
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Identity, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: One of the most radical distinctives of following Christ in our secular 
society is a commitment to serving one another.  Our society promotes us to look out for 
ourselves. Christ compels us to respond to the needs of others with the love of God. 
The church distinguishes itself from the rest of the world by serving each other. Here 
needs are met, wounds are soothed, hearts are mended, and prayers are answered.  
 
Peter recognized that time is short—either Jesus’ return or death was imminent—so he 
uttered some practical guidelines for the church to practice. At the heart of it was 
serving one another. Here’s how it was to happen. 
 

1. Pray for one another. (v. 7) 
Praying for each other is one of the best ways we can serve one another. Not just 
saying we will pray, but actually praying for the needs, hurts, concerns, and hopes of 
those in our church. And, when we pray the key to getting out prayers answered is 
being self-controlled and sober-minded. 
 

2. Love one another. (v. 8) 
The word intense means to strain. Like a sprinter straining to reach the tape or a high 
jumper straining to clear the bar, we must extend effort in loving those who have 
wounded us. Love is something that we work at, just the way an athlete works on his or 
her skills. Love is not a matter of emotional feeling, though that is included, but of 
dedicated will.   
 
Medical doctor Bernie Siegel said, “I am convinced that unconditional love is the most 
powerful known stimulant of the immune system. If I told patients to raise their blood 
levels or immune globulins or killer T cells, no one would know how. But if I teach them 
to love themselves and others fully, the same changes happen automatically. The truth 
is, love heals. . . . Remember I said love heals. I do not claim love cures everything, but 
it can heal and in the process of healing cures occur also.”   
 
And, when we love others it covers over or soothes the wounds that have hurt us. Love 
can change our hearts and in turn change our churches and ultimately change our 
world. When we have been wounded and hurt by others to love them often will be a 
strain. We will have to work at it. It won’t be easy. But it will be worth it.   
 

3. Show hospitality to one another. (v. 9) 
God is a hospitable God, welcoming the prodigal home and the sinner to His side. 
Likewise, He expects His followers to show the same practice toward each other. In a 
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time before hotels and motels, travelers had to depend on the generosity of their 
brothers and sisters when they needed lodging. Today we need to open our homes to 
those in our faith community to share in meals, laughter, and plans. 
 

4. Employ your gifts to serve one another. (vv. 10-11) 
Peter recognized what we need to recognize that God has gifted us with gifts to be put 
to use in serving one another. Believers have a spiritual responsibility to use the gifts to 
serve others. We serve because it is good stewardship. Spiritual gifts like the money we 
possess have been given to us by God. They are not ours. Our responsibility is to 
employ those gifts in service to others. A failure to do so would result in poor 
stewardship.  
 
As we serve others we are also serving God. The only way to serve God is by serving 
other people. On this planet we cannot serve God directly because we can’t see Him.  
 
And, when we employ our gift, God is glorified. God gets the fame, the recognition, and 
the applause because we serve in Jesus’ name for His kingdom building cause and to 
bring recognition to God.  
 
Conclusion: Friedrich Nietzsche, the atheistic philosopher, allegedly stated, “Jesus’ 
disciples will need to look more saved if I am to believe in their Savior.” Nietzsche used 
the poor witness of some Christians as his excuse for not believing. He makes a good 
point: the world is looking for Christ’s followers who look like Jesus. The world looks at 
us not only for right belief, but also for a distinctive Christ-like lifestyle, a faith expressed 
through action. The world looks at Christ’s followers and says, “Show me your faith by 
the way you live and serve in this hurting world.” Service exemplifies the way 
Christianity is supposed to be lived. Believers who visibly and actively serve present 
Jesus to a watching world. 
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