
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Sin is no longer my master; Jesus is.       
 
Introduction:  One of the most beloved movies of all time is Fiddler on the Roof.  It’s 
about a Russian Jew named Tevye who is trying to adjust to changes in his life.  Many 
of the changes run counter to his beliefs and traditions.  The first big challenge comes 
when his oldest daughter wants to marry a man of her own choosing instead of 
submitting to an arranged marriage.  Later, his tradition is challenged again when his 
second daughter wants to marry a young radical whose beliefs are not in line with the 
conventional wisdom.  However, the final straw comes when his third daughter wants to 
marry a Gentile.  This is more than Tevye is willing to accept, so he insists that his 
family must disown this daughter.  In practical terms, that means they must regard her 
as dead and have nothing more to do with her.   
Since Paul was a Jew himself, he understood this practice of disownment.  It’s possible 
he was even disowned by his own family after he became a follower of Jesus.  In the 
same way, Paul called on his readers to disown the former lives they had before they 
came to Christ.  They were to regard their old selves as dead.  That was no reason to 
grieve, though, because they had a new and better life in Jesus Christ.  How do we as 
Christians die to our old selves and gain victory over sin? 
 

I. The right model. 
 
A. The model of baptism. 

1. Baptism is a twofold symbol. 
a. It symbolizes the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
b. It shows that we have died to our old sinful ways, and have been 

raised to new life in Christ. 
• “A symbol is not the reality, but the picture of the reality.” – A.T. 

Robertson 
2. Why is baptism important? 

a. It shows that we have given our lives to Christ. 
b. It is an act of obedience to Jesus. 

B. The model of Christ’s death. 
1. Our old self was crucified with Him (Galatians 2:20). 

a. “Body of sin” – Paul emphasized the body to let us know he was 
talking about something real and earthly.   
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b. Since your old self is dead, it no longer has power over you. 
2. “He that is dead is freed from sin.” – As Christians, we cannot deny that 

we still struggle with temptation.  However, sin is no longer has the same 
level of control over us that it once did. 
 

II. The right mentality. 
 
A. Jesus died, but He has also risen from the dead. 

1. Jesus’ resurrection was as real as His death. 
a. It was not just a “spiritual” resurrection, but a literal, bodily resurrection. 
b. One day we will also be raised from the dead (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 

2. Jesus will not die again. 
a. Death no longer as any power over Him. 
b. His death was sufficient to pay the penalty for our sins, so there is no 

need for Him to do it again (Hebrews 9:27-28). 
B. We should consider ourselves dead to sin. 

1. What does this mean in practical terms? 
a. Just as Jesus died for your sins once and for all, you died to sin once 

and for all when you gave your life to Jesus. 
b. When the devil tries to tempt you, remind yourself that you have died to 

sin, and the person you once were no longer exists. 
2. We are not only dead to sin, but we also have new life in Jesus. 

a. Your new life is not something you live in your own strength, but in the 
power of the risen Christ. 

b. He enables you to resist temptation. 
• “Jesus did not die on the cross just to die on the cross.  Jesus died 

on the cross in order that we might be redeemed.  Likewise, we are 
not called on to die daily just in order to be dead; we are called 
upon to die daily in order that we might experience the reality of 
being alive with Christ.  Jesus has risen from the dead in space and 
time and history and now we, on the basis of this, having been 
baptized into His death, may walk in newness of life in space and 
time and history.  This is the key to the Christian life.”   
- Francis Schaeffer 

 
 

III. The right Master. 
 
A. Do not let sin reign. 

1. You have a new Master. 
a. Sin will try to regain its throne, but now you have the power to resist. 
b. Your new Master helps you to resist temptation. 

2. You can overcome sin by presenting yourself to God. 
a. You must recognize that you cannot live the Christian life in your own 

strength and power.   
b. When you yield yourself to God, His power can work through you. 

B. You are not under the law, but under grace. 
1. This does not give us a license to sin. 

a. Paul emphasized that we are now dead to sin. 
b. God’s grace brings new life (Eph. 2:8-10). 

2. What does it mean to be “under grace”? 
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a. We have no grounds for boasting or self-righteousness, because our 
new life comes only by the grace of God. 

b. We can look to God for forgiveness when we fail (1 John 1:9; 2:1). 
 

Conclusion: People often ask if it’s possible for a Christian to reach a state of sinless 
perfection in this life.  As Andrew Murray pointed out, this is the wrong question to ask.  
Living for Christ is a day-to-day event.  With each new day, we should submit ourselves 
to God and reckon ourselves dead to sin.  If we try to look beyond to next week or next 
month, we get our eyes off Christ and then we get into trouble.  When you learn to walk 
with Christ each day, you will have victory over sin. 
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