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A Tenth of a Second Lead Sees Caterham School Crowned  

British Champions in National Karting Final 

 

2 April 2012 - A team of talented students from Surrey won the British Schools Karting Championship (BSKC) 

2012 yesterday in the most competitively fought final in the competition’s history.  

 

Ben Dillon, 18, Alex Jobson, 17, and Ivan May Jones, 16, who are all students at Caterham School, beat second 

place Altrincham Grammar by less than a tenth of a second to take the championship yesterday. 

 

The team’s calm approach and superb driving skills saw them match last year’s winners, Altrincham Grammar, 

with point-winning race positions of a 1
st

, two 2nds, a 5
th

 and a 6
th

 place over the six races on a crisp sunny 

morning at Daytona Milton Keynes on 1
st

 April 2012. The tie-breaking final decision on the winner was made 

on fastest lap times, where Caterham nudged Altrincham into second place with a time of 70.198 seconds as 

opposed to Altrincham Grammar’s best time of 70.273 seconds. 

 

Ben Dillon, from the winning team, said: “We knew the competition would be close this year but we did not 

realise quite how close. It is fantastic to have won, especially as this is my last year at the school and so my 

final chance to secure the trophy. The team effort was superb. I would encourage other schools to get involved 

in an event like this as it is a great opportunity to do something different for your school.”  

 

Over 600 teams entered the championship this year, meaning Caterham beat more than 1850 students to 

secure the winning team’s prize of a visit to the famous McLaren Technology Centre courtesy of Vodafone 

McLaren Mercedes. Here they will get the chance to see where the F1 cars raced by Jenson Button and Lewis 

Hamilton are designed and manufactured. They will also receive one-to-one tuition in Arden International’s 

state-of-the-art simulator.  

 

Second placed Altrincham Grammar’s team included Max McGuire (18), Alex Wilson (15) and Zubair Hoque 

(15). Third place was taken by Ponteland High School, with world champion karter, Matthew Graham (17) and 

his team mates, Christian Harrison (17) and Daniel Barber (18). 

 

Will Tew, Championship Director at the BSKC said: “The skills of the teams are improving with each year and 

that has been demonstrated in the tightest final yet. The BSKC was started to give young people a chance to 

experience the thrill and excitement of motorsports, and excitement is certainly what we got in the final.
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“What has impressed me the most is how racing has instilled a sense of responsibility in the teams taking part 

– Caterham is a great example of this. Alex Jobson, for instance is new to karting and yet the other team 

members have helped him out – so much so that they have gone on to win the final. They should be incredibly 

proud of themselves. So should all the teams taking part. I have never seen such a professional display from 

such young men and women. 

 

“Almost 7000 young people have participated in the competition since it started. It is a great way to give 

students who are not interested in football or hockey a chance to reveal hidden talents. Many schools have 

also told us that taking part has built the confidence of the drivers and this has helped them both on the race 

track and in school too.” 

 

The BSKC is an arrive and drive karting championship that aims to bring competitive, cost effective karting into 

UK schools. Since it began in 2007 with just 22 teams competing, the popularity of the championship has 

grown and this year, there are 617 teams competing to win the title of British School Karting Champions 2012.   

 

For details of the karting finals or more information on the BSKC, visit www.bskc.co.uk. You can also follow 

them on Facebook and on Twitter at @karting_bskc.  

 

Ends 

 

Press contact for the BSKC: Rebecca Bremner, Catherine Lane PR, 2nd Floor, 145-157 St John Street, London, 

EC1V 4PY. Tel: 07787 155 882 Email: rebecca@catherinelane.com  

 

About BSKC 

The British Schools Karting Championship (BSKC) is an arrive & drive karting championship that aims to bring 

competitive, cost effective karting into UK schools. It was started in 2006 and was originally contested by 22 

teams. It is now a nationwide Championship supported by the Motor Sports Association and in 2012 has seen 

617 teams (over 1850 students) compete.  

For further information on the BARC visit: www.bskc.co.uk or contact info@bskc.co.uk   

 

 

 

About BARC 

The BARC, established in 1912 is Britain’s largest motor sport club. Originally based at Brooklands and 

Goodwood before moving to Thruxton, the BARC runs over 35 championships, including the British Touring  

Cars at more than 75 meetings during the year including circuit racing, hillclimbs, sprints and rallycross. The 

BARC also owns four circuits; Croft, Mallory Park, Pembrey and Thruxton and operates its own marshals’ 

training scheme.  

For further information on the BARC visit: www.barc.net or contact press@barc.net   

 


