
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Broken 
Vessels, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Jesus healed many people during his earthly ministry. Healing was 
prominent in the Gospels and Acts, (it is estimated that twenty to thirty percent of the 
Gospel record is related to healings). But Jesus was never called “Christ the Healer.” In 
fact, following His resurrection, Jesus did not heal a single person. We are surprised to 
discover almost nothing about healing outside the Gospels. Very little teaching about 
divine healing is taught in the epistles. Nor is it even suggested that we have the divine 
right to be healed of any or all sickness and maladies. It is not always God’s will that 
people are healed. God’s plan doesn’t always call for relief of pain and the absence of 
suffering.  
 
Consider the apostle Paul. Paul wrote over two-thirds of the New Testament. In a 
sense, he took over where Jesus left off. He triumphed the cause of Christianity. He 
traveled extensively promulgating the gospel. He had incredible spiritual and 
transcendent experiences when he visited the third heaven (v. 2), hearing inexpressible 
words (v. 4), and receiving extraordinary revelations (v. 7). If anyone would be exempt 
from pain and suffering, you would think it would be Paul. Yet he knew pain, suffering, 
and the absence of healing.  
 
Paul’s experience teaches us some important lessons when healing does not come. 
 

1. Live with unrelenting pain (v. 7). 
  

Paul lived with an unknown affliction he referred to as “a thorn in my flesh” (v. 7). This 
affliction was more than a thorn you might get while picking roses; it was a stake on 
which a man was tortured. Paul’s sickness was akin to being staked in the flesh. Please 
understand, he was not referring to a hangnail, or a bad day with the kids, or an 
unrelenting boss. It was probably a throbbing pain, an unrelenting physical handicap 
that dogged him for life.  
 

2. Ask but not receiving (v. 8). 
 
The thorn pierced into the very center of his heart and soon became a matter of intense 
prayer. “I pleaded with the Lord three times that it would leave me” (v. 8). This was no 
casual request. This was all out earnest begging for God’s intervention and removal of 
this stake in his heart. The intensity of his pain was matched by the intensity of his 
prayer. He pleaded, he begged, for healing with the same severity that a father would 
pray for the healing of his dying son, or an AIDS victim would seek a cure for his 
dreaded disease, or as an accused man would implore for mercy from a judge. 

Sermon Series:  Broken Vessels: How God Uses Imperfect People 
To be used with:  Session 3: The Gift of Grace 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  The Gift of Grace; When God Says No 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

 
Yet God said no. It is terribly troubling to believers when they beseech a God who 
promised to answer prayer, and do great things. Believing in God can be a burden. 
Faith creates problems for us. To believe in a sovereign God who can heal the sick, 
raise the dead, annihilate the devil, and launder the earth clean of every blight forces us 
to face the question: “If He can, why doesn’t He?” 
 
Paul beseeched and prayed, prayed and beseeched, but the thorn did not go away. 
God said no. He would have to live with the pain and endure the affliction. God’s no was 
terminal. 
 
Manley Beasley suffered for twenty years with several debilitating diseases, yet through 
the suffering became a great man of faith. When approached by a woman who wanted 
to pray for his healing, he said, “Ma’am, I have long since passed that.” 
 
That was the case for Paul. The healing that he had prayed for had not come and would 
not come. He would have to live with this affliction.  
 

3. Accept the gift of grace (v. 9). 
 
When Paul prayed, he did not get the answer he wanted, but the one God knew was 
best. Paul asked for relief from pain and God gave him the gift of grace. Plainly, Paul 
wrote, “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness’” (v. 9). Through these words of Christ Paul received a wonderful promise: 
My grace is sufficient for your life. When the request is denied, the body is ill, and the 
hope of recovery is gone, God says, “I’m all that you need.” When Paul wrote He said it 
was in the perfect tense. Meaning that God’s grace is sufficient and what He said stays 
true from that day on.  
 
God gives us what we need. And what we need is grace. And grace is enough. You 
see, from heaven’s perspective, grace is enough. If God did nothing more for us than to 
save us from hell, can we complain? If God saved our souls and left us to spend our 
lives with a physical ailment, would He be unjust? If God grants us the riches of His 
heavenly kingdom, can we complain about physical pain? 
 
There are those times when God, having heard our requests, gives us His grace. And, it 
is sufficient. 
 

4. Recognize the power found in weakness (vv. 9-10). 
 

God said to Paul’s request to have the thorn removed, “‘. . .for my power is perfected in 
weakness.’ Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ’s power may reside in me. So I take pleasure in weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and in difficulties, for the sake of Christ. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong” (vv. 9-10). It seems wrong doesn’t it? We have been led to believe 
that power is perfected in success; achievement makes us strong. But the truth is that 
our success and strength make us self-sufficient and proud. The good news is that 
when we are weak God pours His power into us. Our ills and sickness drive us to our 
knees. And only in humility are we exalted.  
 
We get our strength and power from transformation, not substitution. Paul had prayed 
for the healing of his affliction, he was asking God for a substitution: “Give me a healthy 
body instead of a sick body, deliverance instead of pain.” Sometimes God meets our 
needs through substitution, he heals our bodies and relieves the pain, but at other times 
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God meets the need by transformation. He does not remove the affliction, He gives us 
grace so the affliction works for us and not against us.  
 
Conclusion: When we allow God to work, He can take our afflictions and use them to 
accomplish His glory. That’s just how His power works. God doesn’t give us His grace 
and power so that we might endure our sickness, but rather so that we will rise above 
our afflictions to accomplish something good and positive for His kingdom. Our affliction, 
like Paul’s thorn in the flesh, can be transformed from a stumbling block into a stepping-
stone.  
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