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Americans for a National Service Act (ANSA) is a small military, civil service, and social service veterans’ organization dedicated to supporting national service issues and initiatives.  As part of this, we collect and disseminate ideas for both voluntary and mandatory national service programs.  Our intent is to promote awareness, facilitate public debate, and to help optimize national service in the US.   
Our group was founded in January 2007 by Iraq War Veterans who view our country’s move away from citizen-soldiership as a significant strategic vulnerability.  Compounded with social concerns over education and the environment, we believe that these problems outstrip the capacity of government, creating the need for more comprehensive and cost-effective solutions.
Secondly, we view proactive citizenship as a critical component of democracy, and necessary for maintaining fidelity and integrity in its processes.  As James Madison (the main designer of American democracy) stated in 1788, “Is there no virtue among us?  If there be not, we are in a wretched situation.  No theoretical checks, no form of government, can render us secure.  To suppose that any form of government will secure liberty or happiness without any virtue in the people, is a chimerical idea.”       

Last, balancing rights and responsibilities makes our way of life sustainable.  A failure to do so heavily taxes the inheritance of future generations of Americans.
ANSA is currently comprised of 37 members (mostly former military officers) in 19 States, DC, Germany, and Iraq.  We support the US Public Service Academy Initiative and the Service Nation Campaign.

You can read more about national service at www.nationalserviceact.org, or e-mail us at hq@nationalserviceact.org.
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