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Boys & Girls Clubs of America

organizational profile
 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s tradition of service began in 1860, when the first Boys Club was established in Hartford, Connecticut.  Since then, the organization has grown to serve some 4.8 million youth annually in more than 4,300 Boys & Girls Clubs through Club membership and community outreach.

The national organization, originally named Federated Boys’ Clubs and later Boys’ Clubs of America, was founded in 1906 by the 53 local Clubs in existence at that time.  The purpose:  to provide leadership and programs for its member Clubs, while helping to establish new Clubs in disadvantaged communities. The name became Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) in 1990 to reflect an expanded mission of service to all young people who need the support and guidance a Club provides.

In recent years Boys & Girls Clubs of America has experienced dramatic growth, chartering more than 1,832 new Club locations since 2003. Many factors have contributed to this successful outreach effort, among them the dedication of national volunteers – men and women whose experience and knowledge are drawn upon to advise and strengthen the organization. Strong partnerships with committed corporations and foundations also provide invaluable support, helping raise funds and awareness on behalf of Boys & Girls Clubs of America and local Clubs. 

Known as "The Positive Place for Kids," the Clubs provide guidance-oriented character development programs on a daily basis for children 6-18 years old, conducted by a full-time professional staff. Key Boys & Girls Club programs emphasize leadership development, education and career exploration, financial literacy, health and life skills, the arts, sports, fitness and recreation, and family outreach. National headquarters are located in Atlanta.

BGCA’s efficient use of financial resources has won national recognition.  In its latest “Philanthropy 400” report, The Chronicle of Philanthropy ranked BGCA as No. 15 among all nonprofit organizations, while placing BGCA in the No. 1 position among youth organizations for the fourteenth consecutive year. The survey, measuring private support, reported gifts to the national organization and local Boys & Girls Clubs totaling $664 million in 2006.

Forbes, Newsweek and U.S. News & World Report have all ranked BGCA among the top charitable organizations in America based on cost-effective use of donor dollars. 
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