
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group study 
theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: A former world chess champion player was taken by a friend to see a 
picture in a famous art gallery. The artist had portrayed a young man sitting despairingly 
at a chessboard, while opposite him sat the devil with a look of malicious triumph on his 
face. The title of the picture was a single expressive word: "Checkmated". For a long 
time the champion player stood before the picture, his brow furrowed by concentration. 
Suddenly his voice rang out in the art gallery: "Bring me a chessboard. I can save him 
yet!" Sure enough, the mastermind had discovered the way out.  
 Elijah knew what checkmate felt like. In his attempt to put King Ahab in a position 
where he had no place left to go, Elijah had gotten himself in a tight spot. The rain 
stopped which meant that soon Elijah would have nothing to eat or drink. God took care 
of that by providing water from a brook and food from a raven. Soon that supply ran out. 
It looked like there was nowhere else to go. Time for a miracle and a way out that met 
not only his need but the need of a woman and her son. 
 

1. Both Elijah and the widow had a negative situation.  
a. He was a hated prophet. (17:1) 

Elijah walked into Ahab’s throne room and declared that there was going to 
be a drought. The drought was because of the rebellion of Israel and her 
leadership, but Elijah was the one that was going to be blamed for it. So God 
told him to run and hide himself (17:3). If Ahab found him, Ahab was going to 
do everything in his power to make sure that Elijah died a painful death. 
 

b. She was a destitute woman. “widow” (v. 8); “eat it and die (v. 12) 
We don’t know much about this woman, but we know enough to feel for her. 
She was a widow. That means that she had already experienced more than 
her share of pain. She had a son. She was doing her best to take care of him, 
but apparently, her best wasn’t getting them to where they needed to be. She 
had enough for one more meal, and then they were going to watch each other 
die. 

Neither one of these individuals liked his/her situation. They would have 
much rather had plenty of food and plenty of popularity. But positive situations 
don’t require faith, and they don’t usually produce miracles.   

 
2. Both Elijah and the widow had heard a word from God. (v. 9) 

a. He was told to go to her. “get thee to Zarephath” 
The brook that Elijah had been getting water from was probably near the city 
of Jericho. The city that God told him to go to was along the Mediterranean 
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Sea. For him to travel from where he was to where God sent him would 
require him to go out into the open. He would be much more likely to be found 
and captured. But God promised that he would be sustained by a woman 
there. Getting to that place safely didn’t require luck or cunning. It required a 
faith that produced obedience.  
 

b. She was told to provide for him. “I have commanded a widow woman” 
Before Elijah ever saw this woman or made his bold demand of her, God had 
already spoken to her. He had commanded her to provide for a person that 
she did not know from resources that were very limited. God had gone ahead 
of Elijah to prepare the heart of the one that He was going to use to 
accomplish the miraculous. God always goes ahead of us. God’s provision is 
not in question. The question is whether or not we will have the faith to 
believe what He says. 

 
3. Both Elijah and the widow had something to be used in the miracle. (v. 13-

14) 
a. He had a little bit of hope to give. “the day the Lord sendeth rain” (v. 14) 

Negative situations don’t last forever. They feel like they will while we’re going 
through them. Scripture doesn’t tell us how long ago her husband died or for 
how long the drought had been going on. But both had been going on long 
enough to make her feel like there was never going to be a better day, 
especially since she was planning on dying soon. But Elijah gave her hope. 
He said the rains would come again. The drought on God’s blessing wasn’t 
going to last forever. 
 

b. She had a little bit of food to give. “handful of meal” (v. 12) 
We are quick to diminish the value or significance of what we have to offer to 
God. Phillip brought five loaves and two fish. Then he said, “What are these 
among so many?” (Jn. 6:9) All Moses had was a staff. David had nothing but 
a sling and five smooth stones. But anything – no matter how small – mixed 
with a faith that produces obedience can change the world. 

 
4. Both Elijah and the widow had to obey for the miracle to occur. (v. 13, 11) 

a. He had to ask from a woman who had nothing. “make me thereof a little 
cake first” (v. 13) 
Have you ever been in a position where you were embarrassed to ask for 
something from someone? What must Elijah have felt like to ask of this 
woman? He already knew that she was a widow. That would have meant that 
she was having difficulty providing for herself. How could he put the burden 
on her of having yet another place to set at the table? And what happens 
when she finds out that it was an act of faith on his part that stopped the rain 
from falling and created her problem to begin with? But he obeyed. 

b. She had to listen to a man who asked for everything. “as she was going to 
fetch it” (v. 11) 
First, he asked for water. It was amazing that she was willing to provide even 
that. The body needs water more than it needs food, and the drought was 
because of a lack of water. But she listened and was willing to give. Then, he 
asked for food. It was too much. She baulked at the request. She had what 
most people would consider a good reason. She needed it for herself and her 
son to live one more day. But based on the promise of God through the man 
of God, she believed, and she obeyed. 
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5. Both Elijah and the widow benefited from their individual acts of faith. (v. 
15b-16) 
a. By faith, she believed a strange story. “she went and did” (v. 15) 

Elijah had no evidence to back up his claim. He didn’t do a small miracle for 
her to prove his ability. All that she had was his promise and the command of 
God to provide for him. She was afraid because her supply had dwindled. Her 
faith caused that diminished supply to be sufficient for her and her son for the 
remainder of the drought.  
 

b. By faith, he provided a steady supply. “wasted not, neither…fail” (v. 16) 
The original need was caused by the faith action of Elijah. He spoke, and the 
rain stopped. What if your faith action causes you and others to be in need? 
Then God will do exactly what He did for Elijah. He will provide for you and for 
them even if it requires a miracle. All that is required of us is that we believe 
and obey. 

 
Conclusion: In February 1980, the U.S. Olympic hockey team slipped its foot into a 
glass slipper and walked away with a gold medal at Lake Placid, New York. Those 
collegians had shocked the world by upsetting the powerful Soviet team, and then they 
grabbed the championship from Finland while the crowd chanted, "U.S.A.!" Before his 
team’s victory over the Soviet Union which advanced them to the finals, the coach of the 
U.S. hockey team told his players, "You are born to be a player. You are meant to be 
here at this time. This is your moment." What did he do? He built confidence in them, 
and because they believed in themselves and each other, they were able to convince 
everyone who watched that there really was such a thing as miracles. How much more 
true when it is not confidence but faith, and not in ourselves but in the Lord. 
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