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The U.S. Public Service Academy will realize George Washington’s dream of a national public college to develop civilian leaders. As the civilian counterpart to the military service academies, the Academy will provide a service-oriented, leadership-focused education to roughly 5000 undergraduate students. Like their military academy peers, Public Service Academy students will receive a free education; in return, they will owe five years of civilian public sector service following graduation. The Academy will be the defining institution of our generation, a college that captures the patriotic spirit of our young people and channels it into public service.

Bipartisan Congressional Support

The U.S. Public Service Academy Act was introduced in the U.S. Senate (S. 960) and House of Representatives (HR 1671) in 2007. The identical bipartisan bills now have 20 senators and 116 representatives signed on as co-sponsors.
Prominent Endorsements

Leading organizations and individuals from a variety of fields have expressed their public support for the Academy initiative and have urged Congress to pass the Academy bill. Prominent endorsers include:

• Higher Education: current and past presidents of more than three dozen colleges, including Amherst, Florida State University, Mount Holyoke, Stanford, and the University of North Carolina.

• Military: Three superintendents of West Point and the past president of National Defense University

• Politics: The mayors of Houston, Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C., and other major cities

• Service: American Foreign Service Association, America’s Promise, City Year, and Public Allies
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Support from Young People
A May 2008 poll conducted by Social Sphere Strategies found that 88% of 18-29 year-olds support the Public Service Academy, with 57% saying that they “likely” would have considered applying to the Academy had it been available when they were applying to college. 
A Policy Plank for the Next President
Time Magazine, Youth Service America, and the Service Nation coalition all have listed the Public Service Academy as one of the ten most important steps that the next president should take to reinvigorate public service and civic life. 

For more information

Please contact our Executive Director:
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