
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  My faith is an obedient trust in God who has made me victorious.     
Introduction: Many of us have seen the pictures of all the celebrations that took place 
all over the country at the end of World War II.  I had a history professor in college who 
remembered that day very well.  He was in the Army at the time, and he was stationed 
near Philadelphia.  His unit was getting ready to go to the Pacific, so needless to say, 
they were quite delighted when they heard the news of Japan’s surrender.  A group of 
them went AWOL into town to celebrate.  Since they had broken the rules, they had to 
report to their company commander the next morning.  My professor said he and his 
friends had to wait in line, though, because a lot of other men in their company had 
done the very same thing! 
Certainly I don’t condone breaking rules, but I do have to cut these men some slack.  
After all, a great victory had been won, so who could blame them for celebrating?  Our 
Lord has won a much greater victory for us: He has won the final victory over sin and 
death.  How do we celebrate His victory?  By telling others what He has done! 
 

I. It is a promised victory. 
 
A. Jesus had foretold it. 

1. Early on, Jesus told His disciples that He was going to die (Matt. 
16:21; Luke 12:50; 22:31; John 2:19; 12:24). 

2. Though Jesus told them differently, the disciples still expected Him 
to establish an earthly kingdom. 
a. James and John asked to be His top officials (Mark 10:35-45). 
b. The disciples had not completely let go of this belief even after 

Jesus died and rose again (Acts 1:6). 
B. The Old Testament had foretold Jesus sufferings. 

1. “Moses, the prophets, and the psalms” – These were the three 
major divisions of the Hebrew Old Testament 

2. Every part of the Old Testament prophecies of Jesus. 
 

II. It is a precise victory. 
 
A. Jesus explained how the Scriptures foretold of His work. 

1. Jesus “opened their minds”. 
a. Up to this point, their understanding of Scripture had been 

shaped by rabbinical tradition. 
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b. He helped the disciples see the Scriptures in a whole new way. 
2. Jesus did not change anything in the Scriptures. 

a. He said He did not come to destroy the law or the prophets, but 
to fulfill them (Matt. 5:17-18). 

b. No doubt He explained to His disciples in detail how His death 
and resurrection had fulfilled the Scriptures. 

B. The Scriptures were very specific in what Jesus would do. 
1. He would suffer (Psalm 22; Isaiah 53). 
2. He would rise again (Isaiah 25:8; Psalm 16:10). 
3. Repentance and forgiveness would be preached in His name 

(Jeremiah 31:31-34; Joel 2:28-32). 
 

III. It is a public victory. 
 
A. The disciples were witnesses. 

1. Jesus had told them that the gospel was to be proclaimed to all 
nations before He returned (Matt. 24:14). 

2. Since the disciples had born witness to Jesus, they were supposed 
to get things started (Acts 1:8). 
• My Dad served in World War II.  Sometimes he would complain 

about certain documentaries that he had seen on television.  He 
said, “That’s not the way it happened.  I know; I was there!”  In 
the same way, Jesus’ disciples were to tell others what He had 
said and done.  If anyone questioned whether it was true, they 
could say, “We know it happened.  We were there!”      

B. They were to wait for the Holy Spirit to come. 
1. “The promise of my Father” – Jesus had promised the Father would 

send the Spirit to them (John 14:16; 26). 
2. They were to stay in the city until the Holy Spirit came.  If that’s the 

case, why does John’s gospel tell of them being in Galilee after the 
resurrection?  (John 21). 
a. Luke later clarified that these events took place not in a single 

day, but over a period of forty days (Acts 1:1-3). 
b. Jesus said He would meet the disciples in Galilee (Matt. 28:10). 
c. During this forty day period, Jesus gave the disciples further 

instruction and evidence of His resurrection (Acts 1:3). 
 

Conclusion:  I’m the youngest of six children, and I became an uncle when I was just 
nine years old.  I remember the day my oldest niece was born.  I was sick that day, so I 
stayed home from school.  My mother had gone to the store on a quick errand, so I was 
home alone when my brother-in-law called and told me my niece had been born.  When 
my Mom got home a few minutes later, I told her the news.  Naturally, she called my 
sister and brother-in-law as soon as she could to get the details, and she also called my 
Dad and told him.  For the next several weeks, nearly all of the talk in our family focused 
on the new baby.  You can be sure my parents’ friends heard plenty about it, too!  After 
all, this was the first grandchild in our family.  It was big news to us, so we weren’t about 
to keep it to ourselves. 
It’s always exciting when a new baby is born, but as Christians, we have even bigger 
news than that.  Our Lord came to this earth as a Man, lived a sinless life, died on the 
cross to take the punishment we deserve, and rose from the dead.  Those who repent 
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of their sins and trust in Him as Lord and Savior can receive forgiveness and eternal life.  
He has won a great victory, and the world needs to hear about it.  Let’s tell them! 
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