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Joan Smith

Member, Boston City Council
Unity and Action on Boston Common

September 27, 2008

Guest Briefing

September 19, 2008

Thank you for agreeing to join us for our ServiceNation Day of Action event!  We are thrilled to host you as we work to improve our community, raise awareness about service opportunities in our area, and inspire our neighbors to get involved.  Our event, Unity and Action on Boston Common, will take place on Saturday, September 27th, 2008 on Boston Common from 10 am until 3pm.
ServiceNation
ServiceNation is a national, non-partisan coalition of 114 organizations with a collective reach of over 100 million Americans that is working to increase participation in voluntary community and national service.  On September 11th, Sen. John McCain and Sen. Barack Obama attended a forum hosted by Service Nation, and both spoke about the importance of volunteerism and civic engagement.  On the ServiceNation Day of Action, residents of communities in all 50 states will take part in over 3,000 events, including service projects, volunteer fairs, citizen hearings, and other activities.  We are excited that you will join us for our local day of action to highlight the ways in which regular Americans can help to address the challenges facing our nation. 
Our Day of Action Event
I am hosting Unity and Action on Boston Common in collaboration with Earth Emerson, a local student group. We have been working together for the previous three months to plan an event that will send a powerful message about the importance of community and national service.
Suggested Attire
Please wear business casual attire.  The event will be outdoors, so you may want to bring a light jacket.

Goal 

The goal of our event is to motivate more Boston residents to get involved in community and national service. 
Projected Number of Participants

We are expecting 300-500 residents of the Boston metropolitan area to join us on the Common for our Day of Action event. 

Press

We have invited the Boston Globe, the Boston Herald, Boston Metro, the Boston Phoenix, and a number of university papers to cover the event.

Key Organizations & Speakers to Recognize

I have worked closely with the following individuals and groups to plan this event and would appreciate it if You would acknowledge them. 

 Earth Emerson helped to plan the event and will coordinate the clean up effort.  

The Boston Parks Commission has provided invaluable assistance with permits.  

We are privileged to have Amy Smith of Youthbuild Boston, Dan Ramirez of Citizen Schools, Janet Eng of National Student Partnerships and Randy James, an Americorps alum, join us to speak.

We are also thrilled that Soul Movement, an area band, will be providing music for the event.  

Representatives from 32 organizations have agreed to join us for the Opportunities Fair. 

Program 
Following introductory remarks and testimonials by area residents who are involved in service, You will speak for 20 minutes about your career in public service and how you think Boston area residents can help to improve their communities and their country.  Please arrive by 10:45 am.

10:00 am-11:15 am: Rally for Service

10:00am-10:05am: Introductory remarks, Katie Brown, Event Coordinator

10:05am-10:15am: Service Testimonial, Amy Smith, Youthbuild Boston

10:15am-10:25am: Service Testimonial, Randy James, Americorps Alum

10:25am-10:35am: Service Testimonial, Dan Ramirez, Citizen Schools

10:35am-10:55 am: Service Testimonial, Janet Eng, National Student Partnerships

10:55am-11:15am: Call to Action, You will speak. Suggested talking points are provided below:
· Our ServiceNation Day of Action event is only one of nearly 3,000 occurring across the country on the Day of Action
· This is a unique moment for the notion that voluntary service can unite Americans in common cause, help address specific social challenges, and be at the core of a new era of civic engagement

·  Both presidential candidates believe deeply in service
· Post-9/11, Americans (particularly Millennials and retiring Boomers) want opportunities to serve their communities and country; and national service programs from City Year to Teach For America are establishing a record of impact that can be scaled. 

· Americans have enormous untapped creativity and energy when it comes to solving our problems. And shared sacrifice for a common purpose has been the hallmark of our greatest generations. 
· Service offers a unique strategy for solving problems that the public and private sectors alone have yet to solve: 

· After participating regularly in Citizen Schools for just one year, students from low-income households outperformed a comparison group on 6 out of 7 academic metrics, including attendance, suspension, and promotion;

· In the three years since Katrina, AmeriCorps has deployed more than 4,000 corps members to the Gulf, where they refurbished 9,500 homes, built 1,450 new homes, completed 52,000 damage assessments, and trained and supervised more than 227,000 volunteers;

· In the first six months of 2007, Mile High Youth Corps in Colorado helped 2,500 homes implement comprehensive energy conservation measures, saving homeowners nearly $300,000 and 1.1 million kWh of energy annually (and reducing CO2 pollution by more than 5,500,000 pounds);

· Cost-benefit analyses of AmeriCorps programs have concluded that every $1 of federal investment results in between $1.50 and $3.90 in direct, measurable benefits: children tutored, playgrounds constructed, homeless men and women fed, hurricane victims housed.

11:15 am-11:30 am: Declaration of Service Ceremony
Following the Call to Action, Misty Simon will present and read aloud the Declaration of Service (available at www.servicenation.org).  Participants at our event will have an opportunity to both sign the Declaration and pledge to increase their own involvement.  We hope that You will be among the first to sign once the Declaration of Service is presented.
11:30 am- 2:30 pm: Music & Opportunities Fair
After the Rally, we will host an Opportunities Fair highlighting local service organizations, non-profits, schools and faith-based organizations.  Guests will also enjoy live music courtesy of Soul Movement, an area band.

2:30 pm- 3:00pm: Boston Common Clean Up

The event will conclude with a group Clean Up lead by Earth Emerson.

Contact Information

Thank you so much for agreeing to join us at our ServiceNation Day of Action!  We believe that your participation will help to inspire area residents to become more involved in their communities.  Please contact me if you have any questions.  You can reach me at (617) 123-4567 or Katieb@myemail.org.
Sincerely,

Katie Brown
Event Coordinator, Unity and Action on Boston Common
2 Canal Park

Cambridge, MA 02141

Katieb@myemail.com
(617) 123-4567 
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