[image: image1.jpg]nﬁlNNOVATIONS IN

ECIVIC PARTICIPATION

INNOVATIONS IN CIVIC PARTICIPATION

Susan Stroud, Executive Director
1776 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Suite 201 | Washington, DC 20036 USA
phone 202 775 0290 fax 202 833 8581 email stroud@icicp.org web www.icicp.org
skype icicpl







Innovations in Civic Participation (ICP) is a global leader in the field of youth civic engagement. ICP’s mission is to facilitate the generation of opportunities for young people to improve their communities and build essential skills for future success through civic engagement. ICP envisions a world where young people in every nation are actively engaged in improving their lives and their communities through civic participation. We believe that well-structured youth service programs can provide innovative solutions to social and environmental issues, while helping young people develop skills for future employment and active citizenship.

ICP carries out its mission through five main activities 1) Incubating innovative models for youth service programs; 2) Creating and expanding global networks; 3) Consulting with governments, multi-lateral organizations, and other clients on designing civic engagement policies and programs, trainings and evaluations; 4) Conducting research and publicizing information on youth civic engagement, especially national youth service and service-learning; and 5) Serving as a financial intermediary to support program innovation and policy development. Over the past six years, ICP has:

· Conducted and published policy scans of the youth service policy environments in Latin America and the Caribbean and Eastern Europe to determine directions for improved service provision;
· Enhanced national youth service policy in ten countries by providing $120,000 in grants, strategy consulting, and technical assistance;

· Provided technical assistance to the UK government to develop a comprehensive strategy for increasing youth civic engagement; 

· Contributed to the 2007 World Development Report and wrote a Youth Development Note with the Children and Youth Team at the World Bank on youth service as a strategy for development;
· Coordinated a competition for innovation in youth volunteering (particularly youth-led volunteering) from around the world that recognized 22 innovative projects from 17 countries and gave cash prizes to the top scoring programs;
· Launched an online, searchable global database of youth service policies and programs.
In addition to these activities, ICP regularly consults with its extensive network of over 2,500 academics, policymakers, program entrepreneurs, and other leaders in the field on program and policy work. Through our website and newsletter, we enable practitioners to share their experiences and assist them to develop best practices. ICP also serves as the secretariat for two global networks, the Talloires Network, an international consortium of higher education institutions committed to serving and strengthening the societies of which they are a part, and the International Association for National Youth Service (IANYS), a global network of individuals working to promote the development of national youth service policies and programs around the world. 
Founded in 2001 by Susan Stroud through a multi-year grant from the Ford Foundation, ICP grew out of Susan’s thirty years of experience in designing programs and policies and building networks that result in many more young people being given the opportunity to engage in civic activities. Since 2001, the team at ICP has worked to expand opportunities for tens of thousands of young people throughout the world to engage in service. ICP has been highly acclaimed for its innovative thinking and contributions to the field by policymakers, practitioners, and funders working in youth civic engagement. 

