
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Thrive: Living in 
Real Joy” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the 
small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction: Good news…who doesn’t like good news? The problem is that “good” is 
in the eyes of the beholder. A promotion at work is good news for you, but the woman 
who didn’t get it is having a really hard time. Your neighbor is rejoicing in the new car, 
but that new car makes yours look really bad. Good news for one person might mean 
bad news for someone else. It just depends on your perspective. From Paul’s 
perspective the message he came to share in Philippi was good news. It was about 
Jesus Christ. Who could have a problem with that? 

1. Sharing Christ can bring anger. (vs. 22-24)  
a. Christ took away their means of making a living “hope of gain gone” (vs.19) 

Paul was seeing some level of success there in Philippi. One woman, Lydia, 
had gotten saved and was providing a base of operations. But another 
woman was creating a commotion and making it difficult for Paul to minister. 
So Paul, by the power of Christ, removed the demon that inhabited her. That’s 
good, right? Depends on who you ask. Whenever Christ comes in, there is 
going to be change. There is no way around it. Some people don’t like 
change, especially when the way things were was financially beneficial. 

b. Christ took away their customary way of living “customs that are not lawful” 
(vs.21) 
In their anger, these businessmen brought charges against Paul and Silas. 
Their spoken complaint against Paul was not that he had destroyed their 
financial plans, but that the message that he was proclaiming was going to 
change the way they lived. They were happy with the way things were. 
Consider the family where one spouse but not the other becomes a follower 
of Jesus Christ. Things begin to change…entertainment choices, 
expenditures, time usage. Some changes are good, but others are 
concerning, even radical. Why couldn’t things have stayed the way they 
were? What was wrong with that? Frustration begins to build.  

2. Sharing Christ can bring release. (vs. 25-26)  
a. Christ brings release from spiritual bondage “come out of her” (vs.18) 

Though her masters were unhappy with the change that sharing Christ had 
brought, their slave girl must have been overjoyed. Yes, Christ had caused 
the loss of her contact with the world of spiritual evil, but He had given her 
contact with world of spiritual good. The evil spirit had left along with its 
sorrow and depression, and the Spirit of Christ had come in bringing in 
immeasurable joy. She was now free. 
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b. Christ brings release from emotional bondage “prayed and sang praises” 
(vs.25) 
This girl’s freedom had cost Paul and Silas theirs. They were now in jail…the 
deepest, darkest part of it. But though they were physically behind bars, 
nothing could restrain their hearts. They began to sing. Most people would 
have complained, but that’s because their joy is in bondage to their 
circumstances.  

c. Christ brings release from physical bondage “doors opened…bands loosed” 
(vs.26) 
God responded to the praises and prayers of His people. As a result of an 
earthquake, all the prison doors swung open. Not just Paul’s door…ALL the 
doors…of every prisoner…in the whole place. The barrier that stood between 
them and everything that they thought they needed in order to have joy was 
now gone. What physical thing is standing in the way of your joy? A bill…a 
diagnosis…a job? It doesn’t need to be. Jesus may not remove it like He did 
for Paul, but He can help you to overcome its restricting power in your life. 

3. Sharing Christ can bring joy. (vs. 27-34) 
a. The jailor was full of fear “would have killed himself” (vs.27) 

It’s no wonder that the jailer reacted the way he did. He was afraid of what 
was going to happen to him when his employers found out what he assumed 
to be true…that all the prisoners had escaped. Fear and joy don’t go together, 
and he had been full of fear and empty of joy for a long time. 

b. The jailor was full of wonder “what must I do to be saved” (vs.30) 
Upon verifying Paul’s claim that none of the prisoners had fled, he couldn’t 
help but wonder what was going on. Maybe he had heard Paul’s singing. 
Something that he had experienced caused him to ask the most important 
question that anyone can ask: “How can I get saved?” He recognized that 
Paul had something that he wanted. So did the other prisoners. That’s why 
they hadn’t immediately fled when given the opportunity. 

c. The jailor was full of belief “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” (vs.31) 
Paul told him what he needed to hear to have joy. The answer to his question 
was belief. Not just belief in general but belief in Jesus. Everything that he 
had seen convinced him that what Paul said was true. He knew that Paul had 
been imprisoned for helping someone. He knew the reaction of Paul to the 
poor treatment that he had received. And he knew that the prisoners had not 
escaped, nor had they attacked him. The evidence was all around him. What 
else could he do? He believed.  

d. The jailor was full of joy “rejoiced believing in God with all his house” (vs.34) 
When the belief flooded in, so did the joy, not just for him but for his whole 
family. There was an immediate change both in his attitude and his actions. 
No longer did he fear what others could do to him. No longer was he enslaved 
to the same prison house where he had imprisoned so many. He was free 
now. And he was full of joy, change both in his attitude and his actions. No 
longer did he fear what others could do to him. No longer was he enslaved to 
the same prison house where he had imprisoned so many. He was free now. 
And he was full of joy. 
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Conclusion: One day walking a hot dirty African road, Joseph who came from a Muslim 
background met someone who shared Christ with him. Then and there he accepted 
Jesus as his Savior, and the power of the Holy Spirit overwhelmed him with such joy 
that the first thing he wanted to do was go back and tell his own village. He went from 
door to door telling of the cross and the forgiveness for sin. He expected their faces to 
light up as his had when they discovered this wonderful truth. To his amazement they 
became violent: the men seized him and held him to the ground while the women beat 
him with strands of barbed wire. Dragged and left to die alone in the bush, he revived 
and made it to a water hole where he spent days recovering. He was confused and 
finally decided that he must have left something out or not told the story correctly. After 
rehearsing the message, he returned, stood in the circle of huts and began to proclaim 
Jesus. Again he was grabbed by the men and beaten by the women, reopening the 
wounds that had just begun to heal. He was dragged unconscious again and left to die. 
Days later he awoke and determined to go back. This time he was attacked before he 
even opened his mouth. Before he passed out the last thing he saw was that the 
women who were beating him had begun to weep. This time he awoke in his own bed, 
and the ones who had beaten him were now trying to save his life. The entire village 
eventually came to know Jesus Christ. 
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