
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Unvarnished 
Truth: Life’s Greatest Story these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Samuel Johnson famously remarked, “When a man knows he will be 
hanged in a fortnight, it concentrates the mind wonderfully.” When you know you are 
about to die, you don’t waste your time or your words. You get right to the point. 
 
Paul wrote to Timothy while in chains in prison in Rome, under a sentence of imminent 
death. His days were numbered and the numbers were quickly running out. Paul knew 
he would never get out of prison alive.  
 
In that setting, Paul gave advice to young Timothy. He admonished him to live his life a 
certain way. He employed various roles to communicate his instructions. 
 

1. Be an obedient child who is strong in the Lord (v. 1). 
When times are tough and you feel like giving up, be strong. To be strong speaks of 
moral courage in the face of unrelenting opposition. To be strong in grace means that 
we don’t rely on ourselves when times are tough, we rely on the Lord alone. 
 

2. Be a flaming evangelist who is faithful in sharing God’s message (v. 2). 
We share what we have been taught. We teach others. We pass it along. We don’t keep 
the truth to ourselves.  
 
The word evangelist was once exclusively a Christian word, often with a negative 
connotation. Now, you see the word used in business and other contexts. It is the one 
who communicates with fervency and excitement about the benefits and joys of a 
product or a movement. May we be as fervent and excited about communicating the 
hope of the gospel. 
 
Four generations are mentioned in this one verse: First generation—Paul; second 
generation—Timothy; third generation—Faithful men; fourth generation—Teach others 
also. This is the principle of multiplication. It is the only way to reach the world. Addition 
will never get the job done. As we share the message to others, they in turn share it 
with their network, who in turn share it with others, until the message has spread around 
the entire world.  
 

3. Be a good soldier of Christ Jesus who is committed to Jesus (vv. 3-7). 
Paul loved to employ military illustrations. He did live in a military state and was in 
prison himself, surrounded by soldiers. He described the characteristics of a “good 
soldier of Christ Jesus.” 
 

• He endures suffering (v. 3). Following Christ is not easy. We have a saying: 
“Growing old is not for sissies.” Well, being a follower of Christ is not for sissies 
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either. It requires strength of character and intestinal fortitude to follow the way of 
the cross. Never were believers promised an easy road or a safe passage. 
Suffering is a badge of discipleship. Expect it. Endure it. 

  
• He doesn’t get entangled in the affairs of the world (v. 4). As soldiers, our focus is 

on pleasing the Lord alone. We are totally committed to our Commanding Officer, 
the One who enlisted us. As believers, we serve only one boss and His name is 
Jesus. We only have to please an audience of One and His name is Jesus. We 
are in the Lord’s army now. Honor Him. Obey Him. Spread His reknown. 

 
4. Be a disciplined athlete who plays according to the rules (v. 5). 

Paul also loved to use athletic terminology in his writings. The Greeks and Romans 
loved sports and the Olympic and Isthmian games were important events to them. 
Earlier Paul had admonished Timothy to exercise like an athlete (4:7-8). Now Paul 
admonished him to obey the rules. In Greek games, judges were most careful about 
enforcing the rules. If one was caught breaking the rules, the competitor was 
disqualified.  
 
As believers, we play by the rules God lays down. And when we do, we will get our 
reward from Jesus Christ.  
 
Paul’s emphasis was on obeying God’s Word; no matter what people may say. We are 
not competing to please people but to please Jesus. God’s Word tells us to go, so we 
should go to all the world telling others about Jesus. 
 

5. Be a hardworking farmer who focuses on the future harvest (vv. 6-7).  
Farming was another favorite image of Paul’s. Here Paul wrote that a farmer can’t just 
plant the seed and walk away. He must plant, weed, water, and wait. That requires 
work. If you leave a field to itself, it will produce mostly weeds.  
 
Sharing God’s message is much like a farmer’s work: cultivating relationships, 
spreading the seed of the gospel, waiting for the words to germinate. And, hopefully, the 
seed takes root and a person comes to faith in Jesus. Evangelism is hard work. It 
requires patience. It always looks to the future harvest. 
 
And, when the harvest comes, those who share the message are the first ones to enjoy 
its blessings. The joy of seeing a person come to faith in Christ is a great reward. 
 

6. Be a loyal citizen who continues to fight for God’s cause (vv. 8-10). 
“Keep in mind Jesus Christ” could be translated “Remember Jesus Christ.” It sounds 
much like a war cry, similar to “Remember the Alamo” or “Remember Pearl Harbor.” 
What an encouragement Jesus is to His followers: He died, but rose from the dead. He 
showed that suffering produces glory, and that seeming defeat leads to victory.  
 
We may feel defeated—bound like a criminal; but God’s Word cannot be bound. For 
that reason and in any circumstance we are to magnify the name of Jesus, share the 
gospel message, believing in the cause, and knowing that victory will come. Let us not 
lose hope nor grow weary or ignore our task nor forfeit our calling. 
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