
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Broken 
Vessels, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: We are skillful at the art of making excuses, aren’t we? “I don’t know 
how.” “I didn’t understand.” “I couldn’t find the right tools.” “I threw out my back bowling.” 
“I have a doctor’s appointment.” “There’s been a death in the family.” “The hazmat crew 
is here and won’t let me out of the house.”  
 
In the Christian world, we can find all sorts of excuses not to obey God’s voice: “It’s the 
preacher’s job.” “It’s not my gift.” “I’ve already served; let someone else do it.” “I’m too 
busy or too tired or too old or too young.”  
 
It has been said, “Excuses are tools of the incompetent, and those who specialize in 
them seldom go far.” Ben Franklin wrote, “He that is good for making excuses is seldom 
good for anything else.” Gabriel Meurier stated, “He who excuses himself, accuses 
himself.” 
 
Moses knew about excuses, too. His story takes place when he was eighty years old. 
Living in Midian as a sheepherder, far removed from the splendor and glory he had 
once known in Egypt. His life had been reduced to a predictable and routine stability. 
Tending the flocks, no one had bothered him, not even God. 
 
Then one day, Moses was going about his business, tending the sheep on the far side 
of the desert. He came to a mountain, sometimes called Horeb, sometimes Sinai. God 
spoke to Moses to lead His people out of bondage in Egypt to the Promise Land. Moses 
was reluctant, feeling unfit and unprepared, to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. So, he 
made excuses as to why he was not the man for the job. 
 
We often identify with his excuses when God calls us. In fact, too often, we make the 
same excuses Moses made. 
 

1. Who am I? (3:11-12). 
 
Moses was once a member of Egypt’s ruling family. He was a prince, perhaps in line to 
be the king. Now he was far removed from the splendor and glory he had once known in 
Egypt. Instead of being a rags to riches story, Moses’ story was riches to rags. He ran 
from Pharaoh’s palace to Jethro’s farm, from a prince to a lowly shepherd. 40 years had 
passed since he had been in Egypt. He was an old man, already past his prime. This 
prompted Moses to wonder whether he was the right man for the job. 
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God’s reply and promise was quick and to the point: “I will be with you.” God promised 
to be with Moses, and this promise should have been sufficient. This has been God’s 
overriding promise to His people. He promises to go with us and be with us wherever 
He sends us. We can count on His presence. 
 

2. I have never been eloquent (4:10-12). 
 
Moses’ claim to have never been eloquent was a thinly veiled excuse, by which Moses 
hoped to escape his calling. Words did not come readily to him. When they came, he 
had a difficulty in uttering them. According to a Jewish tradition, he was unable to 
pronounce the labials: b, f, m, p, v. According to his own admission, his “my mouth and 
my tongue are sluggish” (4:10), meaning not handicapped, but lacking in eloquence. 
 
Calvin Miller, pastor and author, wrote about his call: “I was so inferior even the 
neighbors noted it and pointed it out to my mother as I grew up. In my late teens, one of 
my sisters felt led of God to help me get in touch with myself by telling me that in her 
opinion, which was as inerrant as the King James Bible, that if God called me to do 
anything, he must have had a wrong number. When I told my preacher I was called to 
preach, he didn’t necessarily feel that God had a wrong number, but he was concerned 
that I might have had a poor connection.” 
 
God has a way to overcome our weakness and our insufficiencies, doesn’t He? The 
person most aware of his own inadequacy is usually the person most dependent on 
God’s all-sufficiency. Our inadequacy causes us to rely upon God. His strength is made 
perfect in our weaknesses. His glory is manifested through our flaws.  
 
God’s reply and promise, once again was on point: I made the mouth and “I will help 
you speak and I will teach you what to say” (4:12).  Our talent may appear inadequate, 
but God always equips those He calls.  
 
We have the promise of God’s provision. God blesses not the silver-tongued orator, but 
the one He gives the words to say. God uses not the most gifted and talented person, 
but the one that He teaches to speak. God utilizes the most unlikely persons to shake a 
church or a community or a nation. Never underestimate the power of God, teaching 
and equipping the most unlikely people.   
 
God sometimes chooses those as His messengers, who are the least advantaged, that 
His grace in them may appear the more glorious. Christ’s disciples were no orators, till 
the Holy Spirit made them such. God answered Moses’ excuse. As the sign on the 
church marquee proclaimed: “God doesn’t call the qualified. He qualifies the called.” 
 

3. Please send someone else (4:13-17). 
 
Unable to excuse himself, Moses finally admitted that he did not want to obey God. 
Moses simply did not want to go. The previous excuses were simply a smokescreen 
attempt to his unwillingness to respond to God’s call to deliver the Israelites from 
Egyptian bondage.  
 
However, the sovereign Lord would not let His reluctant servant off the hook. God once 
again gave a quick and assuring promise to Moses. God provided a “mouthpiece” for 
Moses, a press secretary, a human loudspeaker, in his older brother by three years, 
Aaron. God’s gracious act was both an aid to Moses and a discipline for his 
disobedience. On the one hand, Aaron was an encouragement to Moses, but on the 
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other, he proved to be a source of frustration as a mediator. God reminded Moses that 
he would be as God to Aaron because he would tell him what to say, just as God would 
tell Moses what to say. The staff in Moses’ hands was a symbol of God’s powerful 
Presence. 
 
Conclusion: In the end, any excuse we offer is only a smokescreen. We don’t want to 
anger God. We don’t want God not to use us. Broken as we are, God can take our 
inadequacies and shortcomings and use them in a powerful way. He can and will 
overrule our objections. If God could use Moses, He can use us. 
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