
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Spoken: The 
Rhythm of God’s Word these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit.  
 
Introduction: At His trial, Jesus was asked a very important question by Pontius Pilate. 
“What is truth?” In Pilate’s mind truth wasn’t something which was established. He 
would not have agreed with C.S. Lewis who said the truth of mere Christianity, “is what 
it is and was what it was long before I was born and whether I like it or not.”1 
Natural man doesn’t view truth that way. We are more like Pilate, or as John Calvin has 
said:  

…miserable men do not rise above themselves as they should, but measure 
him by the yardstick of their own carnal stupidity, and neglect sound 
investigation; thus out of curiosity they fly off into empty speculations. They do 
not therefore apprehend God as He offers himself, but imagine Him as they 
have fashioned Him in their own presumption. (Calvin, Institutes, 47) 

As Jesus prayed for His disciples—and those believers, like us, who would follow 
in their footsteps—He prayed they would walk in the truth. What is truth? As 
Jesus prayed He said, “Your word is truth”.  
 

1. The true Word is meant to be shared 
The truth isn’t meant to be kept under a bushel. We are to walk in the truth just as Jesus 
walked in the truth. Notice the exchange in verses 7 and 8. The Father gives the word of 
truth to the Son who in turn gives the word of truth to others. It doesn’t stop there, 
though. We are also to share the truth of God’s Word, even in our day. Our culture 
would have us to believe that truth is a personal thing—it isn’t meant to be shared or 
pressed upon others. This is contrary to the pattern we see in Scripture. Truth is meant 
to be proclaimed. It is also meant to be embraced.  
Truth is what God says it is. And God tells us that the truth will set us free. Therefore, 
the most loving thing we can do is tell people the truth. If a man was walking along the 
edge of the Grand Canyon in the deep darkness of night a flashlight would not be cruel. 
Likewise, if the truth will set us free it is not unloving to rescue those held captive by 
unbelief. If Calvin is right that we “measure ourselves by our own carnal stupidity” the 
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most loving and freeing thing we can do is share this true Word with others. Jesus did 
this with the disciples—the disciples shared the gospel with others, who shared the 
gospel with others, all the way to us today. We must continue sharing the truth of Christ. 
 

2. The true Word gives unity 
Jesus prays for our unity. And this is not just fictional unity; this is unity of the sort that 
the Father and Son share with one another. This is the type of unity that Christ has 
purchased for us and that He calls us to live in. The Word of God gives us this unity. It is 
here that we find our ground for unity. A.W. Tozer was correct when he said it’s much 
easier to tune 100 pianos to one tuning fork than it is to tune them all to each other. 
God’s Word is that tuning fork. Ultimately, our unity is the Person of Jesus Himself. The 
means that He uses to help us walk in unity is His Word.  
 

3. The true Word sustains 
While Jesus was on earth he guarded His disciples. He was certain to lose none of 
them. But here in John 17 Jesus knows that He is about to depart this earth. He will be 
crucified very soon and will leave His Spirit with the disciples. He sustained them. Now 
they will be sustained by His Word. God’s Word is like daily bread; it gives us strength 
and sustains us.  
As Jesus prayed He knew that the disciples would soon go through intense suffering. In 
fact He even saw the suffering that you and I would face in our day and age. We need 
God’s Word to sustain us. And in His high priestly prayer Jesus prays that God would 
use His Spirit and His Word to sustain us. This prayer was answered. God’s Word has 
sustained believers for two millennia and counting. It is the bread we feast upon as we 
await the return of the Lord.  
 
Conclusion:  
Pilate never could change his view of truth. For him it was still something that man could 
shape like a wax nose. Though he said, “I wash my hands of this” he couldn’t wash 
away innocent blood. He couldn’t wash away his guilt because truth doesn’t work that 
way. We cannot merely declare things to be true or false as if they become one or the 
other by the power of our words. Things are true or they are false. Pilate missed the 
truth of Jesus’ identity. The things which Pilate and others stumbled over are still true 
today. Will you embrace the truth of who Jesus says He is? Will you believe that God’s 
Word is truth—or try to pretend like we get to define truth? We must always hold fast 
that God’s Word is true—and never forget to live out our lives based on that truth.  
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