
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Unvarnished 
Truth: Life’s Greatest Story these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Introduction: Life is full of transitions: Graduation, new job, marriage, children, 
retirement, to mention a few. Each requires a leap of faith, a step into unchartered 
territory. Often it requires leaving a convenient and comfortable environment to an 
uncomfortable one, stepping from the light into the darkness, the known to the 
unknown. Sometimes we are excited by the prospects of beginning a new journey, but, 
there are times, we are terrified of facing a new adventure. 
 
The first two words of this chapter, “Now this,” mark a transition from the oracle that 
precedes it. It denotes a change in tone from one of accusation to one of 
encouragement. It identifies a new focus for the people of Israel, from looking at 
themselves to looking to God. It launches a new day, a new beginning, and a new 
adventure. 
 
Because of the transition the people are more prone to hear God speak. What does 
God say?  
 

1. Overcome fear with God’s presence (v. 1). 
In the ancient languages, the word for fear often meant flight. It’s the picture of 
pheasants being flushed from their nesting areas and taking flight because they have 
been frightened by the approaching danger of a hunter. It is the soldier in battle fleeing 
the enemy when being shot. “Did you hear those bullets?” asked one soldier to another. 
“Twice,” he said, “once when they went past me and once when I passed them.” 
 
While fear is present when facing much of life’s unknowns it does not have to paralyze 
us. Moving to a new community, changing jobs, making new friends, attending a new 
church can all be fear-producing events. But they don’t have to erode our fulfillment in 
life. 
 
And the antidote for fear exists.  Isaiah wrote, “Now this is what the LORD says . . . ‘Do 
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; you are Mine’” (Is. 
43:1). The words, fear not appear numerous times in the Bible, some say at least once 
for every day of the year. Like a daily vitamin, God provided what we need to conquer 
the daily unknowns. And what do we need? One faces their fears with fact. God says 
that we do not have to fear because of the fact that His presence accompanies us 
through the unknown events of life. In fact, the promise of His presence is repeated in 
this text. It occurs in verses 2 and 5. 
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We can walk into the unknown because God accompanies us. It’s only two words—fear 
not—easier to say than to practice, but easier to practice when we know that God 
knows us and accompanies us.   
 

2. Move forward in faith (v. 2). 
God challenged the Israelites regarding their future when He said, “. . . when you pass 
through the waters, and when you pass through the rivers . . . when you walk through 
the fire . . .” (Isaiah 43:2). At some point God knew the Israelites would have to face 
their fear by getting up and getting moving. 
 
The unknown may not be that frightening and depressing after all. A new school, new 
friends, or a new location may be the doorway to new opportunities and new horizons.  
But, that doorway must be stepped into in order to experience God’s blessings.  
 
Oswald Chambers puts it all in perspective. “It is no use to pray for the old days; stand 
square where you are and make the present better than any past has been. Base all on 
your relationship to God and go forward, and presently you will find that what is 
emerging is infinitely better than the past ever was.”   
 
God has always challenged His people to move forward. Faith was required. Faith is 
always required in moving forward. To face the unknown, to meet the challenges of a 
new day, to move ahead in life, to grow, always requires faith. Only as we move forward 
in faith does the unknown becomes known, the darkness becomes light, and the night 
becomes day. Moving forward in faith is like walking toward an electric-eye-opening 
door. The door only opens as we move forward toward it.  
 
God has some wonderful new beginnings and exciting new blessings awaiting us as we 
move forward in faith into the unknown. Patrick Overton describes our movement and 
God’s corresponding response so beautifully. He wrote: “When you walk to the edge of 
all the light you have and take that step into the darkness of the unknown you must 
believe that one of two things will happen: Either there will be something solid for you to 
stand on, or God will teach you how to fly.” 
 
When we step into the unknown it often feels as though the rug of our life has been 
pulled out from under us. But remember that if the rug has been pulled out, God is 
under the rug. He will catch us, support us, encourage us, and soften the blow of the 
fall. We can count on Him for that. He can be trusted. 
 

3. Know that God is at work (vv. 3-7). 
God reminded His hearers in “For I the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, and your 
Savior” (Is. 43:3). “I the Lord” is often translated “I am,” connected with the Hebrew 
verbs: to be, to become, to happen. Therefore, it is tied to the idea of life itself. “To be” 
is “to live.” “To be” at its very essence is to have life. Thus “I am” implies that God is 
absolutely self-existent. 
  
The phrase “I am” used throughout the Bible is almost always connected not merely to 
God’s existence, but to God’s action. In other words, when God says, “I am,” he means, 
“I am here, I am active, I am what’s happening.” In this text, we learn what God is doing, 
how He is active and working. Some of the things God says are: 

I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by your name;  
I will be with you 
I . . . give Egypt as a ransom for you, 
I love you, 
I will give people in exchange for you and nations instead of your life. 
I am with you; 
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I will bring your descendants from the east, and gather you from the west. 
I will say to the north: Give them up! and to the south: Do not hold them back! 
I have formed him; 
I have made him. 
 

Conclusion: God is saying we can take that step into the unknown because He has 
saved us. He knows us by name. He will be with us. He loves us. He will make a way 
for us. He will provide. And, when we misstep He will forgive us. 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer. 


