
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Real 
Relationships” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the 
small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction: Authority comes in many shapes and sizes. When you’re forty, it’s the 
I.R.S. agent sitting across the desk from you as she audits your taxes for the last two 
years. When you’re thirty, it’s the police officer that just pulled you over because you 
didn’t quite come to a complete stop at the intersection. When you’re twenty, it’s the 
college professor that is warning you on the first day of Sophomore Biology Lab about 
the penalty for faking your lab results. When you’re fifteen, it’s the line supervisor at the 
fast food chain that is teaching you the value of treating each customer as if they were 
the President. But when you’re five, there is only one authority in your life. It’s your 
parents. Robert Fulghum wrote a book titled Everything I Really Need to Know, I 
Learned in Kindergarten. The job of every parent is to teach their children at the earliest 
of ages how to properly respond to authority. Doing so will set their children up for 
success for the rest of their lives. 

1. Honor father and mother because it is the right thing to do. “God has 
commanded you” (Ex. 20:12) “for this is right” (Eph. 6:1) 
Honor is the proper response to the directive of God. The question of every child 
when told to do something that they don’t want to do is, “Why?!” Sometimes the 
parent takes the time to explain to the child the practical results if what they are 
directed to do doesn’t happen that way. “You might get hurt, and I don’t want 
that.” There are other times that the parent simply says, “Because I said so.” 
When God says for us to obey the authorities in our lives, the only justification 
that He is required to give for why is “because I said so.” He is God, right? And 
notice that God says to obey parents and, by extension other authorities, 
because it is “right”, not obey them when they are right or when what they say 
makes sense or when their ideas fit with the majority. It’s not just children that 
question. Adults do it too. We live in a society of questioners. “Who says?” God 
says. 

 
Honor is the proper response to the sacrifice of parents. How many sleepless 
nights? How many savings accounts drained? How many dreams and plans put 
on hold for the benefit of the children? Every parent makes sacrifices for their 
children. Most of the time, they do so willingly out of their love, but the love 
doesn’t make the sacrifice any less painful. Shouldn’t sacrifices be 
acknowledged? Shouldn’t they be rewarded? It goes further. The soldier on the 
battlefield, the policeman on the shoulder of the road, the politician holding the 
news conference…they’ve all made sacrifices. No, they’re not always right. 
They’re human. Yes, they make mistakes, and they should be held accountable 
for those mistakes. And yes, there are some who have gone way beyond making 
mistakes to committing crimes. We don’t honor the evil actions or even the 
mistakes, but we do honor the sacrifices that they have made. 

 

Sermon Series:  Real Relationships 
To be used with:  Session 3: Respect Authority 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Give honor to whom honor is due 
Scripture: Exodus 20:12; Deut. 5:16; Eph. 6:1-3 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

2. Honor father and mother because it will lengthen your life-span. “days may 
be prolonged” (Deut. 5:16) 
As an individual. You can probably remember some directives that your parents 
taught you when you were just starting to gain the smallest amount of 
independence. “Look both ways before you cross the street.” “Wash your hands 
before you eat.” “Don’t talk to strangers” “Don’t pick on anyone who is bigger than 
you.” Well, maybe not that last one, but it’s still good advice. With those simple 
very practical lessons, your parents enabled you personally to live longer than 
you would have if you had chosen to ignore them. This is equally true in regard to 
governmental rules. Seat belts, speed limits, prescription drugs…these are all 
items originating from an authority that limit our freedoms but that also help to 
prolong our lives. 
 
As a society/civilization. Civilizations, because they are made up of people, live 
or die based on what people do with authority, beginning with the authority of 
parents. When tyrants exercise their authority unjustly, they are eventually 
dethroned, and a new government is established. And when a society is built 
predominantly of people who refused to grow up in submission to parents, then 
every other form of authority that they do not agree with will be thrown off as well. 
In our Declaration of Independence, authored by Thomas Jefferson, these words 
are recorded: “Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 
from the consent of the governed.” So what happens when the people no longer 
“consent” – not on moral or legal grounds – but on preference? What happens 
when I have a President that I didn’t vote for – that I didn’t consent to? If I am not 
willing to bow to the directives of God, then I rebel. And if enough people join me 
in that rebellion and throw off all authority, then anarchy reigns, and that 
civilization dies. 
 

3. Honor father and mother because it will increase your enjoyment of life. 
“go well with thee” (Deut. 5:16) 
They have a desire for you to succeed. Solomon wrote a book in the Bible that he 
addressed to his son. He wrote it because he wanted his son to succeed, to be 
joyful in life and to make good decisions. He says, “Be not wise in thine own 
eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and 
marrow to thy bones” (Prov. 3:7-8). It is true that not every parent wants success 
for their children. That fact saddens the Father. It is even truer that there are 
governmental officials who care very little about anything, it seems, that happens 
to the general populace. But because God is pleased with honor when honor is 
not easy, He promises to bless it by blessing you. 
 
They have wisdom to help you succeed. “My son, hear the instruction of thy 
father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: For they shall be an ornament of 
grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.” (Prov. 1:8-9) “My son, keep thy 
father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: Bind them 
continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When thou goest, it 
shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it 
shall talk with thee. For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and 
reproofs of instruction are the way of life.” (Prov. 6:20-23) The cry of every parent 
is “learn from my mistakes.” And the response of every teenager is, “Let me learn 
from my own mistakes.” Well you will; just don’t make the same mistakes that 
your parents did. 

 
4. Honor father and mother because it is a reflection of your attitude toward 

God. “the Lord thy God giveth thee” (Deut. 5:16) “in the Lord” (Eph. 6:1) 
Every authority is placed over us by God. (Romans 13:1) This is true even of the 
ungodly ones. When Romans was written, Caesar thought of himself as a god, 
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and Christians were just starting to experience the persecution that would later 
result in burning Christians being used to light Nero’s garden. As evil as children 
might think their parents, the vast majority of them don’t lower themselves to 
torture. And as bad as ours or other governments become, most of them are 
feeding Christians to lions. Even those that do have been ordained by God and 
must be honored. 
 
Every authority is placed over us for our good. (Romans 13:4) Not every child 
has great parents, but every child has parents (or other authorities) that can help 
them become great. That’s the God-given role of authorities – to protect us and 
to help us reach our full potential. It’s hard to view parents as good when they 
can be so demanding. It’s hard to see that what they require is for our good when 
it often hurts so much. But that’s where trust comes in. 
 
Every response to authority shows our level of trust in God. The question I must 
fathom is whether or not I believe that God is good. If I believe that, then that 
makes it possible for me to obey the authorities in my life whether they are good 
or not. It matters whether or not the authorities are good. But their goodness or 
lack thereof is not the issue when it comes to my obedience. I’m not trusting in 
them to save me; I am trusting in God. 
 

Conclusion: In 1887, John H. Sammis wrote the song “Trust and Obey”. Though it is 
over 100 years old, and is rarely sung, its truth is just as contemporary as it was when 
first written. When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, what a glory He sheds 
on our way! While we do His good will, He abides with us still, and with all who will trust 
and obey. But we never can prove the delights of His love until all on the altar we lay; 
For the favor He shows, for the joy He bestows, are for them who will trust and obey. 
Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet, or we’ll walk by His side in the way; 
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go; never fear, only trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” 
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Bible at Colonial Hills Christian School just outside Atlanta, Ga. He and his wife of 27 
years, Tammy, have two grown children and one grandson.  


