
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Victory, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Jesus is the victorious Lord of all.   
Introduction: Years ago I read an interesting book called Christianity in Crisis.  It was 
written by Hank Hanegraaff, who hosts “The Bible Answer Man” radio program, and it 
was a critique of “Word of Faith” theology, which many call the “prosperity gospel”.  He 
gave detailed quotes from many of their leaders, and explained what they believe about 
Jesus and sin and the atonement.  I’ve always believed the “prosperity gospel” is false, 
and I still do, but Christianity in Crisis explained just how heretical their teachings really 
are.  One of them went so far to say that if he knew the Word of God as well as Jesus 
did, he could have died on the cross for our sins. I hope we agree such statements are 
nothing short of blasphemy. 
Similar are those who speak of Jesus with cheap familiarity, as though He is nothing 
more than our “buddy.” Certainly there’s nothing wrong with regarding Jesus as our 
friend, but He is much more than that.  He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, 
and as such He is worthy of our worship and obedience. 
 

I. A stunning appearance.  
 

A. John turned to see who had spoken to him. 
1. He saw “seven golden candlesticks.” 

a. Scholars disagree whether John saw a menorah, which has seven 
branches, or seven separate lampstands. 

b. Jesus would later explain that these lampstands represented the 
seven churches in the province of Asia. 

2. He also saw “one like unto the Son of Man.” 
a. John’s vision was evidently similar to Daniel’s vision many 

centuries before (Daniel 7:13). 
b. Since Jesus often referred to Himself as “the Son of Man”, He 

clearly believed He was the subject of Daniel’s prophecy. 
c. John took particular note of His raiment.  It was likely similar to 

Jesus’ appearance when He was transfigured on the mountain. 
B. John’s description of Jesus. 

1. His face. 
a. His hair was like wool, which suggests wisdom and purity. 
b. His eyes were like a flame of fire, which reminds us that He sees all 

and knows all. 
2. His feet. 
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a. Feet often symbolized conquest and judgment (Psalm 110:1; 
Revelation 19:15). 

b. Jesus’ feet were like “fine brass”.  That is, it was pure and strong 
bronze, and symbolized His invincibility.   

3. Other features. 
a. His voice was “as the sound of many waters.” 

• A couple of years ago I visited Tangier Island, which is a 
pleasant little island community in Chesapeake Bay.  During my 
visit, I was intrigued by the noise of the water, which you could 
hear all over the island.  John was on the island of Patmos 
when he wrote this, and was likely used to the sound of water.  
However, the voice of Jesus still caught his attention.  It was 
greater than many waters!     

b. He had seven stars in His right hand. 
c. He had a “sharp two-edged sword” in His mouth, which indicates 

the power of His words. 
 

II. A stirring announcement. 
 
A. John fell at His feet. 

1. Jesus told him not to be afraid, which suggests John was indeed 
overcome by fear. 

2. People mock Jesus today, but someday the mockery will cease. 
a. The apostle Paul said every knee will bow and every tongue will 

confess that He is Lord (Philippians 2:11-12). 
b. John said “all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him” 

(Revelation 1:7). 
B. Jesus gave John some reassurances. 

1. He has power over time. 
2. He has power over life. 
3. He has power over death. 

C. Jesus’ instructions to John. 
1. He told him to write down what he had seen. 

a. This not only included Jesus’ revelation of the future, but also “the 
things which are.” 

b. John was also to take down individual messages for each of the 
seven churches. 

2. He explained the mystery of the seven stars. 
a. They represented “the angels of the seven churches.” 

1) The word translated “angels” can also mean “messengers,” so 
Jesus may have been referring to the pastors. 

2) Others believe He was referring to actual guardian angels.  
b. The seven candlesticks represented the churches themselves.  It is 

noteworthy that Jesus stood “in the midst” of them. 
 

Conclusion:  As I write this, our country is less than two weeks from a presidential 
election. As I’ve watched this election unfold, I was reminded of a story I read in 
Reader’s Digest years ago.  A man had taken his small son to a meeting of the U.S. 
Senate.  The boy noticed the Senate chaplain, and he asked his father if the chaplain 
prayed for the Senators.  The father replied, “No, son, he just listens to the Senators as 
they conduct business, and then he prays for the country!” 
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By the time this is published, the election will be over and the new President will have 
taken office.  We are commanded to pray for our political leaders even when we do not 
agree with them, and our new President will be no exception.  Nevertheless, let us 
remember that our country’s fate is ultimately not in the hands of our political leaders.  
Many of you probably saw the meme that was making the rounds on Facebook during 
the election: “Regardless of who is President, Jesus is still King!”  Our Lord has not 
yielded control of this world to anyone, and in the end, He will prevail. 
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