
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Real 
Relationships, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  When we see others as Christ sees them, we will treat them accordingly. 
Introduction: As I write this, a new President has just taken office.  Protests are 
erupting all over the country from people who do not like his policies.  Quite frankly, our 
country has been heavily polarized for several years, and recent events have only 
brought the anger to the surface.  As we see the constant bickering and fighting among 
our politicians and among ordinary people, we’re tempted to wonder if there’s any hope 
for our country at all.  There is indeed hope, but it only come through a genuine spiritual 
awakening.  When people look to Jesus, they will no longer have any room for anger or 
hatred because they will learn to see others as Jesus sees them. 
This sermon is about someone who took his eyes off God, and as a result he exploited 
someone for his own personal benefit.  That someone was King David.  The story of 
David’s sin with Bathsheba is a perfect example of how we should not treat others.   
 

I. A terrible dilemma. 
 
A. David stayed home at the time kings went into battle. 

1. The reasons for his actions have been debated. 
a. His men may have wanted to protect him from harm. 
b. He may have felt his presence was not needed. 

2. In any case, he evidently had a lot of time on his hands. 
a. While walking on the roof, he saw a woman bathing. 
b. Someone has wisely said, “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop.”  

We become more vulnerable to temptation during those times when 
we have little to do. 

B. David “inquired after” the woman he had seen. 
1. He learned that she was the wife of Uriah. 

a. It was bad enough that he took the matter this far, but he certainly 
should have stopped when he found out she was married. 

b. For some reason, he invited her to the palace. 
• We can only imagine the excuses David made to himself: “Well, 

she’s a new neighbor, and she could probably use a friend.  I 
know the proper limits, so nothing will happen.”  Alas, these 
“famous last words” have destroyed many a marriage. 

2. David soon learned that she was pregnant. 
• Adrian Rogers had some very stern words for people who talk 

about “going all the way”.  He said, “You haven’t gone all the 
way until she gets pregnant, and then you have to decide what 
you’re going to do about it.  You say, ‘We won’t have the baby.’  
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No, if she’s pregnant, you’ve already got a baby; the question is, 
what are you going to do with it?  Then, when you have to tell 
her parents, you’ve gone a little further down the way.  Then if 
you catch a disease, you’ve gone a little further.  But you 
haven’t really gone all the way until you stand before Almighty 
God who said, ‘Flee fornication’ and ‘Thou shalt not commit 
adultery.’  Then, my friend, you’ve gone all the way!”   

3. David failed to see people as God sees them.  How could his attitude 
have changed this situation? 
a. If he had respected Uriah, he would not have even considered 

sleeping with his wife. 
b. If he had respected Bathsheba, he’d have regarded her as a 

human being instead of a sex object. 
  

II. A terrible deception. 
 
A. David called Uriah in from the battle. 

1. He instructed Uriah to go home and spend the night with his wife. 
a. David hoped if Uriah slept with his wife, he would think the baby 

she carried was his own. 
b. We can deceive others, but we cannot deceive God (Prov. 15:3). 

• Abraham Lincoln said, “You call fool all the people some of the 
time and some of the people all of the time, but you can’t fool all 
of the people all of the time.”  I would add to that by saying you 
can’t fool God any of the time! 

2. When his first plan failed, he got Uriah drunk (v.13).  Even then, Uriah 
refused to go home to his wife. 
a. He could not enjoy the comforts of home while other soldiers were 

on the battlefield. 
b. He was unwilling to spend time with his wife while his comrades 

were separated from theirs. 
B. Unlike David, Uriah saw the worth of others. 

1. He had too much respect for his comrades in arms to go home. 
2. What would have happened had David shown such respect for Uriah? 

a. He would not have had Uriah killed. 
b. He would have confessed his sin instead of trying to cover it. 
c. He would never have slept with Uriah’s wife in the first place, and 

thus would have avoided all of this trouble! 
 

III. A terrible death.  
 
A. David ordered Joab to place Uriah in the fiercest part of the battle. 

1. As David expected, Uriah was killed. 
2. When Bathsheba’s period of mourning was past, David took her as his 

own wife. 
B. David still didn’t fool God. 

1. Nathan the prophet was sent to confront him (2 Samuel 12:1-9). 
a. Proverbs 15:2 says “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 

beholding the evil and the good.” 
b. David’s actions gave God’s enemies “occasion to blaspheme” (2 

Samuel 12:14). 
2. Though God forgave David, he still suffered severe consequences. 

a. His child died. 
b. God allowed evil and violence to rise up from David’s own house. 

C. Think of how many of our societal problems would be solved if we saw 
people the way Christ sees them. 
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1. There would be fewer church splits. 
2. There would be less crime. 
3. There would be fewer divorces. 
4. There would be fewer people in need. 
5. There would be less racism and sexism. 

 
Conclusion:  One of the great NFL linebackers of the past was John “Bull” Bramlett.  
He was an aggressive player, but he was also quite aggressive in his everyday life.  
People who knew him in his younger days could tell stories of him getting into fist fights 
at the slightest provocation.  In 1973, Bull Bramlett came to know Jesus as his Lord and 
Savior, and his life was completely changed.  He quit drinking and fighting, and he 
began to take seriously his duties as a husband and father.  Furthermore, he learned to 
love people he had formerly hated.  In his autobiography, he told of when he was invited 
to speak at Carson-Newman College in 1976.  After the service, a young black man 
approached him.  He had long hair with colored beads braided into it – a look that 
Bramlett despised – and all of a sudden his old prejudices began to surface.  Even so, 
he talked to the young man.  One thing led to another, and Bramlett ended up leading 
the young man to faith in Christ.  He said, “The prejudices we had both carried all our 
lives had melted away in a few seconds in the presence of the One who loves a black 
man and a white man just the same.” 1  
How was Bull Bramlett able to overcome his prejudice?  When he came to know Christ, 
God’s Holy Spirit came to live in him.  The Holy Spirit helped Bramlett see other people 
as Christ sees them.  When you learn to view others through the eyes of Christ, you 
won’t be able to keep from loving them. 
Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia.  He holds a 
B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary.  His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an associate 
professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
1 John Bramlett, with Tula Jeffries, Taming the Bull: The John “Bull” Bramlett Story, 
(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1989), p. 181. 


