
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Spoken: The 
Rhythm of God’s Word these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit.  
 
Introduction: Imagine being a young pastor in a time when persecution is running 
rampant. Some Christians are being murdered, others are being socially ostracized. But 
it’s not only persecution from the outside which is a problem. Professing believers are 
clamoring for new preaching—the old gospel no longer satisfies them. They are 
threatening to have the young pastor run out of town. This is not to mention the regular 
day to day struggles of shepherding a group of believers. How would you counsel such 
a young man?  
Young Timothy is in a situation similar to the above scenario. 2 Timothy is Paul’s 
answer to our question. In 2 Timothy 3:10—4:6 we see Paul’s confidence in the 
sufficiency of God’s Word to deal with the issues Timothy is facing.  

1. God’s Word is sufficient in persecution 
2 Timothy 3:1-9 is a picture which wonderfully describes not only the world which 
Timothy lived in, but also our world today. It is an atmosphere where the exilic nature of 
Christians is deeply felt. In verse 10-15, Paul reminds Timothy of how he is different 
from the world. (“You, however…”). Timothy is charged to continue in that which he had 
learned. What had he learned? From a young age he had been taught God’s Word.  
In times of intense persecution we can be tempted to turn to other rescuers. The story 
of Hosea is a picture of this. Shrewd political leaders turned to Assyria and Egypt as 
protection. It seemed like a great decision. They considered it to be political genius, but 
God considered it to be spiritual prostitution. Even when Christians are persecuted we 
must stand on the sufficiency of God’s Word. 
Application: How are you sometimes tempted to tweak God’s Word to keep from being 
persecuted? In what areas of your life can you trust God’s Word even more? 

2. God’s Word is sufficient in church life 
Given his situation it would be understandable if Timothy was getting discouraged. Life 
in his local church probably wasn’t easy. He certainly felt like a minority. How do you 
feel when you are in the minority? What are the unique temptations when everyone 
around you seems to be following after the world’s system? I believe Timothy might 
have been tempted to start saying, “I can’t do this.” He was probably tempted to 
become like Moses at one point and start looking for excuses. “I’m weak. I don’t have 
the smarts to compete. I’m not competent. I don’t have the tools necessary to do  
this job.” 
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And so God is using Paul here to say to us—No, you do have the tools. I’ve given you 
all the tools that you need. You have a tool shed that is filled with everything you need 
for life and godliness. “Every good work”, says Paul. It doesn’t say “some good works” 
the Bible is sufficient for. It says “every good work”. If it is a “good work” then the Word 
of God is enough to make you equipped. 

3. God’s Word is sufficient in and out of season 
There are times when it will be popular to proclaim the Word and times when it will not. 
There will be times when there is a ready audience for the Word and when there isn’t. 
Sometimes it will be convenient and natural to tell of Jesus; at other times it will be 
awkward and inconvenient. Yet, no matter the season, God’s Word is always sufficient 
to reprove, rebuke, and exhort.  
The beauty of Chapter 4 is often missed because of the unfortunate chapter break. If 
we’ve got an unbreakable Bible and a powerful Word, then it is isn’t surprising that we’re 
charged to preach the Word. And so the crux of 4:1-5 is that there are two ways of 
doing ministry. One relies upon God’s Word—regardless of circumstance—and the 
other shifts based upon popularity polls. Our charge is to consistently proclaim the 
unchanging gospel regardless of the season.  
Conclusion: Bob Dylan was correct when he said, “the times they are a-changin’”. But 
his words aren’t only true of the revolutionary 1960’s. His words are true of every age 
known to man. Humanity is marked by instability. As believers we can follow the shifting 
sands of time or we can anchor ourselves in the unchanging truth of God’s Word. One 
will leave us tossed to and fro. The other option will leave us equipped for every good 
work.  
The admonition of Os Guinness is fitting: 

By our uncritical pursuit of relevance we have actually courted irrelevance; 
by our breathless chase after relevance without a matching commitment to 
faithfulness, we have become not only unfaithful but irrelevant; by our 
determined efforts to redefine ourselves in ways that are more compelling 
to the modern world than are faithful to Christ, we have lost not only our 
identity but our authority and our relevance. Our crying need is to be 
faithful as well as relevant.1 
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