
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Real 
Relationships, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Encourage people in their relationships with Christ and one another. 
Introduction: I was in seminary during some exciting times.  In the fall of 1989, the 
Berlin Wall was torn down.  Just weeks later, a Communist government in Romania was 
overthrown.  Germany was soon reunited as a single nation, and not long after that, the 
Soviet Union was officially dissolved.  For the first time in decades, Eastern Europe was 
wide open to the gospel.  Great revival movements were also taking place in Kenya and 
in South Korea.  It was a great time to be studying for the ministry. 
Of course, there were naysayers in those days.  I can’t judge anyone’s heart, but I can’t 
understand why some Christians refuse to recognize times when God is clearly at work.  
The early church contained such cynics.  Some did not want to rise above their 
prejudice and reach out to Gentiles.  Thankfully, though, there were others who took the 
Great Commission to heart, and sought to reach people of all nations.  We can also be 
thankful for men like Barnabas who encouraged them in this work.     

I. A great movement. 
 
A. It began among “they which were scattered”. 

1. They had scattered after the stoning of Stephen. 
a. A great persecution broke out against the church.   
b. A man named Saul had started a crusade to arrest Christians.  

2. Persecution is never good, but God has a way of using it for His glory 
and for the advancement of the gospel. 
a. Believers scattered to different places, but they continued to spread 

the message of Jesus. 
b. Some traveled to Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch. 

B. Some men in Antioch decided to share Christ with the Gentiles. 
1. They had probably heard about the conversion of Cornelius, and 

Peter’s testimony before the leaders in Jerusalem (Acts 11:1-18). 
2. A large number of Gentiles came to faith in Christ. 

 
II. A great man. 

 
A. The church at Jerusalem heard what was happening in Antioch. 

1. They sent Barnabas to investigate. 
a. His name means “son of consolation” (Acts 4:36). 
b. They wanted him to see if this movement was really of God. 

2. Barnabas was widely respected and trusted.  
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a. “He was a good man” – He had already shown his generosity by 
selling a piece of property and donating the proceeds to the church 
(Acts 4:36).  

b. He was “full of the Holy Ghost and of faith”.  Thus, he was known to 
be a man of discernment. 

B. Barnabas rejoiced over what he saw. 
1. He “exhorted them all”.  Evidently this included the leaders in Antioch 

and the new believers. 
a. He reassured the leaders that they were doing the work of God. 
b. He encouraged the new believers to remain devoted to Christ. 

2. More people came to faith in Jesus.  
• We must use good discernment in determining whether or not a 

movement is really of God.  Genuine revival movements are 
characterized by exalting Christ and the truth of God’s Word.  If a 
movement is driven largely by heresy, then it is not of God. 

 
III. A great ministry. 

 
A. Barnabas went to Tarsus to find Saul. 

1. This was the same Saul who had persecuted the church after the 
stoning of Stephen. 
a. He was now a follower of Jesus. 
b. Barnabas had introduced him to the leaders in Jerusalem, and 

assured them that his conversion was genuine (Acts 9:27). 
2. Barnabas brought Saul to Antioch. 

a. God had told Ananias that Saul was to bear his name “before the 
Gentiles” (Acts 9:15-16). 

b. Saul had already preached Christ in synagogues (Acts 9:20-21), 
and Barnabas may have recognized his potential. 

B. He and Saul ministered in Antioch for a year. 
1. The disciples “were called Christians first in Antioch”. 

a. The name “Christian” simply means “follower of Christ”.  It may 
have been intended as a derogatory label. 

b. Up to this point, Christianity had been regarded as a sect of 
Judaism, but now it was taking on a life of its own. 

2. Antioch soon became a center of world missions. 
a. Paul and Barnabas were sent out from Antioch as the first 

missionaries (Acts 13:1-3). 
b. Paul continued to use Antioch as a home base (Acts 15:26; 18:22). 

 
Conclusion: My wife Celia teaches at Hampden-Sydney College, which was the site of 
a great revival in 1787.  In September of that year, a group of students began meeting 
for prayer each Saturday in the woods away from the campus.  One Saturday, because 
it looked like rain, they decided to hold the meeting at a room in the college.  Other 
students found out what they were doing and began to harass and curse them.  The 
president of the college, John Blair Smith, found out about the incident.  To the students’ 
surprise, he invited them to hold their next prayer meeting in his parlor (he and some of 
his friends had been praying for the campus since the preceding spring).  The following 
Saturday, Blair’s parlor was full of students!  Within weeks, many had come to faith in 
Christ, and people outside the campus took note of what was happening.  Within a year, 
spiritual awakenings had occurred throughout the county and surrounding areas.  Some 
historians cite this as the beginning of the Second Great Awakening.1 

The church I serve is only about a mile and a half from Hampden-Sydney, and many of 
us are praying that God will do it again.  If such an awakening does come, though, how 
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will we in the church react?  Will we be among the critics who try to shut it down?  Or 
will be like Barnabas (or John Blair Smith) and encourage the ones who are affected by 
the awakening?  As Henry Blackaby often says, “Find out where God is working, and 
get involved.”  Don’t be a wet blanket; be an encourager!  
 

Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia.  He holds a 
B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary.  His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an associate 
professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
 
1 Iain H. Murray, Revival & Revivalism: The Making and Marring of American 
Evangelicalism, 1750-1858, (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust, 1994), pp. 95-102. 
 


