
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study Spoken: The 
Rhythm of God’s Word these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as 
the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: The world seeks to destroy Christians. We don’t have to venture where 
the church is not strong to learn of this. Every day believers reside in enemy territory, 
surrounded by prideful and egotistical people, and who have authority to malign 
Christians. It would be easy for Christians to give in and to give up and to conform to the 
world’s standards.  
 
David faced a similar challenge. He was threatened on every side; he was attacked; he 
was slandered; yet, he remained loyal in his faith. His study and knowledge of God’s 
Word did not allow him to succumb to the opposition. He, like us, found his strength and 
courage in God’s Word. 
 
The third stanza (Gimel) of Psalm 119 provides the proper stance when confronted with 
a world seeking to destroy and defame Christians. It can be divided into two parts. In vv. 
17-19, the Psalmist disclosed his dependence on God; in vv. 20-24, he declared his 
integrity. The two are related. The person most dependent on God is also the person of 
most integrity. Integrity comes from relationship with God, walking with Him and living 
according to His laws. 
 
To be people of strength and courage, we need to: 
 

1. Disclose our dependence on God. (vv. 17-19) 
We all know that we are dependent on God for our next breath, our next step, and our 
next day. In fact, we are dependent on God for life itself. Great men of God understood 
their dependence on God: Moses, Joseph, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Paul. Martin Luther, the 
Great Reformer, may have said it best, “God is in this matter . . . we are not so much 
acting as being acted upon.” 
 
David certainly recognized his dependence on God. Therefore, he prayed for: 
 

A. Spiritual protection (v. 17). As David faced his opponents, he knew that only God 
could grant him life. He prayed for God’s favor to be on him as he faced each 
day. 
 
We seek favor every day. But favor comes with focus. If we want the favor of 
God, we will focus on His Word. It’s only by obeying God’s Word that God grants 
blessing to our lives. 
 

B. Spiritual illumination (v. 18). As David entered the dark world, he needed light to 
guide him and to direct him. Without God’s light he would wander in the world. He 
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prayed that God would open his eyes to see all the wonderful things that the 
Bible has for believers. David did not want to miss these blessings; he did not 
want his face to be veiled. They were too precious and too valuable to keep them 
hidden from sight. 
 
Have you ever been in a dark room, looking for something? You move ever so 
gently and slowly with hands in front so as to feel your way to what you are 
looking for? Then, someone turns on the light. You can see. You easily and 
quickly move to what you are searching for. It’s a breeze. That’s what God’s 
Word does for us. It’s like a light being turned on, pointing out the truth and 
treasures of God’s plan for our lives. 
 

C. Spiritual direction (v. 19). As David ventured into the world, he realized that he 
was a stranger, a sojourner, on this planet. The world was not his home. He was 
just passing through. He didn’t want to get too comfortable.  
 
Isn’t it interesting that we get so consumed with this world? When you stay at a 
hotel, do you change the carpet or buy new furniture? No. That would be silly 
right? Your stay is temporary. The hotel is not our home. Yet too many people 
get caught up in the here and now and forget that this world is not our home 
either. We place too much emphasis on this side of eternity, failing to realize that 
our eternal home is beyond this world.  

 
For all three needs—protection, illumination, and direction—only God can provide and 
only God will give. Therefore, each day we need to ask God for it. God does not owe it 
to us. He gives us what we need as we ask for it. 
 

2. Declare our integrity before people. (vv. 20-24) 
Because the Psalmist had prayed for protection, illumination, and direction, God 
answered his prayer. He was a righteous man. He was whole and sincere. He was a 
person of integrity. 
 
David’s integrity was marked by: 
 

A. Longing for God (v. 20). He had a deep and lasting desire for God’s judgments. 
Integrity begins in the heart. It’s an internal thing first. It grows from a heart 
consumed by the things of God. It wells up from an undivided heart that focuses 
on God. 
 

B. Standing strong against the opposition (vv. 21-23). He stood tall, strong, and 
resolute in the face of his enemies. He was insulted, held under contempt. His 
enemies plotted evil against him. He was under the gun and in the fire every day. 
He felt the stress of the opposition.  

 
It’s been said, “It’s easy to be heroic if there’s no enemy to be fought.” Likewise, 
it’s easy to have integrity if there’s no pressure to compromise it. A life of integrity 
is marked by convictions and the stands taken for what is right.  
 
Life’s hard realities and the evil people surrounding us will always put our 
integrity to the test. When we stand strong our integrity is put on display for all to 
see. 
 

C. Counseling from God’s Word (v. 24). My counselors means those who tell me 
what to do. Who were David’s counselors? It wasn’t friends or pastors but God’s 
Word. David delighted in God’s decrees. God’s Word was not only in his heart 
but on his mind as he thought about God’s statutes. God’s Word was not only a 
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source of inspiration but a source of meditation, too. And, God’s Word always 
pointed David in the right way. 

 
Conclusion: God’s Word is the key to integrity. Because of God’s Word we know the 
right thing to do in any given situation.  
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