
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Identity: Living 
Out Who I Am in Christ, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
 
Introduction: It is important that you learn how to count. There is a biblical way of 
counting and an unbiblical way of counting. Particularly we must learn how to count our 
righteousness. The way we count is connected with our identities. The most common 
way of counting our righteousness and determining our identity is to add all of our good 
deeds and subtract our bad deeds.  
The apostle Paul once counted this way too. But when Jesus captured his heart 
everything changed, including the way he counted. Philippians 3:2-11 outlines Paul’s 
new method of counting.   

1. Christians count all self-righteousness as a loss 
Paul had a massive list of accomplishments that he was proud of, and places where he 
could have easily found his identity. He emphasizes three major areas: his heredity, his 
positional achievements, and his personal convictions.  
What about you? Do you take pride in your heredity? We tend to get a sense of 
belonging from our heritage and our culture. And let’s not pretend that this isn’t divorced 
from our drive to be the best to be superior and to even attach moral meaning to things 
that are not necessarily moral. Are you attaching identity to your heritage? Are you 
counting these things as righteousness? 
What about positional achievements? One of the first questions we ask someone when 
we meet them is, “what do you do for a living”? There is much involved in that question. 
It is an identity question. It is a question of position. It can be a source of great pride or 
even of great shame. Paul once boasted in his positions. What positions might you be 
tempted to put in the column of righteousness? 
What about personal convictions? Paul was a Pharisee. He was so zealous for the law 
that he even persecuted early Christians. If being a good Jew was the criteria for being 
righteous and having a proper identity then Paul wants the Judaizers to know that he 
excelled in every area.  
But notice how Paul now counts these things? They are no longer positives. But Paul 
takes it a step further. He isn’t just saying that these things count as zero. He is saying 
that they are actually negatives. They go in the loss column. Because anything that we 
trust in apart from Christ will only stand in our way of embracing the true treasure; 
namely, Christ Himself.  
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Any place you are finding identity and righteousness apart from Christ will end up 
empty. But Paul doesn’t stop his counting there.  

2. Christians count the value of knowing Christ as infinite 
Paul’s wording in Philippians 3 is very strong. He is bluntly saying, “if it’s not from Jesus 
Christ then it is dung, it is garbage”. This means that everything on our “bad list” and 
everything on our “good list” is in the loss column if it doesn’t start with “because of 
Jesus”. Only His righteousness counts.  
In verse 8 Paul shows why he now counts the way that he does. He counts everything 
as a loss, “in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” When 
compared to the infinite worth and beauty of Jesus everything else is a loss. There is 
nothing particularly damnable about our heredity, our positional achievements, or even 
some of our personal convictions. Some of them can even be good. But they aren’t 
Christ.  
We have been given everything that we need in Christ. It is not simply that Jesus gives 
us a fresh start or a clean slate. No, the gospel declares that we have been given the 
positive righteousness of Christ. His account has become ours. This is why Paul can 
say what he does. As it has been said we are either wholly justified or wholly 
condemned. We either have our own righteousness and identity (which counts as 
nothing) or we have the absolutely perfect righteousness of Jesus which counts as 
everything.  
If you are in Christ then your identity has been fundamentally changed. You are who He 
says you are. And this is true because of the work of Christ and not our own work.  
 
Conclusion:  
Hopefully you’ve thought about what it will be like standing before God on judgment day. 
I love the way Mark Dever envisions that day:  

“A Christian, therefore, knows that if he were to die tonight and stand before God, 
and if God were to say, ‘Why should I let you into my presence?’ the Christian 
would say, ‘You shouldn’t let me in.  I have sinned and owe you a debt that I 
cannot pay back.’  But he wouldn’t stop there.  He would continue, ‘Yet, because 
of your great promises and mercy, I depend on the blood of Jesus Christ shed as 
a substitute for me, paying my moral debt, satisfying your holy and righteous 
requirements, and removing your wrath against sin”.   

When we stand before God we are either going to be standing in our own righteousness 
or we are going to point to Jesus and say, “I’m with Him.” Where is your identity? Is it 
found in yourself and your own accomplishments or is it found in Christ. If you are in 
Christ your greatest accomplishment will always be the accomplishment of Christ on 
your behalf.  
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