
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Thrive: Living 
in Real Joy, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point: Prayer is an opportunity to experience joy. 
 
Introduction:  When I was in seminary, I was required to take a course in sermon 
delivery.  Each student was required to deliver a sermon to the class that term, and the 
other students would evaluate us.  Our entire grade for the term depended on that one 
sermon.  I taught a senior adult Sunday School class at my church, so on the Sunday 
before my scheduled day to preach, I told the class about it and asked them to pray for 
me.  When I went to prayer meeting the following Wednesday, a couple of my class 
members approached me and asked me how it went.  I told them I got an “A” on my 
sermon, and then they said Mrs. Martin, a member of the class, had called each of them 
that morning and reminded them to pray for me.  
Through my years of ministry, I have come to appreciate the importance of true prayer 
warriors.  Prayer is the lifeblood of any church.  We can plan and strategize all we want, 
but without prayer, it will all be in vain.  Prayer not only helps the person for whom you 
pray, but it can also bring you a great deal of joy.  What are some of the joys of prayer? 

I. The joy of genuine appreciation. 
 
A. Paul thanked God for every remembrance of the Philippians. 

1. He prayed for them on every occasion. 
• Years ago a prominent TV evangelist used to send out “prayer 

cloths” to everyone that mailed him a prayer request (along with a 
donation, of course).  One of the major network news programs did 
a story about him, and they discovered that his staff had simply 
opened the envelopes, withdrawn the money, and thrown them in 
the garbage. Few things are as hurtful as someone who promises 
to pray for you, but doesn’t really mean it.  On the other hand, few 
things are more encouraging than people who genuinely pray for 
you on a regular basis.    

2. He was thankful for their “fellowship” in the gospel. 
a. The word translated “fellowship” is the Greek word koinonia.  

Marvin Vincent defined it as, “A relation between individuals which 
involves common and mutual interest and participation in a 
common object.” 

b. True fellowship is based on the gospel.   
B. He was confident that their faithfulness would continue. 

1. God had begun a good work in them. 
a. Salvation always begins with God (John 6:44; 1 John 4:19). 
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• I often tell my church, “We love Him because He first loved us, and 
we chose Him because He first chose us” (Eph. 1:4). 

b. It is not in the heart of man to seek God (Romans 3:10-11). 
2. Paul was confident that God would finish what He started.  

a. No one can take us out of the Father’s hand (John 10:27-29). 
b. If our security depends on our effort, we are in big trouble. 

 
II. The joy of genuine affection. 

 
A. Paul had a special love for this church. 

1. It began under difficult circumstances (Acts 16:12-40). 
2. The church had supported Paul in the past, and continued to do so 

while he was in prison (Phil. 4:14-18). 
3. They had a zeal for the gospel. 

a. The word translated “defense” is the Greek word apologia, from 
which we get the word “apologetics”.  It can refer to a defense in 
judicial proceedings, or the defense of an individual. 

b. Since Paul was in prison in Rome, he had a great opportunity to 
defend the gospel before the emperor himself. 

4. They were “partakers of my grace”. 
a. Paul recognized that he had been saved and chosen by the grace 

of God (Eph. 2:8-9).  The Philippians, through their faith in Christ, 
had become partakers of that grace. 

b. H.A. Ironside defined “grace” as “unmerited favor toward those that 
merit the opposite”.  

B. What kind of love do people see in your church? 
1. Do you love each other in spite of your faults and peculiarities? 
2. Do you stay together through good times and bad? 
3. Do you enjoy each other’s company? 

• When I was a pastor in Missouri, my church members would often 
stick around and talk after the services were over.  One of them 
would occasionally remark, “We need to get out of here so the 
preacher can go home.”  I would usually laugh and reply, “If you 
stop talking to each other, then I’ll worry!”  Members of a healthy 
church enjoy visiting with each other.    

 
III. The joy of genuine assurance. 

 
A. Paul prayed for the Philippians with confidence. 

1. He prayed for their growth in love, knowledge, and judgment. 
a. Love and knowledge must go together.  Someone has wisely said 

that legalistic churches have knowledge without love, and liberal 
churches have love without knowledge. 

b. “Judgment” refers to discernment; that is, the ability to tell the 
difference between right and wrong, truth and falsehood, etc. 

2. He prayed for their continued devotion to Christ. 
a. “That ye may be sincere and without offense” – Christians are not 

perfect, but we are commanded to walk in integrity. 
b. “Till the day of Christ” – Paul was probably referring to the day 

when Christ takes us home.  Then we will be perfect.   
B. Do you pray for the people in your church? 
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1. Do you pray for people you don’t like?  (Let’s face it: even Christians 
rub each other the wrong way sometimes!) 

2. Do you pray for your pastor?  Years ago I heard someone say that the 
best thing you can do for a bad pastor is to pray for him. 

3. Do you pray that God will do a mighty work in your church?   
4. Do you pray for God to search your own heart? (Psalm 139:23-24) 

 
 

Conclusion:  My wife enjoys watching “The Red Green Show”.  If you’re not familiar 
with it, it’s a Canadian comedy that parodies home improvement and do-it-yourself 
programs, and it’s hosted by a man named Red Green (portrayed by Steve Smith).  One 
of his segments involves giving tips to men on how to be a better husband, father, 
handyman, etc.  He always concludes the segment with these words: “Remember, I’m 
pulling for you.  We’re all in this together!” 
 
Christians would do well to take that same attitude.  Jesus did not save us to serve Him 
individually, but to be part of His body, the church.  We cannot make much of an impact 
as individuals, but when we work together as a body, God can do great things through 
us.  In other words, we are all in this together, so we need to pull for one another.  More 
importantly, we need to pray for one another.   
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