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Why do we need a clear and cohesive  
visual identity system?

An entire book could be devoted to this question, but the simplest  
reason is this: The Library Foundation will be perceived clearly, or  
with confusion. The audience will form an opinion that is positive, or  
negative, never neutral. A strong and consistent visual language  
projects clarity, confidence, and unity.
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So, how do we start?
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First, we ask the most basic questions and do research.

are the Library Foundation’s strengths and weaknesses?

message is the Library Foundation sending now?

should the Library Foundation be communicating? 

What
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are the primary audiences and constituents?

should the Library Foundation’s audience be?

are the Library and the Library Foundation’s competition?

Who
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does the Library Foundation reach our audiences?

does the Library Foundation define itself to the  

people we talk to?

How
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What The future: a 21st century library

The breadth of ideas, information, people, and artifacts 

The Library is a center of culture in Los Angeles,  

the Library Foundation is its partner 

Then we work with the Library Foundation and find answers
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The audience is a wide range of demographics including

patrons and donors, people with a love of literature,  

cultural consumers, writers and makers, industry leaders,  

students, educators, and information seekers.

Who
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How Think and act cohesively, across all communications

Prioritize information, create hierarchy, simplify messaging

Promote the high quality resources and content
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Next, we look at the current visual landscape.
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While each piece has positive aspects, the overall look should have a better sense 
of unity and elevate the identity of the LFLA in a stronger and more proprietary 
way. We can do this by creating a common visual language. We can still allow  
flexibility and creativity, but we need to make sure everything feels like it comes 
from the Library Foundation, and supports its mission.
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We look at logos for similar institutions
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Icons/Letter forms

Books

Trees

too many books and trees 
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Now we look at typography



Library Foundation of Los Angeles Identity Exploration • July, 2011

and monograms
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and iconography
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We eliminate the studies that don’t support the message.  
And we refine ideas that communicate and are functional.
 
While some of the iconography was visually pleasing, they competed with the  
incredible resources of the library.  

Typographically, the Library Foundation’s name is long. We need to prioritize the  
verbiage. Library and Foundation are equally important. Acronyms are short, but  
confusing and need decades of reinforcement to be recognized, such as IBM, ABC, and 
GE. A logo that utilizes clear typography and a simple form is the right solution. 
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Typography is pictures of words.
 
Once the hierarchy is established, the choice of letterforms create a tone. In some  
instances, this tone needs to be classic. In other situations, the tone may need more 
edge, or stability. Traditional identities rely on one typeface only. But, the Library 
Foundation is not dogmatic or singular in ideas or content. So we create a choice  
of typefaces that have different tones.
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We want to protect the integrity of the letterforms

As words alone, a “wordmark”, it is too easy for someone to interfere with the 
logo; such as putting a party hat on it, losing the mark in a complex image, or put-
ting another logo too close. This isn’t good for us. So we need to protect it. 

These are bad 
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How do we protect the icon?
We protect it within a shape. Fortunately, this also helps to create a memorable mark. 
Shape and color are the two strongest ways human beings remember and create  
associations. First, we explore many shapes. 
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Then we narrow down the options. 
In this instance, a stable square is the best answer. 
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What about color?

One of the unique attributes of the Library Foundation is its location. Los Angeles’ 
cultural life is linked with South American, Asian, and Mexican aesthetics.  
New York, Boston, and London cannot claim our rich and vibrant color sense.  
We also look to our environment and the unique light, sunrises, and sunsets of 
southern California.
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Then we combine our typography, square shape,  
and multi-toned color palette.
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The Los Angeles Library Foundation • 05.04.11Logo Colors • RGB

1
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4

Black Silver Blue Turquoise Green Yellow Red Magenta

8

5

6

7

We create a collection of 
64 possible combinations.
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Logos don’t live in a void. They are always seen in the 
context of other information.

We’ve designed a system. Now, by applying the logo, color, and typography 
to existing material, we can make sure that these elements will work across a 
spectrum of materials. This also begins to address the need to create a 
cohesive writing style, image and photography style, and attitude toward  
sustainable practices like paper and printing.

Our visual system: 
logo, color, typography
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The Los Angeles Library Foundation • Identity Exploration • 05.04.11Identity System

Logo Color

Information
Colors

Sentinel Family

Logo

Color Palette

Typography
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Now, how do we handle the Library Foundation’s  
programs and activities?

First, we acknowledge that all programs reinforce the Library Foundation’s 
voice, mission, and goals. With this in mind, each program or activity should feel 
like they are distinct, yet related under the Library Foundation’s umbrella.
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The Los Angeles Library Foundation • Identity Exploration • 06.01.11Identity System • Program IDs

Extension palette

ALOUD fluorescent palette
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How does this all come together?

Using the logo library, colors, typefaces, and program logos the materials will 
have a cohesive and proprietary voice and provide a platform to communicate 
the richness of the programs, resources, and content.
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630 West Fifth Street
Los Angeles, California 90071
tel 213 228 7507
fax 213 228 7289
jenniferessen@lfla.org
www.lfla.org

Jennifer Essen
Associate Director 
of Communications 
and Marketing

630 West Fifth Street
Los Angeles, California 90071

tel 213 228 7507
fax 213 228 7289
www.lfla.org

630 West Fifth Street
Los Angeles, California 90071
tel 213 228 7507
fax 213 228 7289
kenbrecher@lfla.org
www.lfla.org

Ken Brecher
President

Stationery
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Thank You



Library Foundation of Los Angeles Identity Exploration • July, 2011Newsletter Covers



Library Foundation of Los Angeles Identity Exploration • July, 2011



Library Foundation of Los Angeles Identity Exploration • July, 2011



Library Foundation of Los Angeles Identity Exploration • July, 2011



Library Foundation of Los Angeles Identity Exploration • July, 2011


