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The Building Bridges Coalition (BBC), a project of the Brookings Institution’s Initiative on International Volunteering and Service, is a consortium of leading international volunteer organizations, universities and colleges, corporations, and government agencies working collaboratively to double the number of international volunteers serving abroad by 2010.

GOALS
1. To double the number of international volunteers sent abroad annually by 2010.

2. To improve the quality of international volunteer service.

3. To maximize positive impacts of international service in communities throughout the world.

BBC INITIATIVES

Support of the Global Service Fellowship.

Objective: To strengthen America’s citizen diplomacy efforts overseas by increasing the presence of American volunteers abroad. 

Key Points:

1. The GSF will provide $250 million over 5 years to fund approximately 10,000 fellows per year.
2. Fellowships will average between $2,500 and $7,500 depending on the length of stay.

3. Volunteers will apply for fellowships through their congressional district.

4. Added weight will be given to applicants with income equal to 200% of the poverty line or below.

Doubling the Amount of International Volunteers by 2010.

Objective: To track and increase the number of American volunteers sent overseas. The number of international volunteers is tracked through the Doubling Cohort, which is a representative group of approximately 37 volunteer-sending organizations.

Key Points:

1. In 2006, the BBC cohort members estimated that a total of approximately 47,000 volunteers were sent overseas.

2. For 2008, the growth projections for volunteer-sending organizations are estimated at approximately 62,000 volunteers through the BBC cohort.
3. By 2010, the BBC cohort estimates a 78% increase in the number of volunteers sent overseas as compared to 2006.
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