
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Unstoppable 
Gospel these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small 
group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: We were on the way to get something to eat after a busy morning. The 
elderly next door neighbor had just had a new bed delivered, and the delivery truck was 
broken down. He needed someone to jump his truck, and I agreed. Several attempts 
later, the truck was still not moving. He determined that he needed a new cable clamp 
and asked if I would take his co-worker to the store and get one for him. I agreed once 
again, but by this time, I was getting a little annoyed and was trying to rush things along 
to get on with my day. We brought the part back, I loaded my family in the car, and I 
offered further assistance when I got back if he was still there all the while hoping that 
he would be long gone by then. Somewhere in the back of my mind, I was thinking that 
this might be an opportunity for me to have a spiritual impact on this guy’s life, but I kept 
giving excuses of why I needed to focus on other things. He was gone when I got back, 
and I later found out that my neighbor offered him a copy of a devotional and learned 
that he was a deacon in his church. It was a missed opportunity on my part, but 
thankfully, he was ok. 
 Jesus had a similar encounter with a woman at a well. It wasn’t a truck that 
needed fixing in this situation. It was a life. And thankfully, Jesus took full advantage of 
the situation and provided healing in this seemingly chance encounter. Encounters with 
potential eternal spiritual impact occur around us constantly. From Jesus’ encounter, we 
can learn four principles about such encounters and how we can take full advantage  
of them.  

1. Opportunities come when we are least prepared for them.  
a. We are often physically unprepared. – “being wearied with his journey” (v. 6); 

“to buy meat” (v. 8) 
Hungry and tired…that’s probably the worst possible set of circumstances for 
doing something that is unselfish. But that’s exactly where Jesus was. And it 
is in times like that when we want to just think about our own agenda that God 
puts people in our pathway…people that need a spiritual encounter.  
 

b. We are often spiritually unprepared – “must needs go through Samaria” (v. 4) 
Jesus was always prepared spiritually for any encounter, but we are not.  In 1 
Peter 3:15, we are told that we always need to be ready to communicate the 
reason for the faith that is inside us and that governs our lives. Maybe we 
missed our prayer time that morning and maybe we only got to read a verse 
or two, but we can’t allow that to be an excuse for not speaking up. 

 
2. Opportunities come when we engage people in conversation.  
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a. Even though it would be easier to just sit there – “sat thus on the well” (v. 6) 
Some people are natural born talkers. They can talk about anything. Others, 
even though they have a desire to be a spiritual influence, feel like they’re 
going to stumble over their words and make an idiot out of themselves, so the 
temptation to remain a stranger to the strangers around them becomes 
overwhelming. And they sit there in silence on their lunch break, eating their 
burger and playing some silly game on their phone. 

b. Even though they are different from us – “Jew…Samaritan” (v. 9) 
It would make it so much easier to speak up if there was some obvious 
commonality between you and the other person. And so you search for 
something…a college emblem on their jacket, the book that they are reading, 
a phone that is the same as yours. Jesus had nothing in common with this 
woman; she makes that very clear. But He bridged the gap because she had 
a need, and Jesus had the cure. 
 

3. Opportunities come when we are honest about our identity.  
a. She was a sinner – “not thy husband” (v. 18) 

You thought the hard part was engaging the person in conversation. That’s 
just the beginning, and it’s definitely not the goal. The goal is to get them to 
Jesus. So somehow, you’ve got to steer the conversation to spiritual things. 
Jesus was a master at this. He began with a request for a drink of water and 
wove the subject matter until He got her to admit that her greatest need 
wasn’t water but the Water of Life. She was a failure at her relationship with 
God and her relationship with people. 
 

b. He was the Messiah – “I…am he” (v. 26) 
She had a need. Jesus was honest with her. He could meet that need. Every 
person you encounter through some “chance” meeting has that same need 
unless it has already been met through Jesus. You have the cure for what ails 
them. But you have to speak up. You have to identify yourself as a Christian 
and tell them the reason you entered into this conversation. You have to tell 
them that you are a sinner too, but the Jesus you encountered dealt with your 
need. He can deal with theirs too. Without this, all you are is a stranger being 
nice instead of a Christian on mission. 

 
4. Opportunities come when we are willing to be re-directed. 

a. Our tendency is to focus on the natural – “Master, eat” (v. 31)  
Jesus’ disciples who went into the village to deal with their physical need 
apparently did nothing to interact with the people of the village on a spiritual 
level even though they had opportunity to do so. They had to buy that food 
from someone, but the food was all they were focused on. 

 
b. Jesus calls us to focus on the supernatural – “Lift up your eyes” (v. 35)  

Jesus refused the food they offered and challenged them to open their eyes 
to the needs of the arriving crowds. Later in Peter’s life, when asked for help 
with a physical need (“alms for the poor”), he directed the man to a greater 
need and met it (Acts 3:6). When we focus on the supernatural, our real 
needs get met. The woman left behind the water pot and went to tell everyone 
that she had found the Messiah. 

 
Conclusion: Visits to the emergency room are never pleasant. But that’s what 
happened when my co-worker’s elderly mom encountered a pool of water from the 
water sprayers at the grocery store and went for a tumble. To make matters worse, 
while mom was being dealt with, security escorted her family and an older gentleman 
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into a separate room because some inmates who got into a fight were soon to arrive at 
the hospital. Nervous about the situation and wondering what’s going on with mom, she 
decided to make the best of a not so great situation and engaged the man in 
conversation. He looked like he was 84, but it turned out that he was 64. He’s lived a 
rough life in a rough part of town, had been shot twice, and almost went to church once 
but got scared and left. The further the conversation went, the more she felt the need to 
deal with spiritual issues. And as she did, she saw the Spirit do His convicting work, and 
she shared Christ and invited the man to pray with her – the first prayer he had ever 
prayed. He asked for some help, and so she led him to pray, “Dear Jesus, I know that I 
am a sinner”, and then he did it on his own from there. A chance encounter, but it 
resulted in a sinner becoming a saint.  
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