
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Thrive: Living 
with Real Joy” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the 
small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
Introduction: Someone has said that if you only pray when you’re in trouble, then you 
really are in trouble. God calls us to call out to Him in good times and in bad. He wants 
to hear our rejoicing over His past and present working in our lives. He wants us to 
vocalize our absolute dependence on Him and our commitment to Him no matter what 
the circumstances may be. Hannah lived during a difficult time in Israel’s history – the 
time of the Judges. Her great concern though was not what was happening to everyone 
else but what she personally was experiencing. It led her to call out to the God who 
loves to answer the prayers of His people. 

1. Prayer starts with a need that is threatening joy. (1:6-8) 
a. Hannah could not have what she wanted – a son “Lord had shut up her 

womb” (vs.6) 
 

The cry of every Israelite woman was to give her husband a son. It was what 
Hannah had dreamed of. It was what she felt gave her purpose. But for her, 
God had not granted this great request. So she was sorrowing because of a 
situation that she did not like or understand. 
 

b. Hannah had what she did not want – a tormentor “she provoked her” (vs.7) 
 

What made matters worse was that Hannah’s husband, Elkanah, had married 
another woman, Peninah. She seemed to have no difficulty getting pregnant. 
And she made sure that Hannah was fully aware of the difference between 
the two of them. Hannah was sorrowing because of a person who would not 
allow her to see past her situation. 
 

c. Hannah did not want enough what she already had – her husband “am not I 
better to thee than ten sons?” (vs.8) 

 
Elkanah made it clear to Hannah that he loved her for who she was not for 
what she could provide for him. But still Hannah sorrowed. Her desire for a 
son, or maybe her desire for removal of the stigma that she gained from not 
being able to have a son, prevented her from enjoying what God had already 
provided for her. She had her heart set on one thing to provide joy for her, 
and she did not yet have that one thing. Hannah was sorrowing because of 
the fact that she did not see the value in what she already had. 
 

2. Prayer calls out to a God who is the source of joy. (1:9-11; 2:1-2) 
a. Hannah thought that joy would be found in the answer to her prayer “a man 

child” (1:11) 
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Though Hannah was at first confused about where true joy comes from, her 
quest caused her to call out to God. She prayed for a son. She prayed with so 
much passion that it almost got her in some trouble. And when she believed 
that her prayer was going to be answered, she was able to return home in 
peace with the anticipation of joy. 
 

b. Hannah realized that joy could only be found in the One who answered her 
prayer “My heart rejoiceth in the LORD” (2:1) 

 
Hannah’s prayer after the birth of her son takes on a very different tenor than 
her earlier prayer. Previously, she rejoiced in the anticipation of a son. Now, 
she rejoices in the reality of her God. She realized that her joy was found not 
in people or situations but in the God who was present with her regardless of 
what else was going on in her life. 
  

3. Prayer that is unspoken because of pride steals joy. (2:3-5) 
a. The arrogant claim that they did it in their own strength “Talk no more so 

exceeding proudly” (vs.3) 
 

Hannah prayed because she recognized that she could not gain what she 
needed on her own. She gained a son by the enablement of God. In 
Peninah’s statements about her own pregnancies, there was no record of 
thanks to God or dependence on Him. There was also no record of prayer. 
 

b. The self-sufficient act as if they can do it in their own strength “the bows of the 
mighty” (vs.4) 

 
Prayer only comes from the mouths of people who admit that they cannot do 
it – whatever “it” is – on their own. The need for God opens them up to all that 
God has to offer as they call out to Him. Those who think that they can do it in 
their own strength cut themselves off from the overwhelming supply that God 
wants to bring. 
 

c. The satisfied live as if they have everything they need for strength “they that 
were full” (vs.5) 

 
I wonder how Peninah responded to the birth of Samuel. She seemed to get 
great pleasure out of her torment toward Hannah, but now that had been 
taken from her. Once Samuel was born, neither Peninah nor her children are 
ever mentioned in Scripture again. She who had been satisfied without God 
was now empty. 

 
4. Prayer recognizes that stability in life is not necessary for joy. (2:6-11) 

a. Rejoice in a God who controls the ups and downs of life “The LORD killeth 
and maketh alive” (vs. 6) 

 
Psalm 75:6-7 says that God is in charge of the ups and downs of life. He 
raises up one and puts down another. When Hannah, and when we put life 
into His hands, it allows us to have confidence and peace. No, we’re not in 
control, but that’s okay. The one who loves us is. 
 

b. Rejoice in a God who secures during the ups and downs of life “He will keep 
the feet of his saints” (vs. 9) 
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Ups and downs come. It’s part of this life right now. Nothing we can do to 
change that. But the ups and downs don’t need to steal our joy or topple us 
over. God can secure us no matter what if we will just cling to Him. 
 

c. Rejoice in a God who will end the ups and downs of life “exalt the horn of his 
anointed” (vs.11) 

. 
Hannah wasn’t just rejoicing in her son; she was rejoicing in God’s Son, the 
Messiah. She knew that He would come one day and set everything right. We 
too look to the reality that Jesus is coming. Right now, we deal with instability 
around us. But there doesn’t need to be instability inside us because we have 
a hope for a future where a just God reigns. 

Conclusion: Too often our joy is dependent upon the circumstances of life. A beautiful 
hymn was written by Martin Rinkart during the thirty-year war to help us look beyond our 
circumstances and see the hand of God. Rinkart was a pastor in Saxony, Germany as 
the turbulent years of the war dragged on. For a time he was the only pastor in his town. 
His pastoral duties caused him to preside at nearly 4500 burials in 1637 alone. In the 
context of this sad situation and these unfavorable circumstances he penned the words 
to Now Thank We All Our God. It is a hymn of unconditional gratitude to God. “Now 
thank we all our God, With heart, hands, and voices, Who wondrous things has done 
In whom his world rejoices.” Thankful people don’t have to have everything going their 
way to rejoice. 
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