
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Real 
Relationships” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the 
small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction: People get down sometimes. It’s easy to get discouraged when you see 
the way that society is going. Every time you turn on the news or watch prime time TV… 
It can be easy to get tempted to quit when you wonder if what you’re doing and the 
sacrifices you’re making are accomplishing enough to make it worth it. We need each 
other to remind us to stay faithful to the Lord because of what is coming just over the 
horizon. 

1. Be encouraged. Death doesn’t win. (1 Thess. 4:13-15)  
Death can’t be prevented “them which are asleep” (vs. 13) 
As I write this, my mother is in the hospital. She’s dying – kidney failure. 
Medication and treatments can prolong her life, but not indefinitely. I know what’s 
coming. Death is appointed for all (Heb. 9:27) thanks to Adam (1 Cor. 15:22). 
One of Adam’s descendants, Methusaleh, lived 969 years…but he still died. God 
had warned Adam and Eve. He said, “In the day you eat of it, you will surely die” 
(Gen. 2:17). They didn’t know what death looked like. They’d never experienced 
it. But we have. We’ve watched people die. We’ve also watched dreams die. 
Months, sometimes years go into a relationship, a project, a goal only to see it 
come to an end. It’s depressing. But that’s the world we live in. The good news is 
that… 
 
Death can be overcome “died and rose again” (vs. 14) 
In fact, death already has been overcome...multiple times. There were many who 
were raised from the dead. Problem was that their victory was only temporary. 
They had to die again and thereby give death its apparent final victory. But Jesus 
became the “first-fruits” of all that would defeat death and never die again. Jesus 
defeated death by surrendering Himself to it and rising from the dead. In Jesus, 
death has been permanently defeated (1 Cor. 15:54-55)! We will live again! For 
some, there is something even better… 
 
Death won’t come to all “alive unto the coming of the Lord” (vs. 15) 
Twice already in human history, there have been instances of people who did not 
die – Enoch and Elijah. Soon, there will be countless more names added to that 
list. Maybe it will be mine; maybe it will be yours. Every generation has those 
who want Jesus to wait a while to come for fear that they might miss out on some 
experience that we can only have on earth (supposedly). Isn’t missing the 
experience of death worth “missing out” on whatever else you could have 
experienced? 

 
2. Be encouraged. Jesus is coming. (1 Thess. 4:16) 

His coming will be personal “the Lord himself” (v. 16) 
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The one who died for us is the one coming to get us. You’ve heard the old 
phrase: “If you want a job done right…” He’s not going to send an angel or an 
Old Testament saint to bring us home. In this case, it’s not that some other entity 
couldn’t accomplish the task. He sent angels to announce His birth to individuals 
and to groups. He sent humans to announce the Gospel to the world. I think the 
reason that Jesus is coming Himself is simply the fact that He’s too excited about 
His Bride to let anyone else escort her home. 
 
His coming will be piercing “shout…voice…trump” (v. 16) 
And when you get excited about something, you usually get pretty noisy. At the 
time of this writing, the Super Bowl is still a week away. The Falcons, my favorite 
team, are playing. I don’t know who’s going to win, but I don’t have to be there or 
be a prophet to know that when either team enters that stadium, it’s going to be 
noisy. Jesus’ original coming was relatively quiet. The only real noise was angels 
out in the field and a baby’s cry as He was placed in a manger. Both of those 
were pretty localized. Only a few in and around Bethlehem knew that the world 
changed that night. The world will change again because Jesus is coming to get 
His bride and at that time, everyone will know. 
 
His coming will be powerful “dead in Christ shall rise” (v. 16) 
The arrival of some brings nothing with it. Everything goes on as before. Not so 
with this arrival. He brings life. He brings hope. To Mary and Martha, Jesus said, 
“I am the Resurrection and the Life” (John 11:25). Herod tried to kill Jesus when 
He was just a baby. He wasn’t powerful enough. The Pharisees thought they had 
destroyed Jesus. They were wrong. The marker on every grave stone has a 
beginning point and an end point for each life as if that stone was the final 
authority. But Jesus supersedes the authority of any stone (He overcame the one 
that sealed his fate), any religion, or any politician. 
 

3. Be encouraged. We go home. (1 Thess. 4:17-18) 
We will go up “caught up” (v. 17) 
Jesus told His original disciples that He was going away but that He was also 
going to come back to get them to take them to their new home (Jn. 14:1-2). 
They were confused. They thought this was home, and all their actions up until 
Jesus went to His real home were based on that belief. It’s easy to get confused 
and disillusioned by the difficult events that happen in this life. “Home is not 
supposed to be like this!” That’s right. It’s not. It’s just that this isn’t home.  
Abraham could deal with the struggles of life only because he understood that 
fact. He was looking up for a city “whose builder and maker was God” (Heb. 
11:10). 
 
We will be changed (1 Cor. 15:52) 
All of us have things about ourselves that we would like to change. Our height, 
our weight, the amount of hair on the head, the quality of our singing voice… the 
fact that we yell at our kids too much. We have no control over some of these 
factors. Some of them we’ve tried to change so many times and failed. But Jesus 
has never and will never fail. What change you have attempted for decades, 
Jesus will accomplish in the “twinkling of an eye”. It makes sense. We have to be 
changed in order to be suited for the new and wonderful environment that we’re 
going to live in. And think about it. Didn’t you have to get out of your play clothes 
and put on your nice duds whenever you were getting ready to be introduced to 
someone really important? 
 
We will be reunited “together…ever be with the Lord” (v. 17) 
Home wouldn’t be home without family. Heaven would just be a place to hang out 
for a while and hang up your clothes at the end of the day if there weren’t loved 
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ones waiting there for you. That’s the great thing about going home…you always 
knew that there would be someone there who was glad to see you and had been 
anticipating your arrival. Or maybe not. Maybe that wasn’t your experience. Boy, 
are you in for a treat or what?! Not only will there be people there ready to greet 
you and show you the ropes – people who have prayed for your salvation and 
aided you in your spiritual journey, people who have loved you and sacrificed for 
you – but the greatest thing of all is that Jesus will be there, and we’ll all be 
together…forever. 

Conclusion: So what’s got you down today? How long is it going to last? How long is it 
going to last in comparison to eternity? As hard as life can get here, magnify that a 
google number of times, and that’s how good life will be there. I know that you wonder 
sometimes if it’s all worth it. Jesus said He was going to rise from the dead, and He did. 
Jesus said He’s coming back, and He will. Jesus said He’s coming back to get us, so 
watch the sky, and know this: “It will be worth it all when we see Jesus. Life's trials will 
seem so small when we see Christ. One glimpse of His dear face all sorrow will erase, 
so bravely run the race till we see Christ.” – Esther Kerr Rusthoi 
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