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Service For Peace (SFP) brings together people and partners of diverse faiths, ethnicities, nationalities, generations, and cultures to address urgent social needs.  By working together in service to others, we discover commonality and gain appreciation and understanding of our differences. 

In the United States, SFP’s chapters are engaged in a variety of programs designed to motivate young people in particular to become actively involved in their communities. SFP’s involvement in the annual Martin Luther King Day activities has been a particularly effective way of introducing young people to community service and to the example of Dr King. SFP is one of seven national organizations that currently receive funding from the Corporation for National and Community Service in support of their work. In 2008, SFP conducted MLK Day programs in 16 US cities.

Internationally, SFP is active in more than 20 nations. In April 2008, SFP celebrated Global Youth Service Day in many corners of the world including Ivory Coast, Thailand, South Korea, Israel, Sierra Leone, Guatemala, Ukraine, Bulgaria and Mongolia. 

The international chapters of Service For Peace often cooperate in Global Peacemaker programs. These programs, usually lasting 10-14 days, feature service, leadership training, exposure to the culture and history of the host country, and discussions of development issues in a conference setting at a local university. American high school and college students work together with students from the host nation to address a local need that is usually related to the improvement of elementary education. 

A Model Program: Building Peace Villages in North Korea 
At a time when entry into North Korea is still very limited, Service For Peace has been able to conduct a unique house-building program. The program began with the manufacture of hundreds of briquette-burning furnaces which solved the dual problems of the bone-chilling North Korean winters and the deforestation that has resulted from the widespread gathering of firewood.

Gradually, SFP’s work expanded into the realm of house building. The most remarkable feature of the new houses is that they were built by North and South Korean volunteers working side by side, a sight that has been unseen for the past 50 years.  

 

SFP conducts programs like this throughout the world, connecting people to peace through service.

