
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group study 
theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: An empty glass is not really empty. It has air in it. A professor once held 
up such a glass to his class and asked how they could get that air out. Each one offered 
a suggestion – some of them very intelligent, some of them very complex, but none of 
them completely effective. Then he pulled out a pitcher of water from behind his desk 
and filled up the glass, easily and effectively emptying it of any air. It’s the principle of 
displacement. If you want to remove one thing, you have to replace it with something 
else. 
 As Jesus got out of the boat on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, having just gone 
through a terrible storm, He encountered a man who had been going through a storm of 
his own. For a long time, he had been filled with anger and fear and the sin that 
produced both of those in his life. His storm was about to sink him just as the disciples 
had feared was going to happen to them the night before. Jesus had stilled the storm on 
the Sea, and He could still the storm inside the man on the seashore. The only way this 
was going to happen was as He removed what was inside the man by replacing it with 
Himself. 

1. The man on the seashore was imprisoned by evil. (vs. 2-5) 
a. The evil was inside him. “an unclean spirit” (v. 2) 

Scripture doesn’t tell us how he got to this place that he thought he never 
would have been. But it happened to him the way it happens to everyone – 
one step at a time. He couldn’t blame it on the environment or his upbringing. 
It was inside him. We all can identify, because we were all born with a sin 
nature. The evil is not just in our world; it’s in us. 

 
b. The evil made him do things he did not want to do. “among the 

tombs…crying” (v. 3-5a) 
He might have thought he could control it. At first, he might have just played 
around with evil, and he could walk away seemingly without being affected. 
But everyone eventually gets burned (Prov. 6:27), and you wind up doing 
things that you later regret. That thing that’s controlling you – alcohol, drugs, 
pornography, sin in general (in this case a demonic spirit) – it makes you its 
slave. You don’t want to do it, but eventually you have no choice. It becomes 
your master. 

 
c. The evil was intent on destroying him. “cutting himself” (v. 5b) 
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That evil that originally presented itself as a friend and promised who knows 
what, eventually showed its true nature. It is intent on and often succeeds in 
destroying the very person that is its vessel. 

 
2. The man on the seashore was set free by Jesus. (vs. 6-13) 

a. Freedom came as he met Jesus. “Jesus, thou Son of the Most High God” 
(v. 7) 
The man on the seashore had never met Jesus, but the demons inside him 
knew who Jesus was. And maybe there was enough of him that was still 
conscious to be able to recognize that this Jesus was the one who could bring 
about change in his life. 

 
b. Freedom came as he confessed his submission to Jesus. “worshipped Him” 

(v. 6) “besought Him” (v. 10) 
Release starts with submission that leads to obedience. Victory is not found in 
freedom; it is found in submission. That might mean leaving behind that which 
is comfortable and giving up what you think you have a right to. But even the 
demons recognized that if Jesus didn’t give them permission to stay, they 
could not. Are you willing to be as obedient to Jesus as even the demons 
were? 

 
3. The man on the seashore became the topic of conversation. (vs. 14-17) 

a. They heard what Jesus did. “told it in the city” (v. 14a) 
No one paid much attention to the presence of Jesus until He started 
changing things – especially when He changed things in what they 
considered to be a negative way.  

 
b. They saw the effects of what Jesus did. “went out to see” (v. 14b-16) 

Even if they couldn’t see for themselves what had changed, they certainly 
would have been able to hear it. No more screaming out in the town 
cemetery. Their little children wouldn’t wake up crying in the middle of the 
night because of the strange sounds coming through the window. When 
Jesus comes into a life, He never leaves without making dramatic changes. 

 
c. They asked that Jesus leave because of what He did. “pray Him to depart” 

(v. 17) 
Change, even good change, can be scary. Maybe that’s why the people 
responded so negatively to Jesus. It’s a shame. They were just as much 
captives to sin as the man on the seashore until recently had been. They too 
could have experienced victory over their sin, but they pushed away their only 
hope. 

 
4. The man on the seashore was set free to accomplish a mission. (vs. 18-20)  

a. He requested that he might come with Jesus. “prayed Him that he might be 
with Him” (v. 18) 
The people in town wanted nothing more to do with Jesus. The man on the 
seashore couldn’t get enough of Jesus. They wanted Jesus to leave; he 
wanted to leave with Jesus. Those who are captive push Jesus away; those 
who are free recognize that Jesus has far more to offer than just release. 

b. He was required to go out and tell about Jesus. “Go home to thy friends” 
(v. 19-20) 
He wasn’t set free to live life however he wanted. That’s what had gotten him 
into captivity to begin with. He was never going back there. Now his “want to” 
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had changed, as had his future. He had to tell everyone about his rescuer. 
That’s what people who have been set free can’t help but do. 

Conclusion: Gen. Douglas MacArthur wrote this prayer for his son. He prayed: "Build 
me a son, O Lord, who will be strong enough to know when he is weak, & brave enough 
to face himself when he is afraid. One who will be proud & unbending in honest defeat, 
& humble & gentle in victory. Build me a son whose wishes will not take the place of 
deeds - a son who will know Thee, who is the foundation stone of knowledge. Lead him, 
I pray, not in the path of ease & comfort, but under the stress & spur of difficulties & 
challenge. Here let him learn to stand up to the storm. Here let him learn compassion 
for those who fail. Build me a son whose heart will be clear, whose goal will be high, a 
son who will master himself before he seeks to master other men, one who will reach 
into the future, yet never forget the past. …” 
 Did the man on the seashore have anyone praying for him? Had that person 
seen him the day before Jesus met him, they would have thought their prayers futile. 
The man was defeated by sin. But no defeat is final. Through the intervention of Jesus, 
he gained the victory over sin and became the son that any parent could be proud of. 
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