
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Broken 
Vessels, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Our English word witness comes from the same Greek word that we get 
our word martyr. Early believers were put to death or martyred for their “witness” to 
Christ. Clearly, these people were so motivated to share the gospel that they gave their 
lives to that cause. 
 
One such early believer was the apostle Paul. His motivation to share the gospel of 
Christ was so strong that he often went without food and shelter; he denied his own 
safety; he was often beaten and imprisoned; he became a social outcast; he was willing 
to die for the cause of Christ. 
 
In our text, Paul explained what drove him to be on mission, to share the gospel, and to 
preach the good news. He wrote about his passion to share the gospel. His motivation 
should motivate every Christian to share their faith each day. 
 
 

1. Knowing that a day of reckoning is coming (v. 11). 
 
To understand verse 11, we must read verses 9-10. Paul wrote of the reality of standing 
before the judgment seat of Christ where we will give an account of our lives before God 
(v. 10). The judgment seat is the place where the “fear of the Lord” will be manifested. 
Paul was living each day in light of that day. His fear or deep respect for the Lord 
motived him to faithfully execute the work of persuading people to come to faith in Jesus 
Christ. He had a healthy sense of accountability to God. He knew that God would be his 
judge. 
 
Likewise, we should recapture a sense of amazement, awe, wonder, respect, and 
reverential fear of giving an account of our lives before God. The totally righteous God 
will not award us according to our intentions, but will judge us and reward us according 
to our actions. Such a reality should motivate us to share the gospel, knowing that we 
will stand before God to give an account of our actions. 
 
 

2. Experiencing the love of Christ compels us (vv. 14-15, 21). 
 
Paul’s motive for sharing the gospel stemmed not only from the “fear of the Lord” (v. 11) 
but also from “love of Christ” (v. 14). The first relates to Jesus’ role as Judge, the 
second to His role as Savior. Judgment day reminded Paul of his accountability to God; 
Christ’s love reminded him of his debt to Christ for what had been done for him. 
 
Each waking moment Paul was reminded of Christ’s love for him, exemplified and 
personalized in Jesus’ death on the cross. The greatest love story of all time is that 
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Jesus, who knew no sin, took upon Himself the sins of a fallen humanity, so that we 
might become righteous, standing before God forgiven. Such an act compels us not to 
live for ourselves but for Jesus who died for us. 
 
All Jesus’ disciples must follow His example: He gave or voluntarily sacrificed His life for 
others. Yet Jesus’ death was much more than an example. Paul had come to 
appreciate the widespread effects of that death (as being “for all”) and the essence of 
that death as a substitute.  No stronger motivation exists than knowing that not only 
does someone loves us, but they loved us enough to die for us, standing in our stead. 
 
Such a love compelled Paul to share the gospel. The word compels means to be 
gripped with an inner pressure. Paul used this word to describe how Christ’s love had 
gripped him, or motivated him to tell others about what Jesus had done on the cross. 
Such a knowledge caused him to live for Christ and not for himself. 
 
Jesus is both our Judge and our Savior, and His two roles should have an impact on 
how we live, especially as it relates to sharing the gospel.  
 
 

3. Knowing that the power of Christ changes people (vv. 16-17). 
 
Paul had been changed by Christ. He was a new creation. He knew firsthand the 
gospel’s power. And, such understanding motivated him to share the gospel with 
others, knowing that others could be changed by the gospel message. 
 
Sharing the gospel will transform others into a new creation. It will change the lives of 
people who respond to the gospel message. Not only does one’s eternal destiny 
change, but their lives on this earth will change. They will become new.  
 
 

4. Hearing the call of Christ moves us to action (vv. 18-19). 
 

Paul had been commissioned. He heard the call of God upon his life.  
 
Similarly, because we are new creations, having been forgiven by Christ’s finished work 
on the cross, and since we now live for Christ, Jesus has “given us the ministry of 
reconciliation” (v. 18) and “he has committed the message of reconciliation to us” (v. 
19). Instead of pursuing our own goals, we now pursue His goals. Instead of living our 
lives, He now lives His life through us. And, the ministry we have been called to is the 
ministry of reconciliation.  
 
Reconciliation is bringing together two parties that are estranged or in dispute. 
Reconciliation removes a barrier to our salvation, but it does not by itself accomplish our 
salvation. Jesus Christ is the One who brings together God and people, with salvation 
as the result of the union. Now, Jesus has given His followers the same responsibility, 
in this case, to use our influence and our relationship to bring those people estranged 
from God into a relationship with Him through Christ.  
 
It is a monumental call. It is extended to all believers. It is not a burden but a blessing, 
the Lord of the Universe has entrusted to us, His followers. 
 
 

5. Receiving the role of a lifetime prompts us to obey (v.20). 
 

The ministry of reconciliation makes us “ambassadors for Christ” (v. 20), one of the 
most exalted titles the Christian can claim. An ambassador is a personal representative 
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sent by a ruler to do and say what the ruler would say if the ruler were present. J. B. 
Lightfoot wrote, “The ambassador, before acting, receives a commission from the power 
for whom he acts. The ambassador, while acting, acts not only as an agent, but as a 
representative of his sovereign. Lastly, the ambassador’s duty is not merely to deliver a 
definite message, to carry out a definite policy; but he is obligated to watch 
opportunities, to study characters, to cast about for expedients, so that he may place it 
before his hearers in its most attractive form. He is a diplomatist.” 
 
Ambassadors authoritatively announce messages for others and request, not demand, 
acceptance. The “ambassadors for Christ” announce and appeal for God, as though 
God were making an appeal through us. 
 
We have been given the role and responsibility of a lifetime. May we represent the King 
well. May we speak on His behalf in a way that will “persuade people” (v. 11) and “plead 
on Christ’s behalf” (v. 20).  
 
 
Conclusion: The first disciples were willing to die for their faith for the reasons listed 
here. Are we? Or do we need to have our passion to share the gospel reignited? 
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