
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Broken 
Vessels, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small 
group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction:  
Confidence is a tricky thing.  
There are two primary ways that we define confidence. The first is a “full trust; belief in 
the powers, trustworthiness, or reliability of a person or thing”. This is having confidence 
in your spouse, a chair to hold you, etc. The second way that we define confidence is 
more personal. This confidence is a belief in oneself and one’s powers or abilities; self-
confidence; self-reliance; assurance. This second way that we use the word has 
become the most prominent. You can have confidence in another and you can have 
false confidence in another. Or you can have confidence in self or a false confidence in 
self.  
Paul is likely imprisoned when he writes this letter to Rome. His desire is to use it as a 
missionary hub to continue his mission into Spain. But Rome is a tough place. It’s not 
the type of place that would naturally give you confidence. If you think the gospel is hard 
here you should have tried going to 1st century Rome. You think we live in a sex-crazed 
culture? We still haven’t quite outdone the Romans. You think we’ve got a violent 
culture. We still don’t match up to the Romans. This was an arrogant culture that 
believed they knew the truth of all things. They were not open to the gospel.  
It’s not the type of place that you’d naturally sign up for. But listen now as we hear 
Paul’s heartbeat for Rome. What makes him so confident? And what type of confidence 
did Paul have, confidence in himself or confidence in another? 
As you hear this text you’ll notice that Paul had great confidence, and his confidence 
was not placed in himself but in Christ. This same eagerness and confidence is 
available to us today. 

1. We can be confident because the gospel is contagious 
 
One of the most amazing things about the church at Rome is that we really do not know 
who founded it. Some would have us believe that it was Peter but that is very difficult to 
prove. The most likely scenario is that an unnamed convert planted the church in Rome. 
This is astounding because it goes against conventional thinking. It means that God 
didn’t send his A-team to preach the gospel to the most prominent city in the world. And 
yet here Paul writes to the church in Rome.  
Romans 1:8 is a testimony of the miracle and the power of the gospel. “Your faith is 
proclaimed in all the world”. We don’t really know how a church got in Rome, but it did. 
It wasn’t Peter. It wasn’t Paul. It wasn’t the other apostles. It was likely someone from 
Rome that had come to Jerusalem and had come to know Christ and then went back to 
his/her hometown and spread the message of Jesus. And God in his power began 
saving people and he established a church there. The gospel is contagious. 
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Paul saw this in his own life. He is a living and breathing example of the contagious 
nature of the gospel. It captivated Stephen and quite likely the first martyrs speech stuck 
in the mind of his persecutor. Paul himself was transformed and was motivated to share 
the gospel. The Paul who once persecuted the church is now eager to preach the 
gospel in Rome because he has heard the Spirit is doing amazing work in Rome.  
 
This should encourage us because we see that the gospel is contagious and is able to 
spread on its own. Our confidence in the gospel doesn’t rest in our own abilities. This 
isn’t self-confidence. This isn’t something you need to talk yourself into. The gospel is 
contagious. 
 

2. We can be confident because God blesses obedience 
In 1:14 Paul says that he is under obligation to proclaim the gospel. This goes back to 
the first verse of Romans. Paul is a servant of the Lord. He is under obligation to preach 
the gospel to everyone. It is his job. It is his duty. When God rescued Paul, he became 
a debtor to tell others about the only source of rescue. This is true of Paul and it is true 
of us. 
We balk at words like obligation, but notice verse 15. Paul’s response to his obligation is 
that he is “eager to preach the gospel in Rome”. He is eager to do that which he is 
obligated to do. What is behind this? Part of it is that Paul’s heart has been radically 
changed by the Lord. He loves obedience. But there is more going on here. Paul is 
excited to go to Rome because he knows God blesses obedience. He expects to see 
fruit (see 11-13). This gives confidence. So open your lips and speak the gospel into 
people’s lives.  

3. We can be confident because the gospel is powerful  
Paul says that he is “not ashamed of the gospel”. But why? Why is he so confident and 
eager? Because he knows the gospel is the power of God which brings dead people to 
life. This isn’t just about initial conversion. Notice the Paul is eager as well to preach the 
gospel to believers. It is the gospel which empowers us from beginning to end. 
Why is the gospel so powerful? Verse 17 tells us, because in the gospel the 
righteousness of God is revealed. God shows up himself when His precious gospel is 
proclaimed. Therefore we can be confident in proclaiming the gospel. The gospel is 
powerful because God is powerful.  
Conclusion:  
A fun illustration to conclude this is to have people in the sermon stand up who first 
responded to the gospel at a church and were saved at a church. Then have people 
stand up who responded to the gospel because a parent, co-worker, or someone other 
than a paid minister shared the gospel with them. You’ll be shocked at what large 
percentage came to Christ not through the ministry of the pastor but through the 
ministry of others. This proves what Paul is saying in Romans 1:8-17. The gospel really 
is contagious and powerful. And God blesses our obedience. Seeing this will inspire 
folks in the congregation to be about the business of sharing the gospel themselves 
because God really will use their efforts to bring dead men to life.  
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