
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Thrive: Living 
in Real Joy, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point: Day by day, I can become more and more like Jesus. 
 
Introduction: Former President Jimmy Carter has told the story of when he applied for 
admission to the U.S. Navy’s nuclear submarine program.  As part of the admission 
process, he had to be interviewed by the director of the program, Admiral Hyman 
Rickover.  Rickover was famous – or rather, notorious – for his intense questioning, 
and his interview with Carter was no exception.  The questions became increasingly 
difficult, and Carter was unable to answer some of them.  Finally the admiral asked 
Carter where he stood in his class at the U.S. Naval Academy.  Carter was sure he 
could redeem himself with this question, so he squared his shoulders and proudly 
replied, “Fifty-ninth in a class of 820.”  Instead of congratulating him, the admiral asked 
him another question, “Did you do your best?”  Carter thought it over for a moment, and 
he finally admitted no, he had not always done his best.  The admiral looked at him for 
some time without saying anything, then he turned his chair around with his back to 
Carter, and he asked one more question: “Why not?”  

That’s a troubling question, isn’t it?  We’ve been saved by God’s grace, but at the same 
time, the Bible says we will give account to Him for how we’ve spent our time on earth 
(2 Cor. 5:10).  When you get to heaven, will you be able to tell God you’ve done your 
best?  If not, why not?  The apostle Paul was one man who strived to be all he could be 
for the Lord Jesus.  In this section of Philippians, we see three characteristics we need 
if we’re going to give God our best. 
 

I. Perseverance. 
 
A. Paul was working towards a goal. 

1. The goal, most likely, was the future resurrection (Phil. 3:11). 
a. He was not trying to earn his way into heaven (Eph. 2:8-9). 
b. He knew he would someday answer to God for how he lived his 

life, so he wanted to give it his best (Matt. 25:21). 
2. Paul acknowledged he had not reached the goal yet.  

a. He was plagued by earthly trials (2 Cor. 11:23 – 12:10). 
b. He still struggled with sin (Rom. 7:14-25). 

B. He pressed towards that goal in spite of his imperfections. 
1. He forgot “those things which are behind.” 

a. He knew God had forgiven his past sins. 
b. He was unwilling to live on past glories. 
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• I fear that most churches today are suffering from a fatal 
disease called the “usetas”.  You know what I’m talking about: 
“This auditorium useta be full every Sunday.  We useta have a 
big youth group.  We useta have a lot of kids coming to church.  
We useta have an active missions program.”  The cure?  Stop 
focusing on what your church “useta” be and start focusing on 
what it could be!   

2. He reached “forth unto these things which are before.” 
a. Paul was never content with the status quo.  He always looked for 

new places where he could go and preach the gospel. 
b. As long as we are in this world, we should be striving to do bigger 

and better things for God.   
 

II. Patience. 
 
A. We must be patient with those who are less mature. 

1. “As many as be perfect” – Paul didn’t mean they were sinless. The 
word translated “perfect” can also mean “mature.”  
a. Paul wanted them to be “thus minded.” That is, even though they 

had reached a level of maturity, Paul wanted them to continue 
striving to reach new heights. 

b. He believed God would take care of those who were “otherwise 
minded.” In other words, they would become spiritually mature 
over time. 
• Chuck Colson used to say, “Christianity does make us better 

people.  But in some of us, God starts out with pretty difficult 
raw material.” 

2. He encouraged others to follow his example.  
a. Paul knew he was not perfect, but he had enough confidence in 

his own integrity that he could encourage others to follow him. 
b. What kind of example do you set for others? 

B. We must avoid false teachers. 
1. The false teachers of whom Paul spoke were probably Judaizers. 

a. “Whose end is destruction” – That is, they would be eternally 
separated from God in hell. 

b. “Whose God is their belly” – They probably emphasized Jewish 
dietary restrictions. 

c. “Whose glory is their shame” – Scholars believe this was probably 
a reference to circumcision.  They thought it was necessary for 
salvation, but it would prove to be their shame. 

d. “Who mind earthly things” – They focused more on their own 
achievements rather than the glory of God. 

2. How should we respond to false teachers? 
a. We should weep over them, as Paul did. 
b. We should pray for them. 
c. We must never compromise the truth. 

 
III. Perspective. 

 
A. Paul kept his eyes on heaven. 

1. His citizenship was in heaven. 
a. His stay in this world was only temporary. 
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b. He wanted to represent His King well. 
2. He eagerly waited for the return of Christ. 

a. He would receive a new body that was not subject to sickness or 
pain or death. 

b. The gospel message would finally be vindicated. 
B. Why is it so important for us to keep this perspective? 

1. It helps us keep our earthly trials in the right perspective.  We’re only 
in this world temporarily, but we have a better home waiting us. 

2. It reminds us that we are Christ’s ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20), and we 
must be careful how we represent Him in this world. 

3. It reminds us that our God will prevail in the end. 
 

Conclusion:  I have always loved history, and ever since I was a little boy I wanted to 
visit Washington, D.C., our nation’s capital.  Finally, in the fall of 2003, I decided to do 
so.  I was living in Missouri at the time, so it was a very long drive.  I was on the road 
for two whole days, and I finally made it to Manassas, Virginia.  If you are familiar with 
northern Virginia, you know the traffic can be quite a mess, and it certainly was that 
day.  I also took the wrong exit, and it took me a while to find my way back to my motel.  
The next morning I set out for Washington.  I purposely waited until after rush hour, but 
the traffic outside of the city was a mess even at that hour.  I hate traffic jams!  As I sat 
there stuck in traffic, I was really feeling sorry for myself.  I wondered why I had ever 
made this trip, and just wanted to go back home. 
Finally the traffic began to thin out, and I could see the Washington Monument in the 
distance.  My heart began to beat a little faster.  As I crossed the Potomac River, the 
Lincoln Memorial came into view, and then the Jefferson Memorial.  In the distance 
was the U.S. Capitol building.  I parked my truck near the National Mall, and then I got 
out and looked around.  I almost had to pinch myself to make sure I wasn’t dreaming.  
All my life I had wanted to visit Washington, and now I was finally there!  Somehow, all 
the trials and tribulations of the journey there no longer seemed important.   
We have to endure a lot of hardships in this world.  Life in this world is neither easy nor 
fair, and sometimes we get discouraged.  Someday, though, we will reach our heavenly 
home, and then our earthly trials will seem as nothing.  Those of us in ministry are 
often discouraged by the problems and challenges we face, but what a joy it will be 
when our Lord says to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  Let us keep pressing 
toward the mark.  It will be worth it in the end! 
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