
Sustainable Development Goals for Europe 
 

The EU contributes to all 17 UN SDG's . 

The EU has played an active role throughout the process and is committed to implementing the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGs within the EU and in development cooperation 

with partner countries. The Agenda reflects many of the EU's priorities for sustainable development, 

also links to the 2020 Semester priorities and the European Social Pillar. 

 

In general the The Salvation Army contributes consciously to many UN SDG's in the developing 

world, as per the report 'building a just world’ (with only one reference to Europe , Moldova , an 

alternative income project). The Salvation Army in Europe indirectly through much of its work also 

contributes indirectly to these SDG’s , however we do not actually interpret our activities as 

contributing to them. 

 

This is perhaps only a matter of interpretation and recoding/measuring. Many organisations are 

single issue or two/three issue focussed such as ecology, poverty or gender equality, whereas the 

TSA covers multiple issues. 

 

The sectors of the SDG’s that The Salvation Army in Europe does contribute to are: 

 

Poverty  

Hunger/ food poverty  

Health  

Education  

Gender equality  

Water/ sanitation   

Economic growth/ employment  

Safe / affordable housing   

Combat climate change (recycling)  

Peaceful inclusive societies/ rule of law (Anti-human trafficking) 

 

The Salvation Army Europe has not considered or interpreted what it does in Europe as contributing 

to the SDG's. It is interesting and may be even stimulating not only to interpret our European  social 

mission as social cohesion and supporting the disadvantaged in Europe but also in terms of 

contributing directly to many Europe’s  SDGs .  

 

Is the EU Serious about Poverty and Sustainable Development? 

Cynically we can ask the question, that if the EU has not been so serious in reducing poverty in 

Europe, in implementing its human rights conventions in regards to refugees and migrants and 

gaping holes in its new European Pillar of Social Rights,  are they going to treat the SDGs any 

differently ? This of course is not just a question about the EU but also the attitudes of the individual 

member states to austerity and disparity. 

 

Criticism of the EU SDG strategy can be found in 10 recommendations to the EU and the European 

Council by CONCORD (European NGO, Confederation for Relief and Development). 



 

Increasingly EU level organisations and platforms (EAPN, Social Platform, Eurodiaconia) are exploring 

linking together normal social agendas as being part of the SDG expectations and to pressure EU 

policy makers. 

 

What is also apparent is that the general public, particularly the younger generation, are more aware 

and supportive of SDG’s, with many pressure groups pushing for accountability and more serious 

implantation. 

 

Questions for The Salvation Army to consider…  

 Does the TSA have a message to the EU and the EC in regards to the SDG’s, their 

implementation? 

 Should the TSA communicate to Policy makers, authorities, partners, sponsors and the 

general public that they are contributing directly to ASDG’s ? 

 Is there value in the The Salvation Army to evaluate some of the services it provides as a 

contribution to the SDG’s 

 Is it worthwhile to produce a mapping report that highlights and measures the impact of TSA 

contribution to European SDG’s as a separate from the ISJC report ? 

 Though the TSA may contribute through service provision , is there an advocacy role in this ? 

 Would TSA members, Employees and volunteers be inspired and motivated if they realised 

they are also contributing to SDG’s (particularly the younger generation) ? 

 Would the general public be more supportive or open to the TSA if it they were aware of TSA 

contribution to SDG’s In Europe and their own country. ? 

 Would it be of value to the TSA to Lobby, Advocate or even when negotiating to refer to its 

Contribution to the SDG 2030 strategy. 

 Should the European Army know more about the UN SDG 2030 Agenda ? 

 If yes to any of the above. How should this be followed through ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


