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	About Jumpstart

	Founded in 1993 at Yale University, Jumpstart recruits and trains achievement-oriented adults to deliver an innovative early education program via yearlong one-to-one relationships. Jumpstart Corps members are paired with preschool children from low-income backgrounds in the classroom setting and work together on language, literacy, social, and initiative skills for one year.

Through this relationship, Jumpstart inspires children to learn, adults to teach, families

to get involved and communities to progress together. Jumpstart is working toward the day every child in America enters school prepared to succeed.

	Site Locations
	Jumpstart pairs 3,800 trained adults one-to-one with preschool children in need of assistance.  During the 2008-2009 program year, Jumpstart is serving 14,500 children across 20 states, in partnership with 300 early learning centers and nearly 79 universities and colleges throughout the country. Jumpstart supports its sites through offices in five regions: Central, Mid-Atlantic, Northeast, South, and West.

	Proven Results
Read for the Record
	Jumpstart assesses each child twice a year using its School Success Checklist, a 15-item assessment of language and literacy, social, and initiative skills. This strong pre- and post-assessment process allows Jumpstart to track a child’s progress, measure program impact, and improve content and delivery.
 
Jumpstart helps prepare children for future school success. Jumpstart children begin the school year with skills rated similar to or lower than their peers but make statistically significant greater progress in early language, literacy, social, and initiative skill areas by the end of the program year. During the 2005-2006 school year, Jumpstart children improved their school readiness skills by 26%.
Jumpstart’s Read for the Record is a campaign designed to bring attention to the importance of early education.  By encouraging hundreds of thousands of children and adults to read the same book on the same day, Jumpstart aims to break a world record and to make early education a national priority.

	National Service
Program Overview

Program Model

Corps Members
	Jumpstart began its relationship with the Corporation for National and Community Service in 1995 and is now one of the nation’s largest part-time AmeriCorps program. 
Jumpstart offers a unique, results-driven, and research-based supplemental program to enhance the educational opportunities for students at Head Start and other early learning programs serving low-income children.
Jumpstart’s program model draws on research and best practices in early childhood education, including materials and resources from the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the High/Scope Educational Research Foundation, and the Stony Brook Reading and Language Project’s dialogic reading method.
During the school year, Corps members serve 8-10 hours each week participating in twice-weekly, two-hour Jumpstart Sessions. The Jumpstart Session is a structured time set aside at a preschool when teams of Corps members devote one-to-one support in the areas of language, literacy, social, and initiative skills to children. Each Corps member spends addition time in his partner child’s classroom, thereby improving the adult-to-child ratio and lending extra support to the teacher and other students.
Jumpstart engages college students, called Corps members, who commit to a school year term of service. These students are 18-23 year-olds with interest in children, education, and community service.  Jumpstart has so engaged Community Corps members who are volunteers ages 55 and older who deliver the same Jumpstart program as the college student Corps members.


Contact

President, James Cleveland (cell) 617-435-1642
Organizational Fact Sheet











308 Congress Street, 6th Floor    Boston, MA 02210    phone: 617.542.5867    fax: 617.542.2557    www.jstart.org


