
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Unstoppable 
Gospel these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small 
group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: We live in a culture in need of change. Listen to the news, browse the 
channel guide or join in the office conversation and you will come away disheartened 
from how far things have “progressed” from where they were just one generation ago. 
We need a culture change. But maybe that change needs to start in the very entity that 
God created to bring about change. Maybe it needs to start in the church. Jesus wrote a 
letter to the church of Laodicea indicating His displeasure that they were not fulfilling the 
mission He had given. He tells them what went wrong and what they need to do to fix it. 
Take a look at what He has to say, and see if any of His words sound like a description 
of the church today. 

1. We will not change our culture if we are too much like our culture. (v. 14-
16) 
a. Jesus has a desire for us – “I would thou wert cold or hot” (v. 15) 

The classic interpretation of this verse is that Jesus would like us to either be 
totally for him (“hot”) or totally against Him (“cold”). There are two problems 
with this idea. First, Jesus wants all people to come to repentance (2 Pet. 
3:9). He doesn’t want anyone to be against Him. Second, this letter was 
written to a church. Jesus especially doesn’t want any Christians to be 
against Him. So consider a different interpretation. Both cold and hot water 
are beneficial because they are very different from their environment. The first 
refreshes and the second aids in healing and cleansing.  Jesus wants us to 
be different so that we can positively impact our world.  
 

b. Jesus is disgusted with us – “I will spew thee out of my mouth” (v. 16) 
At present, Jesus’ great desire for us is not being fulfilled. He calls this church 
and most Christians today “lukewarm”. That term basically means that the 
Christians were only slightly different from the environment that they were in. 
Jesus calls us to radical differentness. “Salt” and “light” are terms that He 
uses elsewhere to describe what He expects, and there He warns us about 
the uselessness of salt that loses its saltiness – its ability to impact. That kind 
of salt is good for nothing and is thrown out. He didn’t put us here to be 
shaped by the culture, but to shape the culture. 
 

2. We will not change our culture if we don’t see a need for change. (v. 17-18) 
a. Jesus exposes us for what we are – it’s ugly! – “wretched…” (v. 17) 

The patient sits calmly flipping through a magazine as the doctor comes into 
the room. He’s only there because his job requires him to have a yearly 
physical, so he’s not expecting anything. He’s been feeling great. But the 
tests show that there are some problems that if not treated will create serious 
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issues very soon. The patient has been living a self-deceived life all this time. 
That patient is us, and the doctor is Jesus.   

b. Jesus exposes us to what we can be – it’s beautiful! – “rich…clothed…see” 
(v. 18) 
Though the diagnosis is discouraging, it is not final. Jesus tells the church that 
if they are willing to pay the cost (“buy”), then there is a remedy that only He 
can offer (“of me”) that can make us healthy once again. 

3. We will not change our culture if we try to do it without Jesus. (v. 19-22) 
a. Jesus loves us and challenges us to repent – “I love…I rebuke and chasten” 

(v. 19) 
Though Jesus is disgusted with His church, He clearly states that He has a 
desire and the ability to fix the problems in the church. This motivation comes 
not solely out of a utilitarian desire to use us, but also out of an emotional 
desire to have a relationship with us. His love for us causes Him to hurt when 
He sees us doing things that will hurt us and prevent us from fulfilling our 
mission to impact the world He put us in. 

b. Jesus rules us and offers for us to rule with Him – “grant…my throne” (v. 21) 
The pressure to conform to the culture that we are in is a pressure that was 
placed on Jesus too. He overcame that pressure and was rewarded for it. He 
irrevocably changed the world. Because He ruled His own will and refused to 
submit to the conforming forces of the world, He now rules that world. He 
offers to us an opportunity to join Him in ruling ourselves first and then in 
ruling the world. We can do that only through Him. Rulers have great power to 
change the world. 
 

c. Jesus calls us and wants us to respond – “I knock…let him hear” (v. 20,22) 
Understand what Jesus is saying here. This church is doing all the church 
functions – praying, preaching, worshipping, giving – but they are doing them 
without Jesus. Jesus is on the outside. Is it any wonder that they are unaware 
of their own spiritual condition and that they are having no impact on their 
culture? But Jesus has not given up. He is asking to be let back in not so that 
He can clean house but so that He can sit down to a table with us, enjoy a 
meal with us and show us what we’ve been missing – His presence. 

Conclusion: In one little Midwestern town, Miss Jones had the distinction of being the 
oldest resident in town. So when she died, the editor of the local paper wanted to print a 
little article remembering this dear old lady, except he couldn't think of anything to say. 
Miss Jones had never done anything terribly wrong. She had never spent a night in jail 
or had ever been drunk. On the other hand, she had never done anything significant. 
The editor decided to assign the job of writing up a small article for both the paper and 
the tombstone to the first reporter he saw. When he got to the office, he ran into the 
sports editor. So somewhere in some little community in the Midwest there is a 
tombstone which reads: “Here lie the bones of Nancy Jones, For her, life held no 
terrors. She lived an old maid. She died an old maid. No hits, no runs, no errors.” (C. C. 
Mitchell, Let's Live! Christ in Everyday Life) As far as we know she made no difference. 
She had no impact. Is that what you want for your life? Jesus says things can be 
different for you if you will accept His diagnosis and cure. You can be used to change 
the world. 
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