
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Broken 
Vessels, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small 
group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction:  
The year was 1773. Cowper had enjoyed almost a decade of respite from his earlier 
depression and suicidal tendencies. Then something most unwelcome happened on 
January 1st of 1773. A few hours after attending morning worship (where he would have 
heard John Newton preach), the poet was visited with what can only be termed a 
“terrible premonition” that he was about to return to his previous state. Before the 
madness set in, he put to verse a proclamation of his faith. That is what we have today 
entitled God Moves in Mysterious Ways. 
Cowper did not recover from this fit of madness for half a decade. Some would even say 
that he never really recovered. This hymn was the last one of the 68 hymns that he 
would write with John Newton. The words of the hymn are true. God does move in 
mysterious ways. God is his own interpreter and eventually He will make it plain. But 
there is no sure promise that he will “make it plain” this side of redemption. For some, 
like Cowper, the “sweetness of the flower” is never enjoyed in this life. For him life under 
the sun was marked by the “bitterness of the bud”. 
We don’t like this story. We don’t like that heaven’s response to this poem was five 
years (and later more) madness. We want a story where God watched out for Cowper, 
kept him from suicide by using fog, and then rescued him from the darkness of despair. 
Though Cowper never committed suicide he did live a majority of his life in darkness 
and deep anguish. He seldom sensed the smile of God. 
This hymn and the story behind it provide a fitting illustration to Esther 2. It’s a beautiful 
story of God’s providence. He moves in mysterious ways to accomplish His purposes of 
salvation. But it’s also a sticky story that leaves us scratching our head.  

1. God can use even ungodly desires to accomplish His purposes 
Xerxes was not a godly man. 14 years after our story takes place Xerxes will be 
assassinated in his bedroom. The reason? After his military defeat at the hands of the 
Greeks it seems that Xerxes turned his heart toward another source of pleasure. When 
he saw that he couldn’t conquer the world through military prowess he turned his heart 
towards sensual overindulgence. Why was he assassinated? He did things that ought 
not be done with the wives of his military officers and it got him killed.  
 
His advisors did not have a biblical view of women. Their idea of parading various 
women before King Xerxes is hardly pleasing to the Lord. Even Xerxes’ new found 
disdain for Queen Vashti is not a noble response.  
 
So he gets lonely, his advisors come up with a plan that will involve women across his 
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land, and he thinks it sounds like a good decision. He’s got one thing on his mind. And 
the Lord uses Xerxes twisted and perverted mind to accomplish his purposes. He fills 
that aching void that Xerxes has with the Queen of his choosing.  
 

2. God can use even muddy obedience to accomplish His purposes  
Some read this text and see Mordecai and Esther as wonderful models of faithfulness. 
Others see them as helpless victims just doing what had to be done to survive. And still 
others see them as ones who start out not as exemplary characters but ones who 
eventually prove to be so. Either way they are certainly a sharp contrast to Daniel, 
Shardrach, Mesach, and Abedneggo. They too were exiles and responded to this in a 
much different way than Mordecai and Esther.  
One thing is certain, Mordecai should not have put Esther in this situation. He should 
have tried hiding her from the king. But he didn’t. And Esther should have refused to 
participate—much like Queen Vashti—but she didn’t. There’s nothing in this text that 
would make us think that she didn’t do the exact same thing that all of the other ladies 
did with the king. I doubt they talked about their future together, played cards, and 
watched old reruns of Matlock. But even if we could argue that she was pure in this 
direction note that she married—united herself to an unbelieving pagan king. Ezra 
spoke very highly against this. He came down hard on the intermarriage and the moral 
laxity of the Jews during this time.  
I can’t help but wonder if the silent God of Esther wouldn’t have been so silent had she 
been more like Daniel and his friends. We don’t know. But we do know that as the story 
progresses they are awakened to a type of obedience and end up being faithful—at 
least to their Jewish kinsman and ultimately it is through their faithfulness that God 
preserves the nation of the Israel. And it is through this that He will ultimately 
accomplish His purposes through the Lord Jesus.  
We have a hard time with stories like this. We like to believe that God only uses 
excellent people to accomplish His good purposes. But that’s not always the case. The 
Bible is more realistic than this. In reality all the Lord really has to use are crooked 
sticks. But as Martin Luther once quipped God uses crooked sticks to draw straight 
lines. God fulfills His purposes by using imperfect people—even the evil and wicked 
actions of imperfect people.  
Conclusion:  
The point of Esther 2 is not to encourage us to be muddy in our obedience or sinful in 
our desires. The Bible does not allow us to use the sovereignty of God as an excuse for 
our sin. But we do learn from Esther 2 that God is sovereign over history and He is 
moving things along to accomplish His purposes. He is building a kingdom and in that 
kingdom he is rooting out all sin and unbelief and filling it with passionate worshippers. 
And he is doing this through his Prophet, Priest, and King—the Lord Jesus Christ.  
If your passion is for God’s kingdom to expand, Esther 2 is a great encouragement. God 
still uses us even when we blow it. It is also a great encouragement to rest in the 
sovereignty of God. He will accomplish His purposes. This truth frees us up to be bold in 
missions.  
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