
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Broken 
Vessels, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Certain sights, sounds, and smells bring back vivid memories. For me, 
when I smell diesel fuel on a cold night it reminds me of the many trips I led, taking a 
bus load of teenagers across the Kansas prairie from Kansas City to Colorado to snow 
ski.  Though I led those tours in my twenties, thirty years later the diesel smell makes it 
seem like yesterday.  
 
For the apostle Peter three images had to have a similar effect on him: A charcoal fire, a 
rooster crowing, and a sea shore. These images are forever burned into his memory. 
They serve as a catalyst for the retelling of one of the most familiar and best loved parts 
of the gospel story. In fact, this story is told in each of the four gospels. The story was 
repeated over and over again by the first generation of Christians.  
 

1. The Rooster Crowed: The Place of Denial (18:15-18, 25-27). 
 

Late on Thursday night in Jerusalem, Jesus had just been arrested and taken away to 
the high priest’s house. The disciples are nowhere to be found. They had scattered, 
drifted off into the darkness. Afraid. Angry. Deserted. But not Peter. He “was following 
Jesus” (v. 15). He followed the crowd into the courtyard, by then Jesus was already 
inside the house. He could see the charcoal fire in the middle of the courtyard, being a 
cold evening he scuttles toward the fire, to get closer to Jesus. As he squeezed past the 
slave girl at the door, she spoke up, “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are 
you?” (v. 17). Peter played dumb: “I am not.” Quickly, moving closer to the house, he 
reached the fire, thinking he was safe now, one of the men asked, “You aren’t one of his 
disciples too, are you?” (v. 25). Trying to remain calm, but with his heart pounding, he 
replied, “I am not!” (v. 25). A man spoke from across the fire with more certainty, “Didn’t 
I see you with him in the garden?” (v. 26). Peter was trapped and he knew it. This fellow 
had seen him with Jesus. Peter was in a corner and to save himself he cursed and 
swore: “I don’t know the man.” 
 
Then, “a rooster crowed.” (v. 27). 
 
Peter knew about roosters crowing. He lived in an agricultural and rural area were 
roosters were common place. Their sound was familiar. The rooster’s crow meant, 
“Wake up! Get up!” It might have reminded the kids to get up and milk the cows. 
 
Now, the rooster’s crow had a new meaning: denial. It was a sound that Peter would 
hear for the rest of his life and be reminded in vivid detail about the night he denied 
Jesus three times.  
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As painful as this event and the memory of it must have been for Peter, let me make a 
few observations. 
 

• Peter followed Jesus like a moth to the flames. He was committed to Jesus. 
Whereas the other disciples had run away, Peter was still there. 

 
• Peter was ready to die for Jesus that night. The irony is that Peter denied Jesus 

to a servant girl and not a high priest.  
 

• Peter warmed himself at the wrong fire. Peter had no business warming himself 
in the company of Jesus’ enemies. By consorting with those who had arrested 
Jesus, Peter was placing himself in a position where he would almost certainly 
be exposed.  

 
• Peter ignored the Lord’s warning. The sound of the rooster meant that Peter 

didn’t believe that he would deny his Lord. This event happened just as Jesus 
had predicted. Not only had Peter fallen, he had fallen after his vain boasting. It 
had happened just as Jesus predicted.  

 
As great as Peter’s fall; Jesus’ restoration was even greater. 
 

2. The Sea Shore: The Place of Restoration (21:15-19). 
 
Following Jesus’ crucifixion and subsequent resurrection, Peter went fishing. Lumbering 
in without any fish, Jesus (unbeknownst to them at the time) told them to cast their nets 
to the other side of the boat. They did. And, they caught a large quantity of fish. Now 
recognizing that it was Jesus, Peter dove into the water and swam to Jesus. Jesus was 
on the shore at a charcoal fire, cooking fish. I wonder if Peter saw the connection 
between this charcoal fire and the one that he stood by, denying Jesus, days earlier? 
Following breakfast, Jesus asked Peter three times, “Peter, do you love me?” And, 
three times, Peter answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
 
Why did Jesus ask Peter three times, “Do you love me?” The answer is because Peter 
had denied Jesus three times. And, why did he do this publicly? The answer is because 
Peter denied Jesus publicly. The boastful, confidant man was now thoroughly humbled. 
Peter needed to see the enormity of his sin and he needed to hear Jesus ask these 
searching questions. Only then could he grasp the magnitude of Christ’s forgiveness. 
Only then could he be truly restored.  
 
Three things I notice in this exchange. 
 

• Jesus never criticized Peter. Jesus knew that Peter was loyal and faithful. He 
was following to the end. Jesus doesn’t just see our failures; He sees beyond our 
faults to the loyalty underneath. He sees us in our faltering attempts to follow 
Him. 

 
• Jesus never gave up on Peter. Never. Isn’t that a comforting thought? Even 

though we fail and falter, God doesn’t give up on us. He hangs in there with us. 
 

• Jesus tasked Peter. Peter had much to do for God and His kingdom business. In 
fact, Peter did more for Jesus after the denial than before.  
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Conclusion: One final point. Who told this story in the first place? It could only have 
come from Peter. He knew what happened, the dialogue, the details. Once he was 
restored, Peter couldn’t stop talking about what Jesus had done for him. The old Peter 
was gone forever. A new man was born that day when Jesus restored his fallen 
disciple. A broken vessel was given a fresh start.  
 

Rick Ezell is a pastor and author, living in South Carolina. 


