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But for the hand of fate, but for the caprice of mortality, it is not I who 

would be standing before you today. Instead it would have been Tom 

Boggs, my law partner and friend of 37 years, who sadly was taken from us 

in his sleep two weeks ago, a few days before his 74th birthday.  Tom was 

to have been the moderator of today’s program along with Connie 

Morella.  Tom was closely linked to both the Association of Former 

Members of Congress and to the Council of American Ambassadors. He 

literally was a son of the House of Representatives. His father, Hale Boggs, 

Congressman from Louisiana, was House Majority Leader who in 1972 

disappeared along with Congressman Nick Begich in an airplane crash in 

Alaska.  Hale Boggs’  wife Lindy Boggs, Tom’s mother, succeeded her 

husband in the House where she served with distinction for 18 years.  A 

few years after she stepped down from her Congressional seat, President 

Clinton appointed the former Congresswoman as  Ambassador to the 

Vatican. Tom literally grew up with Nancy Pelosi, whose father, a 

contemporary of Hale Boggs,  was a Congressman from Baltimore. Tom’s 

classmates at Georgetown Law School included Senator Patrick Leahy of 

Vermont and Congressman Steny Hoyer of Maryland.  His colleagues at 
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Patton Boggs included Jim O’Hara of Michigan,  Bill Hathaway of Maine, 

Bill Gradison and Rob Portman of Ohio,  Don Johnson of Georgia, Trent 

Lott of Mississippi and John Breaux of Louisiana. Tom was immersed in the 

culture, personalities, challenges and accomplishments of the United 

States Congress, and he was immensely proud of his mother’s diplomatic 

service at the Vatican, which occasioned his frequent visits to Rome.  

Actually, although Tom Boggs isn’t with us today, the truth is that but 

for him none of us would be here today. When Carolyn Gretzinger and 

Peter Weichlein proposed a joint program with Charlie Cook, it occurred to 

Connie Morella and me that Tom Boggs would be the best person to raise 

the question with Charlie.  We knew that both Tom and Charlie were native 

sons of Louisiana and old friends. Late on a June afternoon,  I walked the 

forty feet from my office to Tom’s and told him what we had in mind, asking 

tentatively whether he could invite Charlie Cook on behalf of the two 

organizations. We didn’t discuss it that day, but Tom  already knew that the 

Council of American Ambassadors would hold a January duck hunt at his 

fabled former hunting lodge in Dorchester County on Maryland’s Eastern 

Shore.  He considered my request, sat contemplatively for a few moments 

puffing on his habitual cigar, and then said to me “Charlie’s not easy to get, 

he always has a full schedule, but I’ll do my best.” 

The next morning, Tom asked me into his office, smiled like a 

Cheshire cat and showed me the email exchange of the prior evening 

between him and Charlie Cook.  Following our conversation the day before, 

Tom had emailed our invitation to Charlie, adding (and I quote)   “I hope 

you can do this. They sponsor a great hunt at my old farm in January and 

would love for you to come. Sincerely yours, Tom.”  Three hours later, after 
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arriving home from dinner, Charlie Cook responded “September 30 works, 

would be delighted to do it, and if a hunt works out, so much the better! You 

are the magic ask.”  Charlie, Tom indeed was the magic ask, and you are 

the magic answer to our invitation to have America’s premier analyst of 

election races with us here today. We are grateful to Tom and we’re 

thankful to you. Incidentally, in case you’re wondering, Charlie is all signed 

up for our mid-January duck hunt at Tom’s old farm on the Eastern 

Shore.  Charlie, we very much look forward to having you with us there. By 

the way, we’re expected in the gun room by 5:30 in the morning!  

I’m sure that over that weekend we’ll raise many a glass together in 

Tom’s memory, and let me now ask all of you to join me in raising our 

glasses together today to the memory of Tom Boggs. 

With that, let me pass the baton to Connie Morella, our moderator of 

today’s program.   


