided to the children and their caregivers who are 
referred to KIP from Prisons, self-referrals, and through 
our playroom service. The children and caregivers 
receive encouragement and pick up coping skills 
from the support group sessions which provide a safe 
platform for them to share their common experiences. 
We also extend emotional and practical support to 
children through our befriending and peer mentoring 
programmes. 

A structured programme behind prison walls, the Family 
Bonding Programme permits children to interact with 
their incarcerated parent without having a physical 
barrier between them. This programme aims to keep 
inmates motivated with family support and to prevent 
the breakdown of the family unit resulting from the 
effects of parents held in prison. 

Back to school and tuition subsidy assistances are 
available to needy families who need help to purchase 
school supplies and for students requiring additional 
support to cope with their studies. 

Reconnecting Families

Location & Contact
Prison Support Services – Kids In Play Programme
7 Upper Changi Road North Singapore 507705
Tel: 6546 5867 
Email: kidsinplay@smm.salvationarmy.org

Casework and counselling are 
provided to the children and their 
caregivers who are referred to KIP 
from Prisons, self-referrals, and 
through our playroom service.

*Volunteer models may be used in some photographs to protect the identity of our beneficiaries.


