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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: Discipling people shows you love Christ.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: We tend to defi ne people by the demographics of our church and the circle 
of Christians we regularly encounter. People who match those characteristics certainly need Jesus, but 
so do people outside our circles. To share Christ with these other people requires us to take the gospel 
into their culture rather than expecting them to come into ours. 

THE POINT: We can better share the gospel when we step into the 
shoes of others.
•  How can we walk in the shoes of others without compromising 

our values?
•  What are some diff erent approaches Christians use for sharing 

the gospel?
•  What things might we need to set aside to run the race of faith 

well?

Discuss the following quote: “If your Gospel isn’t touching others, 
it hasn’t touched you!” 1—Curry R. Blake
1. Aaron Sams, I Want to be A.L.I.V.E. (Lulu, 2010) 185.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take practical 
steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the Personal Study 
Guide.

Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live out their 
faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their culture:

•  CHRIST: Pray with your student seeking ways to feel closer to God 
even if it means sacrifi cing certain luxuries. 

•  COMMUNITY: Spend devotional time with your student this week 
teaching him or her good practices to use in his or her personal 
time with God.

•  CULTURE: The gospel is something that we should desire to share 
with others. Make a list of people that you and your student can 
share the gospel with this week.

ACTS 6:8–7

LIVE IT OUT:  God’s plan is for 
believers to tell others about Jesus 
and how to be saved. If your child 
is older and has been a Christian 
for a few years, she may be ready 
to learn how to share the plan of 
salvation with a friend. Help her 
practice on family members.  

Stephen was a great man of faith in the early church. He began 
to preach and do miracles among the people. Some of the Jews 
started to argue with Stephen and tell lies things about him. They 
told the people that Stephen was saying bad things about Moses 
and God. They took Stephen before the Jewish rulers. 

The high priest asked Stephen if the charges were true. 
Stephen told about the history of the Jewish people. He accused 
the people of killing the prophets and even Jesus. The rulers were 
angry at what Stephen said. Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit. 

Stephen looked up and saw the glory of God and he saw Jesus. 
He told the men what he saw, but they were angry. The men 
took him out of the city and threw stones at him. Stephen prayed 
during all of this. He asked God to receive his spirt and to forgive 
the people for what they were doing. After that, Stephen died. 

ACTS 4:36; 9:26-31 

LIVE IT OUT:  Involve your child 
in helping at church. Include her in 
helping provide for a food pantry or 
a clothes closet. As you are serving 
and helping together, say the verse: 
“Help one another in love.”

Barnabas, a believer in Jesus, loved people and helped them. One 
time he sold a field and brought the money to give to people who 
needed help. 

Barnabas’ name meant “Son of Encouragement.” If you 
encourage people, you support them or cheer them up. One of 
the people Barnabas encouraged was a man named Saul. 

When Saul came to Jerusalem, the people in the church were 
afraid of him. Saul used to hurt people who loved Jesus. Barnabas 
told the people how Saul had changed. He told them that now 
Saul wanted to tell people about Jesus.

The people believed what Barnabas said. They were not afraid 
of Saul anymore. People in the church found out that some 
people wanted to hurt Saul. They helped Saul leave Jerusalem so 
he would be safe. More people became part of the church.

1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-27
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