
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Unvarnished 
Truth: Life’s Greatest Story these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Is good enough, good enough? Consider, if you will, that if 99.9% were 
good enough then— 

• 2 million documents would be lost by the IRS this year. 
• 22,000 checks would be deducted from the wrong bank account in the next 60 

minutes. 
• 1,314 telephone calls would be misdirected by telecommunications companies 

every minute. 
• 2,488 books would be shipped with the wrong covers on them each day. 
• Over 5.5 million cases of soft drinks in the next year would be flat. 
• 20,000 incorrect drug prescriptions would be written each year. 
• 12 babies would be given to the wrong parents each day. 

 
Obviously, being good enough is not good enough for life in modern society. So why do 
we think that being good enough is good enough to get us into heaven? You’ve heard 
people ask, “If I try my best won’t God let me into heaven?” Or “Doesn’t God merely 
require me to be better than the average human?” Or “Don’t I have to simply live a good 
life to be a Christian?” Or “How could a loving God send good people to hell?” 
 
Martin Luther, the reformer, wrote, “The most damnable and pernicious heresy that has 
ever plagued the mind of man is the idea that somehow he could make himself good 
enough to deserve to live with an all-holy God.” A Bible teacher used to say, “Man is 
incurably addicted to doing something for his own salvation.” 
 

1. The Need for Salvation (vv. 1-3). 
A poll states that 53% of Americans believe that good works can earn a place in 
heaven. They believe that good people go to heaven. 
 
Paul disagreed. He spoke of the Israelites, the Jewish people, with their religion, laws, 
and traditions. He reminded them and us that: 
 

A. Being religious will not make one good enough to get to heaven (v. 1). No group 
could have been more religious than the Jews. In fact, Paul identified with the 
Jews he was writing about. For years, he had kept the law, followed the 
traditions, and been ultra-religious, but he knew it wasn’t enough. For no one can 
be good enough to earn their way into heaven. 
 

B. Good people are fundamentally deceived about their sinful condition (v. 2). 
Again, Paul knew about zeal for God. He had kept the law—the Ten 
Commandments and the 613 commandments added to the original Ten. But like 
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Paul, the Jews’ zeal was not based on knowledge. They thought their good 
deeds and religious works was enough, when actually these practices were 
keeping them from faith in Jesus. Which leads to the third fact. 

 
C. Being proud and self-righteous causes one not to see their need for Jesus (v. 3). 

The Jews did not seek the righteousness that comes from God, they sought to 
establish their own righteousness. They didn’t want God’s way so they set up 
their own way to go to heaven by keeping the laws. They made up their own plan 
that didn’t include Jesus.  

 
The Jews had it backwards. They thought by keeping the law they could be good 
enough to go to heaven. What they did not realize is that the law was meant to show 
them that no one was good enough to go to heaven. They needed a Savior—One who 
was perfect and stood in their place. 
 

2. The Simplicity of Salvation (vv. 8-10). 
These words could not be simpler or plainer or clearer: “If you confess with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved.” Verse 9 says confess first and then believe. Verse 10 says believe (resulting in 
righteousness), then confess (resulting in salvation). His point: it is easy to say words 
and not mean them in your heart. No one is saved by repeating a few words. First you 
believe in your heart, then you confess with your mouth. Confession means nothing 
unless it is backed up by deep heart belief in Jesus.  
 
And, what do we confess? Jesus is Lord. Those were revolutionary words in the first 
century. In the Roman Empire Caesar was Lord and for anyone to declare someone 
else as Lord was considered treason.  
 
Then, that belief expresses itself in calling upon the name of the Lord (v. 13). To call on 
the Lord is the same as believing in Him. Belief is never mental assent to facts. One 
believes when they see their desperate condition and cry to Jesus for mercy. They 
reach out to take God’s free gift of righteousness or right standing with God. Salvation, 
therefore, comes by faith completely apart from human works or any form of merit. 
 

3. The Availability of Salvation (vv. 11-13).  
Eugene Peterson in The Message paraphrased verse 11: “No one who trusts God like 
this—heart and soul—will ever regret it.” No one who trusts in Jesus will ever be 
disappointed. When one trusts in Jesus he or she never is sorrowful or ashamed. Both 
now and throughout eternity they will be grateful. 
 
Furthermore, God doesn’t play favorites. “For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek” (v. 12). No group or race or culture has a special claim on God’s grace. God’s 
salvation is not limited to one culture or people group.  
 
Paul drives home the point of salvation’s availability for all people by stating: “For 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (v. 13). Salvation is for 
everyone. It doesn’t matter who you are. God opens the door of heaven and invites the 
whole world to come in. Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  
 
Conclusion: Salvation is of the Lord. God has done everything necessary for you to go 
to heaven. You can’t earn or work for it or be religious enough to gain entrance into 
heaven. Instead, you have to believe and trust in Jesus Christ in what He did on the 
cross. And, confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. The result is that you will be saved and 
will spend eternity in heaven.  
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